
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  We have a sure hope when we trust in Jesus. 
 
Introduction:  I’m sure many of you have faced events in your life that brought a 
mixture of joy and sadness.  Before I moved to Virginia, I was a pastor in Missouri.  I 
remember my last Sunday at my church there.  I was about to get married, and my 
fiancée and her father had driven to Missouri to help me move.  I had been a bachelor a 
long time, so I was excited that I was finally getting married.  I was also excited about 
moving to Virginia.  Still, I was sad.  Missouri had been my home for the last eleven 
years, and it was hard to leave.  Many of my church members felt the same way.  Some 
of them cried on the Sunday I resigned (so did I!).  They were happy for me, but they 
were still sad to see me leave.  I love it here in Virginia, but I still miss them. 
 
In the second chapter of Luke’s Gospel, we read about a man who felt a mixture of joy 
and sadness over the birth of Jesus.  That man was Simeon.  On the one hand, Simeon 
was overjoyed when he saw the baby Jesus.  Think about it: for hundreds of years the 
Israelites had waited for the Messiah to come.  Many people had given up on this 
promise, but not Simeon.  God had specifically promised him that the Messiah would 
come in his own lifetime.  The Bible doesn’t say how old he was, but I think it’s safe to 
assume he was an elderly man.  He didn’t know how many years he had left on earth, 
but he knew the Messiah would come before he died.  When he saw the baby Jesus, he 
was elated.  God’s promise to him had finally been fulfilled.  Yet, if you’ll look at 
Simeon’s words, you’ll also see a hint of sadness.  Unlike many people in Israel, he had 
no delusions about why Jesus had come.  He knew the Messiah had come not to lead a 
revolution, but to die. 
 

I. A dutiful ceremony. 
 
A. Luke noted two common ceremonies for baby boys. 

1. Circumcision. 
a. It was performed on baby boys who were eight days old. 
b. It symbolized God’s covenant with Abraham (Genesis 17:10-14). 

2. The redemption of the firstborn. 
a. This was a reminder of the death of the firstborn when God 

delivered the Israelites from Egypt. 
b. The firstborn of all sheep and cattle were to be sacrificed to God.  
c. If it was the firstborn of a donkey or a horse, its neck was to be 

broken. 
d. God forbade human sacrifice, so the firstborn child of a human was 

to be redeemed. 
B. Why did Luke choose to record this information? 
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1. It reminds us that, even as an infant, our Lord was without sin. 
a. If Jesus had not fulfilled the law perfectly, he could not have been 

the perfect sacrifice for our sins. 
b. True, He depended on His parents as a baby.  On the other hand, 

don’t forget who chose His parents in the first place! 
2. It reminds us that Jesus was born under humble circumstances. 

a. “A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons” – This was the 
sacrifice of poor people (Leviticus 12:8). 

b. Jesus could have been born in the finest palace on earth, but 
instead He took “the form of a servant” (Philippians 2:7). 

 
II. A delighted seeker. 

 
A. A man named Simeon was in the temple. 

1. He was waiting for “the consolation of Israel” – that is, the Messiah. 
a. By this time, the Jews were divided into several sects: Pharisees, 

Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots, etc.  As far as we can tell, Simeon 
was not affiliated with any of them. 

b. Many Jews had given up hope that the Messiah would ever come, 
but Simeon had not. 

2. God had told him he would see the Messiah in his own lifetime. 
a. Simeon was probably an elderly man and did not have long to live, 

but he still believed God’s promise to him. 
b. The political situation in Judea was not ideally suited for the coming 

of the Messiah, but Simeon still believed. 
B. His encounter with Mary and Joseph was no coincidence 

1. When he saw the baby Jesus, he knew God had kept his promise. 
a. He took the child into his arms and “blessed God”.  In those days, it 

was common for parents to ask a rabbi to bless their new baby. 
b. Simeon was ready to “depart in peace”. 

2. He praised God because his eyes had seen God’s “salvation”. 
a. Since he referred to both Jews and Gentiles, he was probably 

referring to spiritual deliverance rather than political deliverance.  
b. “Which thou hast prepared” – He knew that the coming of the 

Messiah was part of God’s eternal plan. 
 

III. A disturbing statement.  
 
A. Simeon spoke some very disturbing words to Mary. 

1. “This child is set for the rising and fall of many in Israel.” 
a. He would make many enemies. 
b. Few people would be neutral toward Him. 

• When my grandmother died, her pastor and I did the funeral 
together.  As we traveled to the cemetery, he mentioned where 
he had attended college, and I knew a couple of people who 
had served on faculty there.  I asked him about one man in 
particular, and he laughed.  He said, “Not too many students 
were neutral about him.  They either loved him or hated him!”  
The same holds true of Jesus.  When you have a true encounter 
with Him, you will either love Him or hate Him.  

2. “That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
a. Jesus would see people as they really are. 
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b. Some repent of their sins and throw themselves on His mercy, but 
others become hostile. 

B. He warned Mary, “A sword shall pierce through thy own soul.” 
1. Mary would experience extreme sorrow and pain. 

a. She was present at Jesus’ crucifixion (John 19:26-27). 
b. Many Bible scholars believe Joseph had died by the time Jesus 

was crucified.  If that is true, it would explain why Simeon spoke 
this prophecy only to Mary. 

2. Jesus was never under any delusions about why He had come. 
a. He repeatedly told His disciples that He would be crucified. 
b. His disciples were shattered when He was put to death, but when 

He rose again three days later, it all began to make sense. 
 

Conclusion:  When I was a college student, people were talking about a little booklet 
called Eighty-Eight Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988.  1988 came and went, 
but Christ did not return.  Since then we’ve seen several other people try to predict the 
return of Christ, and they have not fared any better.  They remind me of a cartoon I saw 
years ago that depicted an old man in a robe walking down the street with a sign that 
said, “The world will end tomorrow.”  The next panel showed the same man carrying a 
sign that said, “The world will end today.”  The last panel showed him carrying a sign 
that said, “The world ended yesterday.” 
Time and again, people have made predictions that proved to be untrue.  When God 
says something is going to happen, though, you can bank on it.  God promised Simeon 
that he would live to see the Messiah, and he did.  God also revealed to Simeon that the 
Messiah would be reviled and ultimately put to death, and that’s exactly what happened.  
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us not forget why He came.  He gave His life on 
the cross so you could be forgiven and spend eternity in heaven.  I say this as kindly as 
I can: the only alternative to Jesus is eternity in a devil’s hell.  Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life.  No man comes unto the Father but by me.”  He offers you eternal 
life in heaven if you will receive Him today as your Lord and Savior. 
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