
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Nehemiah: 
Building a Life of Service, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: Doing God’s work brings out detractors and opposition. 
 
Introduction: When I was a sophomore in college, rumors began to spread that a 
group of local Satan worshipers were planning to burn area churches on Halloween 
night.  I don’t know if there were actually any Satan worshipers in the area or not, but 
that was the rumor, and many people were concerned.  The rumors got back to my 
pastor, and one Sunday evening before Halloween, he addressed them from the pulpit.  
He said, “What’s the matter?  Is God dead?  Have we forgotten what it says in First 
John?  ‘Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world’” (1 John 4:4).  For the 
record, Halloween came and went, and no churches were burned. 
I don’t make light of Satan. I believe he is real, and we should be aware of how he 
works (2 Corinthians 2:11).  At the same time, we must be careful not to give him too 
much credit.  Satan is powerful, but neither he nor all of his forces are any match for 
God.  Do we really trust God to take care of us, even in the midst of danger? 
 

I. The fierce ridicule. 
 
A. When Sanballat heard that the Jews were rebuilding the wall, he became 

angry and mocked them. 
1. Who was Sanballat? 

a. Some ancient documents indicate he was governor of Samaria 1 
(whether he served in this capacity in Nehemiah’s day is uncertain, 
but it would explain his influence). 

b. If Jerusalem once again became the center of Israel, it would erode 
his own power. 

2. He taunted the Jews on several levels. 
a. He said they didn’t have the strength to finish it. 
b. He said they lacked sufficient materials. 
c. His cohort Tobiah said even if they finished the wall, it would so 

weak that a fox could knock it down. 
B. One of the devil’s greatest tools is mockery. 

1. He will use people to mock your beliefs. 
a. “God does not exist!” 
b. “No intelligent person can believe the Bible!” 
c. “Jesus never existed!” 

2. He will use people to mock your morals. 
a. “There’s nothing wrong with sex outside of marriage.” 
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b. “Homosexuality is normal.” 
c. “Abortion is a woman’s right.” 
d. “Christians are bigoted.” 

 
II. The frightening resistance. 

 
A. When ridicule did not work, Sanballat and his cohorts resorted to more 

sinister methods. 
1. He built a coalition to intimidate the Jews. 

a. He was angry that the Jews were progressing with the wall. 
b. The Ammonites and Ashdodites (Philistines) were longtime 

enemies of the Jews. 
2. Nehemiah took precautions. 

a. He and the others prayed for protection. 
b. They set up a guard. 

B. The devil knows how to play on your fears. 
1. The Bible says God has not given us a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). 

a. If fear does not come from God, then it comes either from the devil 
or from your sinful flesh. 

b. The devil knows how to make problems appear bigger than they 
really are. 

2. When we focus on who God is, our fears will melt away. 
• I’ve often said that the difference between a brave man and a 

coward is not that the brave man has no fears. A brave man does 
what needs to be done in spite of his fears. 

 
III. The firm reassurance. 

 
A. Nehemiah reminded them that God was bigger than their enemies. 

1. Do we truly believe in the power of God? 
a. If He is omniscient, then He is way ahead of our enemies. 
b. If He is omnipotent, no one can prevail against Him. 
c. If He is sovereign, nothing is beyond His control. 

2. The people still carried weapons. 
a. The trumpeter stood near Nehemiah.  He would warn the people if 

there was approaching danger. 
b. Though we should trust God, there’s nothing wrong with taking 

reasonable measures to protect oneself. 
B. Do we trust God in the face of stiff opposition? 

1. Opposition to Christianity is growing. 
a. In many countries, Christians are jailed simply for preaching the 

gospel or even for worshiping the true God. 
b. We have not reached that point in America, but if our liberties 

continue to erode, it may be in our future. 
2. Will we keep proclaiming God’s Word even when it’s dangerous? 

 
Conclusion: I’m a longtime Civil War buff.  Even though I come from a long line of 
southerners, I believe one of the most fascinating figures in the war was General U.S. 
Grant.  He was not a great strategist, but he was very resolute, and he won most of his 
battles by sheer persistence.  During the war he was consulting with one of his generals 
who had prior experience with their opposing commander, General Robert E. Lee.  The 
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general was speculating on what tactics Lee was likely to use in the upcoming battle.  
Finally, Grant told him, “Oh, I am heartily tired of hearing about what Lee is going to do.  
Some of you seem to think he is going to turn a double somersault, and land in our rear 
and on both of our flanks at the same time.  Go back to your command, and try to think 
what we are going to do ourselves, instead of what Lee is going to do.” 2  
As Christians, we would do well to follow that advice.  Sometimes we get so obsessed 
with what the devil’s crowd is doing, we forget that our Lord still reigns.  We know who’s 
going to win in the end, so we have no need to fear.  Let’s stop worrying about what the 
devil is doing, and start thinking more about what we are going to do to lift up the name 
of Jesus in our communities, our nation, and our world.   
_________________________________ 
1 “Sanballat”, The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol. 5, Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1975, p. 264.  
2 General Horace Porter, “Campaigning with Grant”, The Century Illustrated Monthly 
Magazine, December 1896, p. 230. 
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