
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Nehemiah: 
Building a Life of Service, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: As Christians, we cannot separate who we are from what we do. 
 
Introduction: When I was in seminary, one of the popular books on the market was 
The Gospel According to Jesus, by John MacArthur.  In fact, I was assigned to read it in 
one of my classes.  MacArthur argued against the kind of theology that taught it was 
possible to have Jesus as your Savior without obeying Him as Lord.  He noted that one 
does not “make Jesus Lord”.  Jesus already is Lord, and the question is whether or not 
we are going to obey Him.  If we refuse to acknowledge Jesus as Lord of our lives, can 
we really call ourselves His followers? 
Nehemiah encountered a similar issue among the people of Israel. They had returned to 
their homeland, and they were in the process of rebuilding the city walls. However, a 
crisis arose. The people were deeply in debt, and many of the creditors were their own 
countrymen. This was a spiritual crisis as well as a financial one, because the creditors 
were ignoring what God’s law said about usury and the enslavement of people for debt.  
Nehemiah warned them if they did not forsake these practices, they could very well 
bring God’s judgment on their nation again. 

I. The scandalous crisis. 
 
A. The people told Nehemiah of a terrible financial crisis. 

1. The land was plagued by famine. 
a. They were probably shorthanded for the harvest, since so many 

men were working on the wall. 
b. Many of them had mortgaged their land to buy grain. 

2. They had borrowed money to pay the king’s taxes. 
a. The Babylonians had imposed taxes on land, and the Persians 

continued the practice. 
b. They had been forced to sell their children into slavery. 

B. This was an issue of integrity. 
1. The law had specific rules about lending money. 

a. They were allowed to charge interest to foreigners, but not to their 
own countrymen. 

b. They were not allowed to take necessities from poor people as 
security for loan (Deuteronomy 24:10-13). 

c. People could be sold into slavery for debts, but certain conditions 
were to be observed (Leviticus 25:39-43). 

2. These were not just sins against their countrymen, but against God. 
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II. The stern caution. 
 
A. Nehemiah became angry when he heard what was happening. 

1. Anger is not always a bad thing. 
a. The Bible speaks of the wrath of God. 
b. Jesus became angry on occasion. 
c. Righteous anger is not self-centered. 

2. Anger can be dangerous. 
a. Righteous anger can become unrighteous (Eph. 4:26-27). 
b. Righteous anger should never lead to unrighteous actions. 

B. He warned them about the gravity of their actions. 
1. They were acting hypocritically. 

a. They had just been released from captivity, but now they were 
forcing their own people back into captivity. 

b. They were flagrantly violating God’s law. 
2. What happens when God’s people break His commands? 

a. We ruin our own testimony. 
b. We enable God’s enemies to blaspheme (2 Samuel 12:14). 

 
III. The suitable consequences. 

 
A. The people agreed to Nehemiah’s instructions. 

1. They agreed to restore what they had taken. 
a. They would restore the land they had taken from their debtors. 
b. They would return the interest they had charged. 

2. Nehemiah shook the front of his garment. 
a. This symbolized what God would do to anyone who did not keep 

his promise.  His house would be “shaken” and emptied. 
b. By saying “Amen”, the people were affirming their vows in the 

presence of witnesses. 
B. What should you do when you fail God? 

1. Remember that you have an Advocate (1 John 2:1). 
2. Confess your sins to God (1 John 1:9). 
3. Make restitution when necessary. 

 
Conclusion: Years ago, there was a popular comic strip called “Calvin and Hobbes”.  
Calvin was a rambunctious six-year-old boy who constantly got into trouble.  Hobbes 
was a stuffed tiger who came alive in Calvin’s imagination, and he was also Calvin’s 
sidekick.  They often discussed philosophical and moral issues.  One day they were 
walking along in a field, and Calvin asked Hobbes a question: “What do you think 
matters most – your actions, or what’s in your heart?”  Hobbes replied, “I think your 
actions show what’s in your heart.”  Calvin thought about that for a minute, then he 
looked at Hobbes and said, “I resent that!” 
Like it or not, your actions do show what’s in your heart.  Vance Havner used to say, 
“What’s down in the well will come up in the bucket.”  If your heart is truly devoted to 
God, then it will show in what you do.  You cannot separate what you do from who you 
are.  None of us are perfect, but we do need to be real.  When you mess up, admit it.  
This world is watching you.  As the old hymn says, “Your life’s a book before their eyes, 
they’re reading it through and through; say, does it point them to the skies?  Do others 
see Jesus in you?” 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
 


