
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Embrace God’s call on your life.  
 
Introduction:  In the fall of 1980, I was in the eighth grade.  That year, a big question 
was on everyone’s mind.  It wasn’t about the upcoming presidential election, or the 
Iranian hostage crisis, or the economy.  No, in the fall of 1980, the big question on 
everyone’s mind was: “Who shot J.R.?”  If you’re my age or above, you know what I’m 
talking about.  The most popular show on television at that time was “Dallas”.  It was a 
prime-time soap opera, and the primary character was J.R. Ewing, portrayed by the late 
Larry Hagman.  He was dishonest and unscrupulous, and on the last show of the 
previous season he’d upset several people with his chicanery.  At the end of that 
episode, he was working late in his office one night when someone walked in and shot 
him.  All summer long people pondered and debated the identity of the shooter.  Early in 
the next season, the shooter was revealed, and it was the most-watched episode in TV 
history up to that time. 
 
 Isn’t it amazing how people can wait with breathless anticipation for something that is 
completely fictional?  The people of Israel, by contrast, waited with breathless 
anticipation for something that was real.  They longed and waited for the coming of the 
Messiah.  They waited not for days or months or even years, but literally centuries.  At 
the time of Jesus’ birth, Israel had not known political independence for more than six 
hundred years.  Be that as it may, God told the people not to despair.  Someday Israel 
would be restored as a nation and God would send them a new King.  He would be 
unlike any other King the world had ever seen before or would see again.  When the 
angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, he announced that God’s promise was about to be 
fulfilled.  The Messiah would soon be born, and not only that, Mary would be His 
mother.   
 

I. A startling arrival. 
 
A. The angel Gabriel paid a visit to Mary. 

1. This same angel had previously paid a visit to Zacharias. 
a. He is only one of two angels mentioned in the Bible by name (the 

other is Michael, the archangel). 
b. He is mentioned in the book of Daniel, and he’s connected with the 

coming of the Messiah. 
2. The text specifies that Mary was a “virgin”. 

a. The word translated “virgin” is the Greek word parthenos.  It means 
“virgin” in the same way we would understand it. 
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b. She was “espoused” to Joseph.  That is, she was legally betrothed 
to him, but they had not yet come together as husband and wife.   

B. The angel said Mary had “found favor with God”. 
1. She was “troubled” when she saw him.  The word can also be 

translated “confused” or “perplexed”. 
a. No one had heard a word from God in four hundred years. 
b. Mary knew nothing about his previous appearance to Zacharias. 

2. The word “favor” can also be translated “grace”. 
a. Mary was a sinner like anyone else, and she was chosen strictly by 

the grace of God. 
b. Attempts to have her named as “co-redemptrix” are blasphemous. 

 
II. A stunning announcement. 

 
A. The angel told her she would give birth to a son. 

1. He would be named “Jesus”. 
a. The name “Jesus” was the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew name 

“Joshua”.  It means “the Lord is salvation” or “the Lord saves”. 
b. He would be “great”.  

• I’ve been a history buff ever since I was little.  This world has 
produced many great men: George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., and many others.  Yet all of 
their greatness pales in comparison to Jesus. 

2. He would have an everlasting kingdom. 
a. David was Israel’s greatest king, but not even his kingdom lasted 

forever. 
b. At the time the angel made this announcement, David’s 

descendants had not ruled Israel for over 500 years. 
B. Mary wanted to know how it could be possible. 

1. Mary may not have had much scientific knowledge, but she still knew 
how babies were made. 
a. Her child would be conceived supernaturally by the Holy Spirit. 
b. Her child would be the Son of God, and no earthly man would be 

able to claim Him as his own. 
2. Jesus’ conception was absolutely unique. 

a. Pagan myths tell of gods cohabiting with humans, but none of them 
tell of a virgin birth. 

b. Her cousin Elisabeth had already conceived in her old age, but that 
was nothing compared to what would happen to Mary. 

 
III. A selfless acceptance. 

 
A. Though Mary has been exalted beyond what Scripture teaches, we should 

give her credit where credit is due. 
1. Like Moses, she might have offered excuses. 

a. “No one will ever believe this!” 
b. “I have my reputation to consider!” 

2. She was taking an incredible risk. 
a. Joseph might have broken off the engagement (and he nearly did). 
b. She might have been publicly humiliated, or even stoned. 
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Conclusion:  Franklin Graham, the son of Billy Graham, is now an evangelist in his 
own right.  Some time ago I read an article in which he spoke out on the persecution of 
Christians in other countries.  He noted that Islam is not a religion of peace; it is a 
religion of war.  They believe the only way they can have real assurance of eternal life is 
to die in a holy war.  Then he made a comment that struck me as rather profound.  
Franklin Graham said his message to Muslims is very simple: “You don’t have to die for 
God.  God died for you.  He sent His Son to die for you.”   
 
 Friends, that is exactly why we celebrate Christmas.  Someone has wisely said that all 
other religions seek after God, but only the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a record of God 
coming down to man.  Does God love Muslims?  Sure He does, and He sent His Son to 
die on the cross for their sins.  If they repent of their sins and trust in Jesus, they can 
receive forgiveness and eternal life.  But do you know what’s even better?  So can you!  
You may not be as bad as some people in the world, but you are still a sinner in the 
eyes of God.  Nothing can change your sinfulness, but through faith and trust in Jesus, 
you can find forgiveness and eternal life. 
 
 
 

Ken Jones is the senior pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He 
holds a B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an 
associate professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
 


