
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Life is 
Expendable. We live in a day when human life is only valued for what it can contribute. 
Even some “pro-life” argument fall prey to this. The Bible teaches that human life is 
valuable because every human is created in the image of God. We see this in how 
Jesus interacted with everyone in society.  
Introduction:  
There is a pro-life argument which I see often that goes something like this. We hear a 
story of a successful person and then at the end we hear about how his/her mother 
almost had an abortion. The takeaway is to say, “Oh my goodness, <insert famous 
person here>, could have been aborted. Therefore, we really should think about what 
we are doing with abortion. While it might be a compelling for some this is actually not a 
very good pro-life argument. Jared Wilson says it well:  

The biblical grounds for the pro-life argument have nothing to do with a person’s 
“usefulness” to a family or society. The Bible calls us to the pro-life position based on 
the reality that all persons are made in the image of God, that God has created us 
equal, and that therefore all life is precious, whether a person cures cancer or gets 
cancer, wins an Olympic medal or a Special Olympics medal, can compose like 
Mozart or sings like Roseanne Barr. 

We get a glimpse of the heart of Jesus in the first chapter of Mark. We see that Jesus is 
no utilitarian in his heart to save. We see from these verses the value of all people and 
that no life is expendable. Foundationally and philosophically to those who would 
destroy life, there really is no difference between the first century leper and the 
unwanted child (or handicapped elder) of the 21st century.  

1. Jesus came for ordinary people. (Mark 1:29-34) 
 
Have you ever wondered why Mark included the story of the healing of Peter’s mother-
in-law? Certainly it’s not to say, “Look, if Jesus is willing to heal a mother-in-law…” So 
what is Mark trying to accomplish? One of the reasons Mark tells us this story is to 
introduce his theme of Jesus healing on the Sabbath. But there is also something to this 
being a private encounter. This separates Jesus from the traveling healers and shows 
his unique role as Redeemer. But perhaps the greatest reason Mark tells us this story is 
that Jesus comes for common people with common needs.  
We have much to learn from children on this one. Have you ever watched a child who is 
missing a toy? It doesn’t matter how insignificant or small that piece is, the child will 
have to have it. Our solution is to settle for a similar piece, or to wait until it just turns up 
naturally. That is never the solution for children. They might have 99 perfectly put 
together pieces, but they’ll go after that one missing piece every time no matter how 
ordinary. When we see the heart of God shown through the love and power of Jesus, 
we realize he is One who goes after the ordinary. All human life has value. So no matter 
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how “insignificant” you are there is no depth that He won’t plummet to redeem those 
who are His. And certainly if we are to reflect the heart of God we too will be passionate 
about even the smallest or most “insignificant” of lives.  

2. Jesus came for forgotten people (Mark 1:35-39) 
 
Imagine you are a first century disciple of Jesus. You know the goal is to spread God’s 
name to all the nations, you know the Messiah has come to set all things right. In Mark 
1:32-34 we read a summary of this very thing happening. And so what would you 
expect in verses 35-39? You’d expect Jesus to stay right there where success is 
happening. You don’t leave a place like this to venture into unchartered territory.  
 
But notice what Jesus does. First, he goes away from the massive crowds to get alone 
with the Father. God sets his agenda not the needs of the people. Secondly, and this is 
what we would balk at in our day, he says, “let’s pack up and go to another town”. Why 
does he do this?  He does this because He will be the Suffering Servant. He doesn’t 
come with bells and whistles but with a heart to reach the forgotten.   
And so Jesus, as we see in verse 38, “came out” for the purpose of preaching the good 
news. And again we see something about the heart of Jesus here. He could have 
stayed in Capernaum and had quite the faith healing ministry. But he came for a 
different purpose. He couldn’t stay in Capernaum because he had sheep elsewhere. He 
came for the forgotten. Crowds are fickle. In fact the word used here helps us see the 
crowds want Jesus for their agenda. And the disciples are swept up into it, they’ve 
forgotten the forgotten. But not Jesus, He’s on a mission that will not be deterred.  

3. Jesus came for the untouchable people 
Jesus goes from popularity into an encounter with the walking dead. Lepers were the 
unwanted in that society. You didn’t touch a leper because of the impact it could have 
on you personally. And so lepers went their whole lives as social outcasts. But this leper 
wasn’t playing by the rules. He has the audacity to seek out Jesus. He knows that Jesus 
can heal him but he isn’t sure if he’ll want to. He probably figures that Jesus will be like 
any other teacher of the Law and respond with disgust, scorn, and disregard. But Jesus 
doesn’t recoil. He responds with compassion.  
Jesus doesn’t run from the leper. He turns towards him. And then he does the 
unthinkable. He touches him. You don’t touch lepers. This could give you leprosy. It has 
already been shown in the gospel of Mark that Jesus can heal just by the word of His 
mouth. So why doesn’t he do that here? Why not just say, “Be clean”? Because this 
shows us that Jesus touches the untouchable. And it also shows Jesus’ power. See 
Jesus should have become unclean by touching a leper. But instead of Jesus becoming 
unclean the leper becomes clean.  
Conclusion:   
Jesus came for the dirty to make them clean. We are all like the mother-in-law, the 
crowds, the leper. We need Jesus. We need to be made straight. We need to be made 
clean. Will we acknowledge—yes, even as believers—how desperately we need Jesus! 
Will we recognize how much we need Christ to continue His work of redemption in our 
hearts?  
If you haven’t responded to Christ yet, know that there is nothing you can do to be 
clean. Christ didn’t come for the touchable. He didn’t come for the clean. That is such 
great news. He came for the sinners. He came for those who are radically unworthy of 
Him.  
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Perhaps you’ve been guilty of not valuing human life and you are plagued by shame. 
You might feel these words of Ed Welch:  

“…shame can deliberately undermine any possible success. If you catch a whiff 
of something good, you treat it as a threat. You run from it, drink at it, drug at it, 
sabotage it…People who live with shame believe they don’t deserve anything 
good. Sure, others get hurt by shame’s self-destructive ways, but its not as if you 
wanted to hurt them. You are doing your loved ones a favor (you think) if you 
distance yourself from them. You will ruin lives eventually, so you might as well 
get it over with.” 

Don’t run from Christ. Run to him. God has always went after the untouchable—even 
those who have done the unthinkable.  
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