
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Jesus is Lord and He deserves our worship. 
 
Introduction:  When I was a pastor in Missouri, our choir used to sing a song each year 
at Christmas called, “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem.”  It’s been recorded by several gospel 
and bluegrass groups.  It’s a pretty song, and it has a nice little play on words.  The first 
two verses talk about the star in the sky that guided the Wise Men to Bethlehem, but the 
last verse talks about the real “star” of Bethlehem.  After all, the primary focus of this 
text is not the star that shone over Bethlehem, but the baby that was born there.  
Metaphorically speaking, He was the true “star” of Bethlehem. 
 
Many people contend that the Wise Men were not present at the actual birth of Jesus. In 
fact, Jesus may have been as much as two years old by the time they arrived.  
Nevertheless, the story of the Wise Men and King Herod is connected with the birth of 
Jesus.  We can only speculate why Matthew chose to include this story in his account of 
Jesus’ life, but my guess is he did it to show that Christ came not just for the Jews, but 
for all people.  Matthew was a Jew himself, and his gospel has a heavily Jewish flavor.  
More than any of the others, he focused on how Christ’s birth fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecy.  Yet Matthew knew as well as any of them that Christ did not just come for 
the people of Israel, but for all the people of the world.  Did the Wise Men really 
understand who Jesus was?  One thing is certain: they knew this was no ordinary Child. 
 

I. The mysterious Magi. 
 
A. Who were the Wise Men? 

1. Most likely, they were from Persia. 
a. The Magi date back as far as the Babylonian Empire, and their 

influence continued long after that empire was gone. 
b. Israel had been on friendly terms with Persia for many years by the 

time Jesus was born.  
2. They were probably somewhat familiar with Old Testament prophecy. 

a. When the Persians overthrew Babylon, they allowed the Jews to 
return to Israel.  However, many stayed in Persia. 

b. Some Jews, such as Daniel, Nehemiah, and Esther, held important 
positions in the Persian government. 

B. They had been guided by a star. 
1. Though the Wise Men were likely astrologers, we should not use this 

text as a justification for astrology. 
a. The Bible condemns astrology as a form of idolatry. 
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b. Astrologers try to predict the future by studying the stars.  The star 
of Bethlehem, by contrast, signaled an event that had already taken 
place. 

2. What was the star that guided them? 
a. Some believe it was a comet or a supernova. 
b. Many believe it was a supernatural star created by God for this 

special occasion. 
 

II. A cruel king. 
 
A. When Herod heard about the Wise Men, he was “troubled”. 

1. Herod the Great is well-documented in secular history. 
a. He did many great things for the people of Israel, such as 

renovating and expanding the temple. 
b. He was part Jewish, but he was not a devout worshiper of the God 

of Israel. 
c. Since he was not a full-blooded Jew, many Jews resented his rule 

over them. 
2. By the time the Wise Men visited him, Herod was old and sick, and he 

lived in constant fear of rebellion. 
a. He had even had some of his own sons put to death. 
b. When he heard there was a new king born in Israel, he knew it 

could mean nothing but trouble. 
B. Herod asked the priests and scribes where the Messiah would be born. 

1. They cited the prophet Micah. 
a. He was a contemporary of Isaiah, who also wrote much about the 

coming Messiah. 
b. Micah predicted that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 

2. Herod met privately with the Wise Men. 
a. He asked them when the star had first appeared. 
b. He sent them to Bethlehem, and he directed that they return to him 

afterward and tell him where the Child was. 
 

III. A sovereign Savior. 
 
A. God was in control of things, despite Herod’s scheming. 

1. When the Wise Men found Jesus, they worshiped Him. 
a. They presented Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh, which were 

typical gifts for royalty. 
b. They obviously feared God more than Herod, since they heeded 

His warning not to return to Herod. 
2. Jesus would not die until God was ready for Him to die. 

a. Herod tried to kill Him, but he failed. 
b. Other people tried to kill Him during His earthly ministry, but they 

also failed. 
B. People still try to destroy Jesus. 

1. They cannot kill Him, but they try to discredit Him. 
a. Through mockery. 
b. By ridiculing His Word. 
c. By persecuting His church. 

2. In the end, He will prevail. 
a. Even His worst enemies will bow before Him. 
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b. Not everyone will be saved, but every knee will bow to Jesus. 
Conclusion:  As I write this, our nation is currently in a state of deep division over 
various political issues.  People do not know how to argue civilly, so they resort to 
personal attacks and slander.  An election is coming up, and we do not know what the 
future holds.  I am often reminded of a story I read in Readers’ Digest many years ago.  
A man had taken his small son to a meeting of the U.S. Senate.  The little boy noticed a 
man sitting off to the side, and he asked his father who it was.  His father said he was 
the Senate chaplain.  The little boy was impressed, and he asked his father if the 
chaplain prayed for the Senators.  The father responded, “No, son, he just listens to 
them conduct business, and then he prays for the country!” 
In fairness, not all the problems in this country can be blamed on our politicians.  We’ve 
created quite a few of them on our own.  Be that as it may, I’m glad that the future of this 
country is not in the hands of our political leaders.  When all is said and done, all of our 
politicians – Democrat and Republican – will bow down and acknowledge that Jesus is 
Lord.  So will every king, president, dictator, and other political leader who has ever 
lived.  So will Mohammed and Buddha and every other religious leader in history.  So 
will the people who have blasphemed Him.  They may laugh at Him now, but one day 
every single one of them will bow before the King of Kings.  We don’t need to worry 
what the future holds, because our King will win the final victory! 
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