
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Marriage 
is Questioned. Marriage was a hot-topic item even in Jesus’ day. For Jesus the debate 
was about divorce. The Pharisees were viewing marriage from the ground up. When we 
view marriage from the ground up we’ll never see it rightly. Jesus grounds marriage in 
creation and helps us see it is between one man and one woman for life.  
Introduction:  
When I was in fourth grade we took a vision test. I failed miserably. But I disagreed. I 
didn’t need glasses. I could see just fine. Or so I thought. I argued and argued until I 
actually got a pair of glasses and realized all of the things that I should have been 
seeing. It was such a slow fade that I didn’t notice. I had grown so accustomed to the 
way that things were that I was unable to see how things should have been. 
Or consider the ant. Playing with them and putting something in their path. From my 
perspective I can see that it’d be much easier to just go around and reroute, but these 
little guys don’t know that and so they start trekking up this rock and exerting way more 
energy than is necessary—but again they don’t have the proper perspective. But they 
don’t have a clue because they can only see the world through the eyes of an ant. In the 
same way apart from grace we’ll drift into seeing the world through the eyes of the fall.  
We come into this passage today much the same way that the Pharisees of old did. And 
can you blame us. Even our Bible headings, I believe reflect this. For most Bible’s the 
heading on Mark 10 says something like “Teaching on Divorce”. But actually this 
passage is more about the beauty of marriage than it is about divorce. 

1. When we view marriage from the ground up we will never see it correctly 
 
We see from the very beginning the Pharisees were not actually pursuing truth. This 
little discussion about marriage is only “to test him”. Divorce was running rampant in that 
culture. There were two schools of thought on the legitimate grounds for divorce. The 
school of Shammai allowed divorce only in the case of adultery. Hillel allowed for it for 
almost any reason—even burnt meals. Or if you found a lady that you thought was a bit 
more attractive you could give your present wife a certificate of divorce.  
The debate on divorce was similar to the debate in our day on same-sex marriage. It 
became a litmus test to see if you were a “religious nut” or sensible person that 
understood the Bible is “outdated.” For those in church, we tend to view it as a litmus 
test to whether you believe the Bible and the power of the gospel or not. So the 
Pharisees give Jesus a test to see where he stands.  
As a side note, I’m always a bit wary of those who make a point of pain a point of 
debate. They are trying to play “gotcha” instead of actually pursue truth. What Jesus 
does, though, is he brings back the entire debate to its original intention. (He would 
have known it, since He wrote it). They were viewing it from the perspective of the fall, 

Sermon Series:  Engaging Culture in an Ever-Changing World 
To be used with:  Session Five 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  Viewing Marriage From Above, A Beautiful 

Picture 
Scripture: Mark 10:1-12 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

and looking for loopholes. They didn’t realize this was a concession by God in light of 
human depravity to protect women. So Jesus took them back to creation.  
We are the same way. If we view marriage from the ground up we will never get it right. 
We too must go back to creation. And we must engage discussions about marriage with 
a real desire to fulfill God’s good design. Any other starting point will leave us lacking. 
We cannot start with the fall, we have to start with the beauty of marriage.  

2. When we view marriage through the lens of the gospel we will see it 
correctly 

 
Using this text and a few others from Scripture I’ve come up with a definition of 
marriage. Our culture and our Supreme Court might define this differently and you could 
possibly do it better—but here is what I’ve come up with: 

Marriage is a binding covenant created by God between one man and one 
woman for our holiness, for our joy, as a picture of the gospel to spread the glory 
of God. 

This is the biblical picture of marriage. It is a binding covenant. Covenants are a big deal 
to God, thus marriage is not some trivial thing. Marriage is something which is created 
by God. If humans created marriage then we could make the rules.  But marriage is a 
binding covenant that is created by God, as such He makes the rules. Scripture is clear 
that marriage is between one man and one woman. “The two shall become one”.  This 
means breaking away from parents, past relationships, future relationships, and any 
other lovers.  This also goes against any arguments for homosexuality rightly being 
called marriage.  
The biblical view of marriage is also that it is for our holiness. Marriage is one of the 
means that God has ordained to sanctify us.  God is not satisfied with us merely having 
a “good” marriage. God wants to use our marriage to conform us more and more into 
the image of Christ. God has a rescue plan for your marriage. His goal is not simply to 
rescue your marriage. His goal is to use your marriage to rescue you. And our joy 
increases as our holiness increases.  
Ultimately marriage is a picture of the gospel. That is why Jesus says what he does 
here in Mark 10 about divorce. A marriage which is informed from the ground up will 
never rise to the level of accurately reflecting the Creator. Our marriages reflect Christ 
and his church. It was created by God to be a visible picture for everyone to see the 
love between Christ and His Bride. And all of this is for the purpose of spreading the 
glory of God.  
This helps us to see God’s design for marriage. It is a beautiful thing that God has given 
to His creatures. When we see this we understand why divorce is not God’s design.  
Conclusion:  
So what does Jesus mean in v. 10-12? 
What Jesus says here in verses 10-12 is really good news. Marriage is a picture of the 
gospel and so it is also a picture of permanence. Jesus isn’t saying that if you’ve viewed 
marriage from the ground up (or even lived in a ‘marriage’ from the ground up) that 
you’ve committed the unpardonable sin or that forgiveness is not available to you. Your 
marriage to Jesus is supreme and all that this implies.  
But any discussion on marriage needs to be a discussion about the beauty of marriage. 
It must be a call to fight for our marriages and surrender them to the Lord. We can 
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debate about marriage all day but if our marriage doesn’t actually reflect the beautiful 
design that God has then we’re only clanging cymbals.  
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