
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Life is 
Expendable.  
Introduction: In the course of human events, there are times when a despot seeks to 
destroy those people who differ from him. We have seen it played out on the stage of 
world history from the holocaust of Nazi Germany to the genocide of Rwanda to the 
infanticide of the Hebrew boys in Egypt. 
 
After Joseph’s heroics in Egypt that averted the disaster caused by the world-wide 
famine, a new Pharaoh was installed, knowing nothing of Joseph. He only observed the 
growing Hebrew population and sought to reverse it. In a time and place where human 
life was not highly valued, especially the lives of the Jewish slaves, Pharaoh called for 
the execution and slaughter of all Hebrew boys. He based his killing spree on race and 
gender. 
 
In the midst of this horrific slaughter, some people rose to the occasion to spare the life 
of one Hebrew boy that would change the course of human history. And, interestingly, 
the people that stand out in this event are women. The drama unfolds almost like a play 
with various acts. Their decisions and actions are preserved for posterity.  
 

1. The Midwives disobey Pharaoh’s order. (1:16-17) 
The Midwives who helped deliver the children demonstrated remarkable courage. They 
heard the king’s command but chose not to heed it. They displayed a form of civil 
disobedience. They possessed that rare and noteworthy conviction that somethings 
were not right no matter if it is law and approved by the ruling body of the day.   
 
Their reason for disobedience went beyond political to theological. The midwives feared 
God. They knew that God was the author and sustainer of life. They recognized his 
sovereign authority. As the giver of life, he was the only one who could take life. 
Pharaoh had overstepped his authority, and they would not succumb to political or 
nationalistic pressure to take human life.  
 
It was a powerful moment that has been played out countless times in human history. 
As men and women of conviction and courage refuse to bow to governing authorities 
who propose laws that jeopardize the lives of others. We have seen these powerful 
displays of courage as men and women stand against sadist regimes, stand for civil 
rights of all people, and stand for the lives of the unborn who can’t speak for 
themselves. 
 

2. The Mother displayed courage and creativity. (2:1-3) 
In light of Pharaoh’s edict, an Israelite couple gave birth to a son. According to 
Pharaoh's law, this boy was to be exterminated. But this mother, like most mothers, 
would do anything she can to protect and to save her son. As the boy grew, she 
realized that she could no longer keep him undercovers, so she executed a plan. Aware 
of Pharaoh's daughter's routine and rituals, the mother placed the child in a waterproof 
basket among the reeds on the Nile. Paradoxically, the Nile was the execution site of 
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the Hebrew baby boys (1:22). In a sense, she was obeying Pharaoh’s order. She did 
place her child in the Nile, but in a waterproof basket and in a location where Pharaoh’s 
daughter might find the child. Apparently, the child was in grave danger, but now he 
was in a position of potential rescue. It was a daring move fraught with gut-wrenching 
pain and heart-filled hope. Would the child be spared or would the child, in time, come 
to the same fate as so many other Hebrew baby boys? The mother’s actions were a 
demonstration of faith in a God who specializes in rescues, like Noah and his ark. 
 
This mother recognized that not only was the child a gift from God, but God’s favor was 
upon the child. In ancient days, beauty was a sign of God’s favor. This was no ordinary 
child. This child would grow up to lead the rescue and deliverance of the Hebrews from 
Egyptian bondage. He would write the first five books of the Bible, the Pentateuch. He 
would be mentioned more than seven hundred times in the Bible.  
 
We know these facts now, but not then. Divine intervention would have to occur for the 
baby to be saved. Other people play a significant role, including Pharaoh’s daughter. 
 

3. Pharaoh’s daughter rescued the baby. (2:5-9) 
Pharaoh's daughter came to the Nile to bathe. Portions of the Nile were considered 
sacred, especially at those places where the Nile flowed near the temples. These 
sections were fenced off and protected from the crocodiles for the royal family. 
Doubtless, the princess had an enclosure reserved for her own use. And, the princess 
bathing spot seemed to have been well known to the mother. Here, the basket with the 
child was placed. And, on this day, the princess saw the basket, ordered its retrieval, 
discovered the boy, and felt compassion for the child.  
 
What a fantastic turn of events. Pharaoh’s daughter would rescue the one who would 
grow up to rescue the nation of Israel. The very family that was killing the Hebrew baby 
boys would be the same family that would save this Hebrew boy. God’s hand was 
evident. God’s rescue was terrific. God's timing was perfect. 
 
But the story gets better. 
 

4. Miriam does her part. (2:4-9) 
Miriam, the baby’s older sister, probably 11 or 12 years old, played a significant role in 
the baby’s rescue.  

• She stood guard over the baby in the basket, floating on the Nile, protecting the 
child drowning or from crocodiles attacking.  

• She discerned Pharaoh’s daughter’s heart and asked a fundamental question: 
“Should I go and call a Hebrew woman who is nursing to nurse the boy for you?”  

• She enlisted the boy’s own mother to nurse and care for the child while in 
Pharaoh’s daughter custody. 

 
It was a stunning turn of events. The child was saved. The child was not only rescued 
by Pharaoh's daughter. The child would be nursed, reared, and cared for by its own 
mother. The child would be raised by his own mother in the protection of Pharaoh. 
And, she received payment to mother her own child. 
 
Conclusion: Was all this remarkable coincidence or divine providence? God's hand 
was seen at every turn in this drama. God protected the one who would defend the 
Hebrews. God rescued the one who would rescue the Hebrews. God guided the 
characters in this story to save the one who would guide the nation of Israel.  
 
God was at work to accomplish his purpose. God is still at work today. His grand drama 
is playing out throughout the world. And, just as the characters in Moses’s story played 
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a role, God calls on us to play our roles with courage, conviction, and creativity. 
Sometimes our parts are grand, and, at other times, our roles are small but equally 
significant. Will we play our role and do our part as a cast of God’s unfolding drama of 
redemption and rescue? 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. You can read more of his writing at rickezell.com.  


