
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, this sermon begins with Simeon’s motivation to see Jesus and then 
examines the variety of reasons people in Jesus’ adult life searched for Him. Some 
reasons were valid. Others were not. Like the men who came to Philip requesting to see 
Jesus (John 12:21), we want to see Him too. But why? Is our motivation pure, or does it 
need some adjustment? 
 
Introduction: Simeon knew by the Spirit’s revelation that he would see Israel’s Messiah 
before he died (Luke 2:25-26). Was this Simeon’s prayerful request, or was it God’s 
gracious gift to an old man with good character? How long was it until the fulfillment met 
the promise? Did Simeon search every face to find the Messiah’s eyes staring back at 
him? The Bible doesn’t say.  
 It does tell us though that Simeon’s quest came to completion one day as he 
excitedly held a week-old baby Jesus. The One Israel in general and he in particular 
had sought was now present in his arms. He peacefully accepted whatever came next. 
 Many people sought Jesus throughout His earthly ministry (John 12:21). They did 
not always seek Him with Simeon’s motivation. People today still seek Him, and they do 
so for a variety of reasons. 
 

1. Because they believe Jesus will make life easy. “you are seeking me… 
because you ate your fill” (John 6:26) 
 
Jesus performed a miracle that filled the bellies of over 5000 people. The next 
day, these people worked diligently, crossing a dangerous lake to find Jesus. But 
instead of being impressed with their faith and rewarding their efforts, Jesus 
identified and condemned their motivation. They wanted an endless supply of 
food. They thought following Jesus would grant them an easy, problem-free life. 
 But Jesus never advertised a cushy existence. He warned those who 
would listen that life would be increasingly difficult if they followed Him (Matt. 
24:9). Sacrifice. Humiliation. Betrayal. Abandonment. These are what Jesus 
promised His followers. Many walked away. Those who chose to stay offered this 
reason for doing so: Jesus gave eternal life. 
 Do you want an easy life or an eternal one? Your answer will determine 
whom you seek and why. 

2. Because they want Jesus to heal them. “and they brought unto Him all sick 
people” (Matt. 4:24) 
 
Four men tore through a roof to get their friend to Jesus (Mark 2). A 
contaminated woman rudely pushed her way through the crowd for a chance to 
touch the hem of Jesus’ garment (Matt. 9). A brazen uninvited sinner came to 
dinner at Simon’s home and wept over Jesus (Luke 7). They all came for the 
same reason: healing. And each of them, along with many others Jesus 
encountered received what they sought. Jesus could heal. Jesus came to heal. 
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 Do you seek healing? If you’re ailment is physical, Jesus might not grant 
the healing you seek (2 Cor. 12). He never promised that. But Jesus will not 
refuse one whose weakness is spiritual or emotional. He said, “Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Seek 
Jesus. He will heal your wounded heart. 
 

3. Because they fear Jesus’ influence in their lives. “for envy they delivered 
Him” (Matt. 27:18) 
 
It sounds contradictory. Seeking Jesus because you fear Him? Who would do 
that? The Pharisees did. They didn’t fear what Jesus would do to them. They 
should have. No. They feared the affect Jesus’ actions were having on their 
constituency. The more people followed Jesus, the less people listened to the 
religious leaders. So they sought Jesus to rid the world of His teaching. 
  People still seek Jesus to destroy Him. Browse the internet for information 
about Jesus and Christianity. Much there is inaccurate. Some will be positive and 
useful, but you will also find brutal attacks on Jesus and His teaching. Why would 
people diligently search for problems in the Scriptures? Why would they write so 
adamantly about deficiencies with God and the faith Jesus’ taught? Not in all 
cases, but for some, it is because they are running from the change Jesus wants 
to bring in their lives. People attack what they fear. 
  You, like the power structure of Jesus’ day are satisfied with status quo. 
Jesus brings radical change. Is the reason you attack Jesus, His church and His 
teaching because you fear the influence Jesus wants to have in your life? Give 
in. The change Jesus brings is good. 
  

4. Because they need Jesus to save them. “we trusted that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel” (Luke 24:21) 
 
Two disheartened disciples encountered a talkative Stranger on the road. Their 
rhythm of step and their countenance revealed the depth of their sorrow.  He 
asked them why they were so sad. They spoke of Jesus and how they had 
hoped He would save Israel. Unstated but nonetheless real was their even 
deeper despair over their still present need for a personal Savior.  
  The Stranger opened the Scriptures to them. He explained how all that 
had recently happened was part of God’s plan to redeem Israel and them. By the 
time they got to their destination, their sorrow had morphed into excitement. And 
then the Stranger was gone but not before they knew their hope was not in vain. 
  Jesus saves. His death on a hill in Jerusalem didn’t destroy hope. It’s what 
hope is founded on – hope for the world, hope for me and for you. For those who 
seek Jesus for the salvation He provides, these will find their greatest need 
fulfilled and their wildest hope realized.    
 

5. Because they anticipate Jesus’ kingdom. “Looking for...the glorious appearing 
of...our Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13) 

 
The Jesus Simeon held as a baby, the adult Jesus who taught the masses, the 
victorious Jesus who emptied the grave, the homeward bound Jesus who rose 
as His disciples gazed in disbelief, that Jesus is coming again! Jesus promised it. 
So did the angels and the biblical writers. 
 When He comes this time, He won’t be a baby, beaten or bloodied. He will 
be King!  
 Simeon got it. Death was once the end we all faced. We feared it. It was 
so final, and so alien. No longer. To embrace Jesus takes all fear that death once 
held and crushes it. Jesus is at the end. Either because of our rising to Heaven 
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or because of His return to earth, we will be with Him forever never to face 
separation again. 
 

Conclusion: People of the past sought Jesus for a variety of reasons. People today still 
do. But for those who have Him as Savior and Lord, we do two things. We search the 
Scriptures to learn of Jesus and deepen our love for Him. And we search the skies for 
the reunion day that is drawing closer with each x on the calendar. Search the 
Scriptures and the skies. Jesus is coming again! 
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