
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, this sermon parallels the obedience of Joseph to wed Mary with the 
obedience a blind man gave to Jesus’ command. Both acts of obedience resulted in a 
miracle. But both also proved costly for the people involved. 
Introduction: Joseph didn’t get much sleep that night. Mary told him news he never 
dreamed he would hear. She was pregnant. After tireless attempts to rationalize 
marrying her, Joseph had decided to end their relationship. He thought coming to this 
conclusion would give him peace and grant him rest, but he was wrong. How does 
anyone sleep with a broken heart? 
 During the night, an angel visited Joseph and confirmed Mary’s miraculous story. 
The angel further told him to wed Mary. Did the angel’s message grant him sleep finally 
or prevent whatever rest he would have gotten? Marrying a pregnant woman would 
carry a high price. Did Joseph weigh his options through the night and like Boaz, his 
ancestor, decide that any cost was worth paying for his bride? However sleepy Joseph 
was the next morning, he knew exactly what he was going to do: He was obeying God. 
 Thirty years later, the son Joseph raised stood before another who would 
experience a test. A man born blind sat on the temple steps begging for help. He had no 
inkling of how his life would change based on encounter with Jesus and one act of 
obedience. From this account, Jesus taught some lessons on obedience.  
 

1. Disobedience is not the only cause for suffering. (v. 1-3) 
 

Jesus’ notice of a man born blind prompted a question from His disciples. Whose 
sin resulted in the blindness? Though Jesus corrected their assumption of a 
direct correlation between this man’s condition and a sinful act, the disciples 
were correct in two points. Sin causes suffering. It may take a while, but it will 
come. The disciples also correctly assessed that the man’s suffering was due to 
his ancestors’ actions. They just didn’t go far enough back in the family tree. 
Adam and Eve brought suffering into God’s creation by bringing sin into their 
lives. 
 Long before this “chance” encounter, the blind man had asked the 
disciples’ question in his own mind. Can you hear him voicing it to his parents? 
He had put it to God countless times. “What did I do wrong?” He sought meaning 
for his suffering. 
 Have you asked his question? “What did I do wrong?” The answer might 
be nothing, at least nothing that is the direct cause of your current distress. Job 
endured anguish without personal guilt. So did Jesus. But in each case, God 
received glory. Are you willing to suffer if the result is God’s glory? Will you be 
obedient even when the cause for your pain eludes you? 
 

2. Obedience is the only way to healing. (v. 6-7) 
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The man, whose hearing and touch worked perfectly, couldn’t believe the 
sensations they delivered. He heard someone spit. He felt something slimy being 
applied to his eyes. How should he interpret this? How should he respond? Then 
a voice commanded him to wash in the pool of Siloam which was outside the city 
walls. For some reason, the blind man obeyed the authoritative voice. He came 
back seeing. 
 Jesus’ removal of this blindness was unusual in two ways. First, it was not 
instantaneous. Second, the healing required obedience to Jesus on two levels. 
The blind man refused to withdraw from Jesus’ filthy touch. Though there were 
closer sources of water, though the journey was dangerous for the man in his 
current condition, though Jesus was the one who had caused the mess, when 
Jesus told him to wash, he went. 
 There can be no healing without obedience. Jesus wants to do something 
in your life through your situation. Will you permit Him? Jesus wants you to do 
something for Him while you are suffering instead of waiting till your situation has 
changed. What Jesus requires may be potentially embarrassing or costly. Will 
you obey? 
   

3. Obedience will create new struggles in your life. (v. 13-34) 
 
Doing as Jesus required solved one problem, but it created some new ones for 
this man. He experienced a crisis of identity. For his whole life, he had been “the 
blind man.” He wasn’t blind anymore. People didn’t recognize the man they had 
always seen but had never known. Even his parents kept their distance. 
  Those who had ignored his plight now took notice of him, not because of 
the miracle but because he broke one of their laws. Obeying Jesus often requires 
disobeying societal rules. As evidenced here, not everyone will share your new 
enthusiasm about following Jesus. The life of obedience is a blessed life, but it 
isn’t an easy one. You will have to choose who you want to please – Jesus or 
men – and you will have to pay the cost your choice incurs. 
  

4. Obedience testifies to what you genuinely believe. (v. 35-38) 
 
Your affirmation of belief is not the same as the verification of it. Saying and 
doing, especially when the doing involves sacrifice, produce wholly different 
outcomes. Jesus found the formerly blind man after the religious establishment 
rejected him. Jesus asked him, “Do you believe?” Jesus already knew the 
answer to the question. The man proved his faith through his obedience to Jesus 
and his refusal to back down in the face of pressure coupled with a lack of 
support. 
  It’s interesting. When the man returned from washing, Jesus was not there 
to greet him. Jesus healed him and then left him to fend for himself. It wasn’t until 
after the man had successfully and courageously gone through his interrogation 
that Jesus arrived and identified Himself. Jesus’ disappearance would have been 
enough for many today to question His motives. But instead of complaining about 
Jesus’ absence through his trial, the man worshiped Jesus. He proved his faith 
through his actions and his words. 
 

Conclusion: What a day this guy had! He started the day blind but accepted, kind of, 
by the synagogue. Then Jesus healed him. Now he could see, but he was no longer 
welcomed by his faith. Was his situation better or worse at the end of the day? Ask him. 
He’ll tell you. To give up a faith led by blind guides in order to follow a Savior who is the 
Light of the world is no sacrifice. 
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