
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Nehemiah: 
Building a Life of Service, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Serving God includes celebrating His great work. 
 
Introduction: I used to be a pastor in southeast Missouri. I lived about three hours from 
St. Louis, so I visited there on occasion. I happened to be in St. Louis just a day or two 
after their football team won the Super Bowl. As you can imagine, the whole city was 
caught up in the excitement. As I was running some errands, I heard on the news that 
the team was expected to arrive back in St. Louis that evening. I determined to get my 
business done and get on the road for home by the middle of the afternoon, because I 
knew the city would be crowded that evening. 
We tend to celebrate when our favorite sports teams win a big victory, and there’s 
nothing wrong with that. Nevertheless, we have Someone much more important to 
celebrate, and that is our great God. In this section of Nehemiah, the city walls had 
been completed, and now it was a time for celebration. 

I. A word of consolation. 
 
A. Nehemiah and Ezra told the people not to weep. 

1. They wept when Scripture was read and explained to them. 
a. The Word of God convicted them of their sins, and they realized 

how much they had failed God (Hebrews 4:12-13). 
b. They wept tears of repentance. 

2. It was no longer a time for weeping, but for joy. 
a. God had forgiven their sins. 
b. It was time for the Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25). 

B. Our joy in the Lord is often preceded by weeping (Psalm 126:5). 
1. Many people weep when the come to know Christ. 

a. In repentance for sin. 
b. Out of joy for being forgiven.  

• George Younce, who sang bass with the Cathedral Quartet for 
many years, was known to weep tears of joy during their 
concerts. I once heard him say, “If you’ve never cried tears of 
joy, you’ve missed the best crying there is!” 

2. Joy is often perfected through sorrow. 
a. Earthly sorrows teach us to rejoice in the Lord. 
b. Happiness depends on circumstances, but joy is greater than 

circumstances. 
• I once heard my college pastor preach on this theme. I was 

talking with him after the service, and he said through the years 
he had often talked to students who said, “I wish could be 
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like…”, and they would name some person in the church. The 
pastor said he would always respond by saying, “Let me tell you 
what that person has been through.” They had learned the joy of 
the Lord, but it was perfected in sorrow. 

 
II. A song of celebration. 

 
A. They held a special service to dedicate the newly-built wall. 

1. The Levites came to Jerusalem. 
a. As the law required, they lived in various cities throughout the 

nation of Israel. 
b. Since this was a special occasion, they gathered in Jerusalem. 

2. They assembled a great choir with musical instruments. 
a. They were to sing songs of thanksgiving. 
b. Singing is an expression of joy. 

B. What does this text teach us about worship? 
1. Weeping and celebration are both appropriate in worship, depending 

on the circumstances. 
a. When we are seeking the face of God and searching our own 

hearts, we will often be moved to tears of repentance. 
b. When God does a great work in a church’s midst, then it’s a time 

for celebration. 
2. How do we celebrate God’s great works? 

a. Through testimony. 
b. Through prayer. 
c. Through song. 

• I’m well-aware of the “worship wars” going on in many of today’s 
churches. Time does not permit me to address them in this 
outline; I only bring them up to acknowledge that Christians do 
have varying preferences when it comes to your music.  
Whether your taste is traditional or contemporary – or 
somewhere in between – your songs should always come from 
the heart. 

Conclusion: When I was I in Missouri, our Baptist association had an annual children’s 
camp. I attended it many times, and I befriended many children in churches across our 
association. I remember one year when a couple of girls came forward during the 
invitation in the evening service. I took them aside and shared the Gospel with them, but 
they were both hesitant. I showed them more Scriptures, but they were still a bit 
resistant, so I decided to give the Holy Spirit a little more time to work on them. The next 
day I was walking along the sidewalk and I saw one of those girls. She walked up to me, 
put her hand on my shoulder, and said, “I got saved last night.” She explained that she 
had talked to one of the adults in her cabin that night. The adult had shared the Gospel 
with her again, and she prayed to receive Christ. 
Later, at the end of the evening service, the other girl came forward during the invitation.  
I was already dealing with a boy, so she talked to a different adult. The boy I was 
dealing with already knew the Lord, but he wanted me to pray with him over some 
matters, so I did. When I went back to the tabernacle, I saw the girl standing there with 
some others. There were tears running down her face, but I could tell they were tears of 
joy. She looked at me and said, “I got saved!” Let’s just say she wasn’t the only one who 
cried tears of joy that night! 
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Tears are often an expression of repentance, but they can also be an expression of joy.  
Weeping and celebration are both appropriate parts of worship. Let us weep tears of 
repentance when necessary, but let us never fail to rejoice when God does a great 
work. Let us celebrate the greatness and goodness of our God!   
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