
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Races 
Collide. We live in a day filled with disunity and discord. But our world is actually not 
much different than the world in which the apostle Paul lived. The church in Rome was 
fractured by a collision of races (Jew and Gentile). In order to unite them for the sake of 
mission, Paul walked them through their shared unity in Christ.  
Introduction:  

During World War II, Adolf Hitler attempted to unite all religious groups with the hope of 
controlling them all. Some complied and others refused. Those who refused were often 
executed or put in concentration camps. When the war was over there was much 
bitterness between the groups who endured the persecution and those who complied. 
Which one was the real church? The German Church was in need of great healing.  

A similar situation faced the church in Rome. Emperor Claudius expelled all the Jews 
out of Rome. This meant the Roman church, previously led by Jewish believers, would 
now be led by Gentile Christians. After a few years the Jews were allowed to come back 
to Rome. This led to great difficulty within the church in Rome; who was in charge? 
Would the Jewish Christians regain their role as leaders or would it remain the faithful 
Gentile Christians who faithfully led while the Jewish Christians were expelled out of 
Rome.  

Paul needed the church in Rome to be united because he was going to use this for a 
hub for missionary activity into Spain. So Paul wrote his letter to the Romans in order to 
unite the different races/cultures within the church at Rome. In this we see the mighty 
power of the gospel to unite believers.  

1. Realizing our shared position as sinners leads to unity. (Romans 1:18-3:20) 
 

There really isn’t much of a difference between drowning in 50 feet of water or 500 feet 
of water, you’re still drowning. In Romans 1-3 Paul puts both Jew and Gentile in the 
same court room. It doesn’t matter the color of their skin, their nationality, or their 
upbringing, all have fallen short of the glory of God.  
“What then? Are we Jews[a] any better off?[b] No, not at all. For we have already charged 
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin…” There are no groups of people who can 
take the moral high ground. We have all fallen short of God’s glory. When we compare 
ourselves by ourselves we can trick ourselves into thinking we are better off than others. 
But when we compare ourselves to the all-searching and unsurpassable perfect 
righteousness of God, we fail miserably. When we realize this our differences flatten a 
bit as we are all guilty before God.    

2. Realizing our shared hope in Christ leads to unity (Romans 3:21-5:21) 
I once had a backstage pass to an event which featured several Christian leaders. In 
order to get in the backstage area you had to have a wristband, it didn’t matter who you 

Sermon Series:  Engaging Culture in an Ever-Changing World 
To be used with:  Session One: When Races Collide 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  Same Kind of Saved as Me, The Romans 

Road to Unity 
Scripture: Romans (Overview) 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

were. No wristband, no access. Likewise, if you had a wrist band it didn’t matter if you 
were a no-name person, like myself, you too had access backstage. Though there were 
great differences between all those backstage we were united in wearing a wristband. In 
the same way no matter if we are Jew or Gentile, black or white, male or female, our 
shared identity is found in Christ.  
Paul has put everyone in the same courtroom and declared them guilty. In Romans 3-5 
Paul shows how we are all equally justified before God through faith in Christ. If we are 
innocent it is through the same means (faith) in the same person (Christ). This leaves 
little room for boasting. As Paul said, “Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God.” We have the same hope.  

3. Realizing our shared means of growth leads to unity (Romans 6-8) 
Paul has helped the Jews and Gentiles to see that they are both equally guilty and also 
if they are in Christ they are equally justified before God. If he had left his letter here 
there would have been a bit of wiggle room left. They could engage in what I would call 
blank-slate Christianity; the idea that God cleans our slate and then tells us to go make 
good on our second chance. If God had done this then we could make a differentiation 
based upon our growth in Christ. But Paul continues and shows that our means of 
growth is also the same.  
Both Jew and Gentile were given the life-changing Spirit of God who broke the 
enslavement brought upon by the Law’s relation to our sinful hearts. Again Paul was 
putting both on an equal playing field. If you have the Spirit then you walk according to 
the Spirit and not according to the flesh.  
Conclusion:  
Romans 15:5-6 is actually where Paul has been leading the Roman Christians since 
verse 1. “Now may the God of endurance and encouragement grant you agreement with 
one another, according to Christ Jesus, so that you may glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with a united mind and voice.” The gospel is the foundation for 
this unity. Paul took 15 chapters to show the Romans that they were united in Christ. In 
Jesus we have true unity regardless of our differences.  
A reporter for The Atlantic once tried to bring out competitiveness amongst the three 
tenors (Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo, and Luciano Pavarotti). Domingo put that to 
rest quickly when he said, "You have to put all of your concentration into opening your 
heart to the music. You can't be rivals when you're together making music." This is what 
Paul did with the church at Rome. He united them in Christ and propelled them towards 
mission. May we do the same as we increasingly pursue racial reconciliation.  
 
Mike Leake is the husband to Nikki and father to Isaiah and Hannah. He is also the lead 
pastor at FBC Marionville, MO. His writing home is http://mikeleake.net.  


