
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Following God’s plan will require change in your life, but it’s worth it. 
 
Introduction:  When I was in college, the Southern Baptist Convention was in the midst 
of a big controversy over the inerrancy and authority of God’s Word.  If you remember 
those days, you know that one of the hot topics of debate was the virgin birth.  To my 
amazement, some people argued that the virgin birth wasn’t all that important, and we 
shouldn’t let it divide us.  One prominent liberal pastor commented that only Matthew 
and Luke mentioned the virgin birth, so it must not be all that important.  I daresay that 
would have been strange talk to Matthew and Luke!  Of the four gospels, they were the 
only two who gave us any details of Jesus’ birth.  However, both of them stated in 
unmistakable terms that He was born of a virgin.  Evidently, they thought it was 
important. 
Why is the virgin birth important?  With respect to our Catholic friends, the purpose of 
the virgin birth is not to exalt Mary.  Neither was it intended to present celibacy as an 
ideal.  The purpose of the virgin birth is to remind us who Jesus is.  When the angel 
Gabriel told Mary that she would conceive a child, he told her it would happen by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Then he said, “Therefore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”  In the virgin birth, we see the humanity 
and the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If Jesus had come to earth as a full-grown 
Man, He would not have been fully human.  He came into this world the same way the 
rest of us do: through the womb of a woman.  However, just so there would be no 
mistake about who He was, He was conceived supernaturally in the womb of a virgin.  
No man on earth would ever be able to claim this Child as his own.  He would be God’s 
Son, and only God’s Son.   
 

I. A troubling dilemma. 
 
A. Mary was “espoused” to Joseph (other translations say “betrothed”). 

1. Betrothal was much more serious than a mere engagement. 
a. It was a legally binding covenant, and it could only be dissolved 

through divorce. 
b. The betrothal period lasted about a year, and its purpose was to 

test the couple’s faithfulness to one another. 
2. Unfaithfulness during the betrothal period was a serious offense. 

a. It was considered the same as adultery. 
b. It was punishable by death. 
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B. When Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant, he naturally assumed she 
had been unfaithful to Him. 
1. Did Joseph not know about the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary? 

a. A betrothed couple had very little contact with each other before 
they came together in marriage. 

b. Even if Mary did tell Joseph, he was understandably skeptical (a 
virgin birth was just as unheard of then as it is now). 

2. Joseph was in a moral dilemma. 
a. As a man of integrity, he did not want to marry someone who had 

been unfaithful to him. 
b. He was also compassionate, and he did not want to humiliate Mary. 
c. Jewish laws of that day allowed divorce for practically any reason, 

so Joseph decided to dissolve the relationship quietly and not tell 
anyone the reason. 

 
II. A timely dream. 

 
A. As Joseph “though on these things”, an angel appeared to him in a dream. 

1. Joseph had to know this was no ordinary dream. 
a. The world had not heard a word from God in four hundred years. 
b. Except for Mary and Zacharias (Luke 1:5-11), no one in Joseph’s 

day had ever seen an angel. 
2. The angel told Joseph not to be afraid. 

a. The baby in Mary’s womb had been conceived supernaturally by 
the Holy Spirit. 

b. He baby was unlike any other baby the world had ever seen before, 
or ever would see again. 

B. This was done in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 7:14). 
1. Some try to argue that the word “virgin” in Isaiah’s prophecy should be 

translated “maiden” or “young woman”. 
a. When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, the translators 

used the word parthenos, which can only mean “virgin”. 
b. Isaiah was promising a sign of extraordinary proportion.  A normal 

conception and birth hardly fit that description. 
2. The name “Immanuel” means “God with us”. 

a. Scientists marvel at the vastness of our universe.  How much 
greater is the God who created it. 

b. That same God took on human flesh and became one of us. 
 

III. A tremendous decision. 
 
A. When Joseph awoke, he knew God had spoken to him. 

1. He took Mary to be his wife. 
a. “He knew her not” – That is, he had no sexual relations with her 

until after Jesus was born. 
b. After Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph likely had a normal marriage 

relationship (the Bible does not teach the “perpetual virginity” of 
Mary). 

2. This was a courageous decision on Joseph’s part. 
a. Most likely, gossip had already spread regarding Mary’s pregnancy. 
b. When Joseph took Mary as his wife, he very likely became the 

target of gossip, too. 
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B. Why did God choose to become a man? 
1. He did not do it so He could understand our problems and needs. 

a. God is all-knowing, so He already understands our problems. 
b. He became a man to reveal Himself to us. 

2. In the virgin birth, we see Jesus’ deity and humanity. 
a. If He had come to earth as a fully-grown man, He would not have 

been fully human. 
b. He was conceived supernaturally, so people would know that He 

was God’s Son. 
 

Conclusion: Dr. Roland Q. Leavell was president of New Orleans Seminary for 
many years, and he was a leading authority on evangelism in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  One of my seminary professors had served on faculty with him, and he 
used to tell this story about him.  Dr. Leavell said when he was a young pastor there 
was a medical doctor in his town who was a skeptic.  I don’t know if he was an atheist 
or an agnostic, but he was skeptical when it came to the Bible, and he often hounded 
Dr. Leavell with difficult questions.  He said one day he and the doctor were talking, and 
the doctor said to him, “Suppose a young girl came to me who was pregnant.  Suppose 
she told me that she was still a virgin, and that she had conceived supernaturally.  
Would you expect me to believe her?” 
 
Dr. Leavell said, “Sir, suppose a young girl did tell you a story like that.  Suppose we 
watched her child grew up, and he lived a sinless life.  Suppose we saw that child do all 
kinds of miracles, and suppose he taught great things that no one had ever heard 
before.  Then suppose that child was put to death on a cruel cross, and suppose he 
came back from the dead three days later.  Then suppose, two thousand years later, 
that child is still changing the lives of everyone who believes on him.  Sir, if that child 
could do all that, I don’t think I’d have any trouble believing he was born of a virgin!” 
 
Josh McDowell has said it well: if God became a man, we should expect Him to make a 
unique entrance into this world.  God did become a Man, and that man was Jesus 
Christ.  He did have a unique entrance into this world: He was born of a virgin.  We can 
believe in the virgin birth because we know who Jesus really is.  He wasn’t just a 
prophet or a teacher or even a miracle-worker.  He was the Incarnate Son of God.  He 
paid the penalty for your sins with His death on the cross, and He rose from the dead 
three days later.  Through faith in Him, your life can be changed for the better, and you 
can have the assurance of eternal life in heaven.  Do you know Him today? 
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