
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Jesus came for our salvation. 
 
Introduction:  Years ago, my Dad’s family had a big reunion.  He came from a large 
family, so when they all get together with their children and grandchildren, it makes for 
quite a mob!    During the reunion, I stayed with my parents, and so did one of my 
uncles and his family.  Some other family members were there, too, so my Mom had 
quite a job making room for all of us.  My Dad kept telling my uncle, “Don’t worry.  If we 
run out of room, we’ll just make Ken sleep in the barn.”  Of course, he always said it 
when I was within earshot!  I finally looked at my uncle and said, “See how much love 
there is in this family?”  My uncle laughed and said, “Yeah!  Touching, isn’t it?” 
 
For the record, my Dad didn’t really make me sleep in the barn!  Be that as it may, I was 
a grown man at the time so while I might not have cared for such accommodations, I 
probably would have survived (my Dad was a career soldier, so I’m sure he’d slept in 
much worse places).  On the other hand, suppose I had just been a small child, or even 
a baby?  In that case, my Dad might have gotten in trouble for even suggesting that I 
move to the barn.  What kind of father would make his own son sleep in the barn when 
better accommodations were available? 
 
One of the great ironies in world history was the fact that God’s own Son was born in a 
manger.   Can you imagine what would have happened if any other king or nobility had 
chosen to stay in a common man’s home?  The family would have given him the best 
room in the house, even if it meant someone else had to sleep in the stable.  Yet the 
baby born that night was no mere king.  He was the King of Kings! 
 

I. The providence of His birth. 
 
A. It happened during the days of Caesar Augustus (Octavian). 

1. He was the nephew of Julius Caesar. 
a. After Julius Caesar was murdered, he became part of the “Second 

Triumvirate”, along with Mark Antony and Lepidus. 
b. He defeated Mark Antony at the Battle of Actium in 31 B.C., and he 

became ruler of Rome. 
c. His reign began a long period of relative peace and stability that 

historians call the Pax Romana. 
2. He decreed “that all the world should be taxed”. 

a. It was actually a census for the purpose of taxation. 
b. Everyone was required to return to the city of his ancestry. 

• The Romans normally let different regions carry out a census 
according to their own customs.  The custom of returning to the 
city of one’s ancestry seems more Jewish than Roman.   
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3. Mary went along with Joseph. 
a. Luke called her “his espoused wife”.  They had come together as 

husband and wife, but in those days a marriage was not considered 
official until the couple had sexual relations. 

b. Jesus was conceived supernaturally in the womb of a virgin. 
B. These circumstances happened according to the providence of God. 

1. God used the Roman census to fulfill Micah 5:2. 
2. Mary’s virginity was in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14. 

 
II. The proclamation of His birth. 

 
A. An angel appeared to a group of shepherds. 

1. Of all the people God could have chosen to tell this news, why did He 
choose these shepherds? 
a. Shepherds were some of the most despised members of society. 
b. The Bible says God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8). 
c. When God does things that defy human logic and human wisdom, 

He gets more glory (1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 
2. “The glory of the Lord shone round about them”. 

a. The Old Testament uses the phrase “glory of the Lord” to refer to 
the visible presence of God. 

b. The shepherds were “sore afraid”.  However, this was not a 
visitation of judgment, but an announcement of good news. 

B. Suddenly they were joined by a whole multitude of angels. 
1. Most likely, the whole sky was lit up with angels. 

a. We know Jesus had more than twelve legions of angels at His 
command (Matthew 26:53).  By Roman reckoning, one legion was 
about 6000 men, so twelve legions would have been 72,000. 

b. If the shepherds were “sore afraid” at the sight of one angel, 
imagine how they felt when they saw this whole host of angels! 

2. “And on earth peace, good will toward men” – This phrase is often 
quoted during the Christmas season, but most people misunderstand 
it. 
a. The angels were not talking about peace among men, but peace 

between man and God. 
b. We were under God’s judgment, but Jesus was born so that we 

might have peace with Him (Romans 5:1). 
 

Conclusion: In my library I have a collection of sermons by the great reformer, Martin 
Luther.  In one of his sermons on this passage, Luther talked about his own quest to 
find peace with God.  If you’ve read about him, you know he struggled with this issue for 
many years.  He talked about his life as a Catholic monk.  He regularly went to 
confession; it’s been said that he wore out his priest because he made so many 
confessions!  He did all kinds of penance, and even beat himself with cords.  He did all 
kinds of work in the church, but he could never find any real assurance that his sins had 
been forgiven.  He finally found his answer through the study of the Scriptures: peace 
with God came through Jesus Christ, and only through Jesus Christ.  It wasn’t a matter 
of making enough confessions or doing enough good works.  Jesus had paid the full 
penalty for sin, and it was simply a matter of trusting Him by faith. 
 
Friends, that is why celebrate Christmas.  We talk about “peace on earth, good will 
toward men”, but the real reason Jesus came was to make peace between us and God.  
He took the penalty you deserve, and through faith in Him you can receive forgiveness 
and eternal life.  Do you know Him today? 
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