
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, this sermon connects the trust that Mary showed in accepting her role as 
Jesus’ mother with the trust Jesus’ disciples showed in following Him. Each of them 
submitted to God’s call on their lives even though that call was costly. 
Introduction: The angel came and presented a young woman with an option. The 
choice was not between becoming a mother or not. She had to decide between 
obedience and rebellion. Mary chose well. She trusted God enough to submit to His 
costly call on her life. 
 Thirty years later, Mary’s son called twelve men to be His disciples. He promised 
them nothing – at least nothing that would appeal to most in our day. They had little 
reason to listen to Jesus’ call. He hadn’t performed any miracles yet. No one outside His 
family and His Nazarene neighbors knew His name. They chose to follow Jesus 
anyway. It would cost them the world. But they would gain eternity. 

1. Jesus called His disciples to leave. “they immediately left the ship and their 
father” (Matt. 4:22) 
 
In the 2018 film Christopher Robin, Winnie the Pooh makes this comment: “I 
always get to where I'm going by walking away from where I've been.” Silly Pooh 
Bear, with his usual innocent wit, stumbles on a great truth. No one can gain 
what they want without releasing something they have. The difficulty is in 
deciding whether the cost of losing what you currently possess is worth the 
acquisition of what you desire.  
 Each of Jesus’ disciples faced an immediate decision to leave something 
of great value. Peter and Andrew, James and John each left their profession 
even though it was all they knew. So did Levi. Doing so likely infuriated his 
Roman employers. Nathanael and Simon the Zealot jettisoned prejudices that 
would have otherwise limited their ministry. Each man had plans for what they 
believed their future would be. Each had responsibilities to family, country and 
heritage. Jesus called them to leave. They did.  
 Jesus is still calling His disciples to leave. 

2. Jesus called His disciples to learn. “and He taught them many things” (Mark 
4:2) 
 
That’s what disciple means…a learner, a follower. Before they could change the 
world, these twelve had much to unlearn. Jesus had much to say. He taught 
them the difference between what was shiny and what possessed true value. 
Through His parables and His example, He taught them to bypass society’s 
standards and see people as equal creations of God. He taught them that though 
God is concerned about men’s actions, He is more concerned about the heart. 
  He overturned tables to teach them. He multiplied food to teach them. He 
sent them into horrific storms knowing this was the only way they could learn His 
presence would be with them even when they could not see Him. 
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  One of the first lessons Jesus taught was on humility and trust. They had 
unsuccessfully fished all night. Jesus, the carpenter, told them to throw their nets 
on the other side. They knew fishing. With no other reason than their trust in the 
one who gave the command, they obeyed. And the fish almost swamped their 
boats. When they obeyed without logical reason for doing so, and when Peter 
knelt at Jesus’ feet on the shore, they evidenced their teachability. So Jesus 
taught them. 
  He still calls His disciples to learn.  
 

3. Jesus called His disciples to change. “I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 
4:19) 
 
No one can spend extended time around Jesus and remain unchanged. Being in 
His presence will affect you. It will either soften your heart or turn it to stone. 
 Jesus was not content for His first disciples to just learn. Their knowledge 
had to translate into a heart change and change of action. There was no 
observable, significant or permanent change in either area throughout Jesus’ 
ministry. It must have frustrated Him. His followers argued over who was the 
greatest among them; Jesus washed their feet. Peter cut off an enemy’s ear; 
Jesus allowed His enemies to torture Him. Jesus gave His life; they ran away to 
preserve their own. 
 Change did come. Jesus had promised. “I will make you fishers of men.” 
Jesus always finishes what He starts (Phil. 1:6; Heb. 12:1). Jesus called them to 
change. 
 Jesus is still calling His disciples to change. 

4. Jesus called His disciples to go. “the Lord appointed other seventy also and 
sent them” (Luke 10:1) 

 
They left, they learned, and they changed. It was time for them to go, to practice 
what they had seen Jesus do. There is no point to becoming a disciple of Jesus 
without the “going.” Jesus came to “seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).” A 
disciple’s primary task is to become like his master (Luke 6:40). It is impossible to 
be a disciple of Jesus without following His call to go (Matt. 28:18-20).  
 The going was both a culmination of the learning process and a 
continuation of it. No disciple has learned all he needs to know or changed 
everything that needs correction until he stands before Jesus. The stress of 
going showed what was lacking in their knowledge and their character and 
brought them back to the Master for Him to supply what was lacking. As they 
obeyed His call to go, the Lord added daily to His church. 

  Jesus is still calling His disciples to go. 
Conclusion: Jesus’ male disciples did not embrace God’s call on their lives as quickly 
and completely as Mary did. For them, there was always the possibility of retreat...and 
they did temporarily go back to fishing after Jesus’ resurrection. But each of them 
eventually showed Jesus’ wisdom in His choosing.  
 Willingly they laid down their plans. Willingly they laid down their goods. Willingly 
they laid down their lives just as their Master had done. Though none of them achieved 
perfection on earth, they each emulated Jesus and trained others to do the same. 
Disciples making disciples...that’s the call Jesus still puts to us today. Will you answer 
His call? 
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