
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Building a life of 
service, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Nehemiah, by God’s help, overcame a devastating situation in Jerusalem. The wall 
stood again. The people celebrated the situation and praised the God who made it 
happen. Likewise, most of the people in Jesus’ Luke 15 parables began with difficult 
circumstances but ended with joy over the change in their circumstances. 
  
Introduction: You have likely heard Celebrate originally released by Kool and the Gang 
in 1981. Ronald Bell, the song’s author, was sitting in his hotel room one night reading 
the Bible. “God called the angels together, and made an announcement that he was 
going to create this human—the human being. He gathered the angels together and 
they said, ‘We don’t know nothin’, but we just celebrate you, God—we celebrate and 
praise you.’”1  
 Though it may be difficult to pinpoint what Scripture Bell was referencing 
(possibly Job 38:7), he got something right. Celebration and praise rightly belong 
together. In Luke 15, Jesus told three parables to illustrate the power of celebration and 
the praise that flows to God when what was once lost is restored. 

1. Negative situations make celebration possible. (Luke 15:8) 
 

Each of the stories Jesus told on this day started with a problem. A shepherd 
was missing a sheep, a woman was missing a coin, and a dad was missing a 
son. We know and rejoice in the celebration at the end, but we struggle with the 
loss. We can empathize. We’ve been there. 
 Loss is painful. No one enjoys it. But in these parables, loss and all that 
comes with it are the prerequisite to a later celebration. We learn from these 
examples. Instead of focusing on present suffering, we can anticipate by faith the 
coming joy. See pain as a door to pleasure. Praise Jesus in both because He 
rules in each situation. 
 

2. No celebration happens without work. (Luke 15:8) 
 

None of the people affected by these losses gracefully accepted what happened 
to them. The shepherd still had ninety-nine percent of his sheep. The woman still 
had ninety percent of her coins. The dad still had one son. They were not 
satisfied, not because they were greedy, but because what they lost had value 
for them. 
 So they worked to find what was missing. They searched. The shepherd 
walked the hills and the valleys. The woman gave her house a better cleaning 
than it had received in years. And the dad longingly watched the road his son 
had used to walk away. 
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 If you are expecting a cause for praise to God without some work on your 
part, disappointment is in your future. Jesus often required people whom He 
healed to perform some action either before or after the miracle. Your salvation, 
though it didn’t require any effort from you, came as a result of the greatest most 
sacrificial work ever accomplished. 
    

3. Celebrate your realized goals. (Luke 15:9) 
 

The shepherd carried the lost sheep on his shoulders. The woman recovered her 
coin. The dad embraced a changed son. A party was happening, what was lost 
had been found. It was time to celebrate. 
 What do you do when you’ve accomplished a goal? Are you a workaholic 
that simply moves on to the next conquest? Take time to assess what you have 
accomplished or what your team has done. Rejoice in God’s provision. Praise 
Him for how He worked.  

Though Nehemiah still had much work to do after the completion of the 
wall around Jerusalem, he stopped to celebrate. What’s the point of 
accomplishing a goal if you get no joy from it and if it doesn’t result in praise to 
God? There is none. 
  

4. Share the celebration. (Luke 15:9-10) 
 
A community celebration ends each story. The loss in the stories was personal. 
No one but the people involved had any reason to know about it. Those outside 
the story didn’t feel the angst. The searchers didn’t ask for help to end their 
sorrow. But they asked others to join their joy. The laughter was overflowing. It 
couldn’t be contained. 
 Jesus used the first two stories in this chapter to illustrate the joy that 
happens in Heaven over a sinner coming to faith in Jesus Christ. God celebrates, 
and He calls the angels to join Him. They willingly, gladly, loudly do so. But not 
everyone has the emotional capacity to rejoice with those who rejoice (Rom. 
12:15). The last story gives an example of someone who refused to rejoice. 
 Don’t be shocked when others fail to share your joy. They have struggles 
of their own. When the walls around Jerusalem were rebuilt, Nehemiah rejoiced; 
Israel’s enemies did not. Their failure to react the same way as Nehemiah did not 
steal his joy. The dad in Jesus’ son story rejoiced over his repentant offspring 
even though his self-righteous descendant chose chores over feasting. Not 
everyone joined the party, but the celebration went on anyway. 

Conclusion: Everyone celebrates, but not everyone gives praise. We celebrate the 
good that happens – graduation, the dream job, the relationship moving to the next 
level. But the celebration, even the one that Jesus points His audience to most – the 
rescue of a sinner from his sin – is without merit unless it directs us to the source of the 
celebration. Celebrate the event, but don’t stop there. Praise the God who made the 
event possible. Then your celebration will last not just for a night, but for eternity. 
 
Chris Talton is a graduate of Liberty University and Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has served on staff at three churches for a total of 13 years. He and his 
wife of 28 years, Tammy, have two grown children and two grandchildren. 
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1 Special Interview with Ronald “Khalis” Bell, Main Songwriter and Co-Founder of Kool & The Gang by 
Dale Kawashima; June 13, 2016  
 


