
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When 
Materialism Consumes. The people in Haggai’s day were much like those in our day—
they had been consumed by materialism. Rather than putting together their resources to 
make the name of God known among the nations they used their resources on 
themselves and hid behind poor theology.  
Introduction:  
The story is told of a group of friends who went deer hunting and paired off in two’s for 
the day. That night one of the hunters returned alone, dragging an eight point buck but 
his partner Harry was nowhere to be found.   
One of the hunters asked, “Where’s Harry?”  
“Harry had a stroke of some kind. He’s a couple of miles back up the trail.” 
“You left Harry laying there, and carried the deer back?” 
“A tough call,” nodded the hunter, “but I figured no one is going to steal Harry.”  
 
Some might not agree, but those hunters had wrong priorities. The same is true of the 
folks in Haggai’s day.  
 

1. The hypocrisy of wrong priorities 
 
We have a tendency to use theology as an excuse for sin. That is what we see in verse 
2 when the people say, “The time has not come for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt.” 
They were likely using the prophesies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel to make the argument 
that it’s not yet time to build the Lord’s house. But God calls them out in verse 4 when 
he notes how they are throwing resources into building their own houses.  
The people are saying, “it’s not time to build God’s house”, and God is saying, “so it is 
time to build up your house?” It is interesting that God mentions their “paneled houses”. 
In order to do this you would have to have cedar. There are only two places to get 
cedar. Either you go to Lebanon or you take it from the stockpile that was to go towards 
building the temple. Either they are actually stealing from the Lord to build their own 
houses or they are working really hard and putting all their energy into building their own 
kingdom. Neither option is good.  
 
Materialism is the American way. But it’s not the way of Christ. I’ve always been 
convicted by these words from John Piper on the rich fool:  
 

“Does not the OT promise that God will prosper the faithful?  Indeed!  God 
increases our yield so that by giving we can prove that our yield is not our God.  
God does not prosper a man’s business so that man can move from a Buick to a 
BMW.  God prospers a business so that hundreds of unreached peoples can be 
reached with the gospel.  He prospers a business so that 20 percent of the 
worlds’ population can move a step back from the [brink] of starvation…Too 
many people are shaped by the consumer culture than by the economics of 
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Christ.  They still operate on the simple rule:  If you earned it, you deserve it.  It’s 
yours; use it for your own material comfort.   

 
He continues…”The evidence that many of our people are not rich toward God is 
how little they give and how much they own.  Over the years God has prospered 
them.  And by an almost irresistible law of consumer culture, they have bought 
bigger (and more) houses, newer (and more) cars, fancier (and more) clothes, 
and all manner of trinkets and gadgets and containers and devices and 
equipment to make life more fun”.   

 
And he closes with this underlying principle, “The problem is not earning a lot.  
The problem is the constant accumulation of luxuries that are soon felt to be 
needs.  If you want to be a conduit of God’s grace, you don’t have to be lined with 
gold.  Copper will do.” 

 
The people in Haggai’s day were lining their houses with cedar.  Or using Piper’s 
terminology they were lining their lives with gold while the house of God laid desolate, 
they were more concerned with their own comfort than the glory of God.  Materialism 
will make us think we need and deserve houses lined with gold. We’ll give God the 
leftovers of our wealth and pretend like we are being good stewards.  
 

2. The hindering of wrong priorities 
In verse 6 we see how the Lord is hindering them from having fulfillment from their 
foolish priorities. God does the same thing today. Materialism will never satisfy. He 
loves us enough to not allow things to satisfy us.  No man will ever be satisfied with 
money.  No man will ever be able to eat a meal (unless he is on death row) and say, 
well that is it…I’m finished.  This meal will now sustain me for another 50 years.  And 
this is what God was allowing to happen, in a mighty way.  They would plant crop and 
would only reap half of what they had sown.  Their futility was being shown.  And God, 
says, see I did that.  
 
God loves us enough to hinder us from trying to find ultimate joy in temporary things.  
 

3. The hope for wrong priorities 
 
At the end of Haggai God makes a promise to Zerubbabel that he will sit on the throne 
and have authority. Certainly this is talking about a historical leader of Israel, but this is 
actually pointing to an even greater King. In Matthew 1:12 you’ll notice this name in the 
genealogy of Jesus. 
  
Zerubabbel was in Jesus geneology.  Jesus s the king who would sit on the throne.  It is 
he who will shake the foundation of the world, it is he who will overthrow the chariots 
and the riders.  It is he who will sit on the throne forever.  It is he who will judge us.  And 
it is for him that we should live our lives and not waste them.  Jesus Christ is the single 
passion to live our lives by.   
 
Jesus is the answer to our materialism. When our satisfaction is in him then the fleeting 
pleasures of this world lose their luster.  
 
Conclusion:  
 
There is a new word that you’ve perhaps never heard of but it is plaguing many young 
folks in our nation. Josh Harris summarizes: 
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What is affluenza? Affluenza is a nifty little word that some clever sociologist 
created by mixing two different words together. The word affluence means 
having a great deal of money. Influenza is a highly contagious disease.  
And when you mash the two you get “affluenza” which is a useful word for 
describing the problems generated by a rich consumer culture that has an 
endless hunger for more and more stuff.  
Affluenza is the disease of greed. It’s the materialistic mindset that says that 
getting more money and possessions for yourself is the ultimate aim of life. 
Affluenza is the spirit of our age and it has infected all of us. 

This was perhaps the disease of those in Haggai’s day and it certainly a disease in our 
day. The only cure is the gospel of Christ which transforms our desires and our 
priorities. May we live in this redemption instead of the foolish spiral of materialist 
rebellion.  
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