
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Nehemiah: 
Building a Life of Service, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: God’s Word must be central to our lives to truly serve Him. 
 
Introduction:  My wife’s brother has a master’s degree in business administration.  
When we were dating, she told me about how he handled his course load in college and 
graduate school. He knew some projects made up a larger percentage of his grade than 
others, so he focused on getting those done well. If a project was not worth much, Celia 
said he “punted” it; that is, he didn’t give it too much attention. This approach served 
him quite well. Some time after Celia and I married, we were having supper with her 
brother, and she began talking about how he “punted” certain projects. Her brother gave 
an astute reply: “I didn’t ‘punt’; I prioritized.” 
I don’t have my brother-in-law’s organizational skills, but as a pastor I have learned the 
importance of setting priorities.  Sometimes I get overwhelmed with too many things to 
do, so I have to decided which ones are truly important and which ones can be let go.  
Nehemiah was a man who kept his priorities straight, as did the scribe Ezra.   

I. The priority of God’s work. 
 
A. The wall was nearing completion, so Sanballat tried a new tactic. 

1. He tried to lure Nehemiah away from the work. 
a. He was likely trying to get Nehemiah alone, so he could kill him.  In 

any case, we can be sure he was up to no good. 
b. Nehemiah declined.  Even if Sanballat was calling for a legitimate 

peace conference, it could wait until the wall was complete. 
2. Nehemiah and the others completed the wall in 52 days. 

a. Sanballat and the others perceived that this was a work of God, 
since it was completed in such a short time. 

b. When God does something His enemies cannot explain, they 
quickly lose their confidence.   

B. What works should take priority in the church? 
1. The priority of evangelism. 

a. Someone has wisely said that churches do not “drift” toward 
evangelism.  They drift away from it. 

b. Vance Havner used to say, “Evangelism is to Christianity what 
veins are to our bodies.  You can cut Christianity anywhere and it 
will bleed evangelism.  Evangelism is vascular, it’s our business.  
Talk about majoring on evangelism, you might as well talk about a 
doctor majoring on healing.  That’s our business.” 1 

2. The priority of discipleship. 
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a. It is not enough simply to get people through the baptismal waters.  
We must also ground them in the local church and God’s Word. 

b. Evangelism and discipleship go hand-in-hand. 
 

II. The priority of God’s Word. 
 
A. The people asked Ezra to read the Law of Moses to them. 

1. It was “the first day of the seventh month”.  Three Jewish feasts were 
celebrated during this month. 
a. The Feast of Trumpets. 
b. The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). 
c. The Feast of Tabernacles. 

2. The people had a great hunger for God’s Word. 
a. Some years had passed since they returned from Babylon, and 

there were signs of complacency among them. 
b. The law reminded them how they had strayed. 

B. Why should the Word of God take priority in our churches? 
1. Without it, the church has nothing. 

a. It is the church’s instruction book. 
b. It is our only offensive weapon in spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:17). 
c. It is our spiritual food.  

2. It alone has the answer to life’s biggest questions. 
a. It points out our basic problem (Romans 3:23). 
b. It points us to the only solution (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

• Ironically, people are trying to reach today’s culture with everything 
except the Word of God.  Last summer, one of our church members 
had her granddaughter staying with her, and she brought her to 
church.  Sometime later, after her granddaughter had returned home, 
the lady told me about a telephone conversation they’d had.  Her 
granddaughter had attended a large church in her area, and she said 
the pastor’s entire sermon was structured around an Arnold 
Schwarzenegger movie.  He did throw in a few token Scripture verses, 
but the movie was his main focus.  Her granddaughter told her, “I miss 
Pastor Ken.”  I don’t claim to be a great preacher; that’s not my point.  
The point is, even teenagers have a hunger for God’s Word.  Give it to 
them and satisfy their hunger! 
 

Conclusion:  I was at the Southern Baptist Convention a few years ago, and I had the 
privilege of talking with a gentleman named Jack Pogue.  He was a close friend of the 
late W.A. Criswell, longtime pastor of First Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas.  His name 
sounded familiar to me, so I went back and consulted Dr. Criswell’s autobiography.  
Sure enough, he told about how the two of them met.  In the early 1970’s, Pogue had 
recently become a Christian, and he had a real hunger for God’s Word.  Unfortunately, 
he was attending a very liberal church at the time, and the pastor was not preaching the 
Bible.  One Sunday the pastor openly denied the deity of Christ, so Jack Pogue made 
up his mind to find a church that preached the Bible.  One of his coworkers attended 
First Baptist in Dallas, so he decided to give it a try.  On his first Sunday there, he knew 
he had found his home.  He not only became a faithful member of the church, but he 
began a close friendship with Dr. Criswell that lasted until his death.  In fact, Jack Pogue 
took care of Dr. Criswell in his final months before he went home to heaven. 
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Your church may not have the same resources as First Baptist in Dallas.  Being a small-
church pastor myself, I understand what that’s like.  However, you do have the most 
important resources.  You have God’s Word, and you have the Holy Spirit within you 
and in your midst.  When your church gives priority to God’s Word and to evangelism, 
the Holy Spirit will do amazing things among you that you never thought were possible.  
Keep your priorities straight! 
__________________________ 
1 Michael Green, ed., Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book 
House, 1989, p. 128. 
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