
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Full Picture 
of Christmas, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  The birth of Jesus was no mere circumstance. It was planned by God. 
 
Introduction:  Not many years ago, people were caught up in the pageantry of “the 
royal wedding”.  That was when Prince William married Catherine Middleton.  Why did 
this event draw so much attention?  Prince William is a child of destiny, because he’s 
heir to the British throne.  I remember when he was born, and that was an event in itself.  
I also remember his father’s wedding to Lady Diana Spencer.  Ironically, if it hadn’t been 
for another wedding in the 1930’s, most people would never have heard of Prince 
Charles or Prince William.  That was when King Edward VIII decided to marry an 
American woman named Wallis Simpson.  Many people in the British government didn’t 
like the fact that the king was marrying a divorced woman, let alone an American, so 
Edward decided to abdicate.  His younger brother became King George VI, who was the 
father of Queen Elizabeth and the grandfather of Prince Charles. 
 
All three of these men – Prince William, Prince Charles, and King Edward VIII – were 
considered children of destiny.  When they were born, they were expected to inherit the 
throne and enjoy a long reign over Great Britain.  King Edward’s destiny didn’t work out 
so well.  I remember the high hopes people had for Prince Charles and Princess Diana, 
but their marriage didn’t turn out so well, either.  As for Prince William, I do wish him 
well in his marriage and his future, but only God knows what the future truly holds.   
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke of a different Child of destiny.  He would not be born for many 
centuries yet.  He would be unlike any other Child the world had ever seen before, or 
ever would see again.  That Child would change the course of history not only for Israel, 
but for the entire world.  He was talking, of course, about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I. His remarkable conception. 
 
A. The Lord told King Ahaz to ask for a sign. 

1. His kingdom was in serious trouble. 
a. Rezin the king of Syria, had formed an alliance with Pekah, who 

ruled over the Northern Kingdom of Israel (aka, “Ephraim”). 
b. They had banded together to make war against the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah, where Ahaz reigned. 
2. Ahaz refused to ask for a sign. 

a. He said he did not want to “tempt the Lord” – Ahaz was a very 
wicked king, so his concern was hypocritical. 

b. Isaiah said the Lord would still give a sign, not just to Ahaz, but to 
all of his descendants (“house of David”). 
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B. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son.” 
1. Some try to argue that the word translated “virgin” in this text actually 

means “maiden” or “young woman”. 
a. When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, the translators 

used the word parthenos, which means “virgin”. 
b. An ordinary conception would hardly qualify as a “sign”, and it 

would not have made the slightest impression on Ahaz. 
2. The child would be named “Immanuel”. 

a. Some contend that Isaiah was actually talking about the birth of his 
son, which is recorded in the next chapter.  However, Isaiah did not 
call his son “Immanuel”. 

b. The name “Immanuel” means “God with us”. 
 

II. His remarkable character. 
 
A. He would have many amazing qualities. 

1. “His name shall be called….” – In biblical times, a person’s name was 
more than a means of identification.  It revealed something about his 
character. 

2. This Child would have many facets to His character. 
a. “Wonderful” – This word can also be translated “extraordinary” or 

“incomprehensible”.  The same is used in Judges 13:18. 
b. “Counselor” – This suggests He would have great wisdom. 
c. “Mighty God” – Skeptics try to argue that this term does not refer to 

the God of the universe.  Yet the same term is used in Isaiah 10:21. 
d. “Everlasting Father” – My own father died in 2001.  Earthly fathers 

do not last forever, but our Heavenly Father does! 
e. “Prince of Peace” – He will establish true peace after He destroys 

and judges all that is evil. 
B. He would have an eternal reign. 

1. Unlike earthly kings, He would never be overthrown. 
a. He has already established a spiritual kingdom in the hearts of 

those who believe on Him as Lord and Savior. 
b. One day He will return and establish a literal kingdom. 

2. This would come about not by human effort, but by the power of God. 
a. He sent Jesus in “the fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4). 
b. When He is ready, Jesus will come again. 

 
III. His remarkable conquest. 

 
A. “A rod out of the stem of Jesse” – This can also be translated “a branch 

from the stump of Jesse”. 
1. David’s descendants would be reduced to a mere “stump”. 

a. Isaiah had already predicted the destruction of the Northern 
Kingdom, which happened in his own lifetime. 

b. He warned the Southern Kingdom they would face a similar fate if 
they did not repent.  This happened long after Isaiah’s death. 

2. A “Branch” would someday grow out of this “stump”. 
a. When a branch grows out of a stump, you know the stump still has 

some life in it. 
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b. God was promising that He would someday raise up a new King, 
and He would be the greatest of them all. 

c. Other Old Testament prophets referred to the Messiah as a 
“Branch” (Jeremiah 23:5; Zechariah 3:8, 6:12). 

B. This King would reign in perfect righteousness. 
1. His wisdom. 

a. He would not judge with his eyes or his ears (these senses can be 
deceived). 

b. Rather, He would judge in perfect righteousness and justice. 
2. His power. 

a. “The girdle” – Most likely, Isaiah was referring to a belt which held a 
soldier’s armor together, and also held his weapons. 

b. The Messiah’s only weapons would be righteousness and 
faithfulness. 

 
Conclusion: Several years ago, I came across an article by a liberal writer who was 
pushing for world peace.  He said world peace is not only possible, it’s inevitable.  I 
don’t mean any disrespect, but I’m afraid history has shown quite the opposite.  One 
hundred years ago, our nation became involved in World War I.  It was supposed to be 
“the war to end all wars”.  When the war was over, there were some noble attempts at 
preserving world peace – the Fourteen Points, the League of Nations, etc.  Yet just 
twenty years later, we were caught up in World War II, and it was bigger and more 
devastating than the previous war.  After World War II, there were more attempts at 
world peace, yet the wars have continued.  Today, with all of our modern technology 
and communication, wars and violence still happen.  People are sinful and selfish by 
nature, and as long as sinful people run this world, wars will continue to happen. 
 Ah, but one day it will come to an end.  Our Lord Jesus will return, and He will 
destroy the evil of this world.  He will reign as King, and then there will be eternal peace 
and eternal justice.  Yes, a day of world peace will come, but it won’t happen by human 
ingenuity.  It won’t happen through treaties or negotiations or trade deals.  It will happen 
by the power of God through His Son Jesus Christ.  When the Prince of Peace comes to 
reign, then there will be true peace. 
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