
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Building a life of 
service, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Nehemiah led Israel to build the wall around the city. Then he helped them build a wall 
around their hearts. He opened God’s Word to them. Earlier in Israel’s history, the 
priests discovered God’s Word which had been lost – buried under junk in the temple. 
Josiah and the people responded with repentance and change. They made God’s Word 
and His way their top priority.  
 
Introduction: In his book, The 100 Thing Challenge: How I Got Rid of Almost 
Everything, Remade My Life, and Regained My Soul, David Bruno directs his readers to 
evaluate what they really need for life. Narrow the list down to just 100 possessions. Get 
rid of everything else. Doing so, he says, is a first, powerful step in the direction of 
finding real, meaningful life. His minimalist counsel is the same cry that generations of 
philosophers have given. It bears some merit. Life is not found in what you possess.   
 But what if in the process of cleaning out your closets, you trashed or lost what 
would later prove to be of ultimate importance? How can you truly know today what will 
be life-changing tomorrow? Sometimes, you lose – either intentionally or accidentally 
what you need most.  
 Israel had lost God’s Word. It seems unthinkable. Part of their privileged mission 
was to record and pass along God’s message to men. They failed for a time. Thankfully, 
in the process of cleaning out their closets, they found a treasure and responded 
properly to their discovery.  

1. Ignore God’s Word and fall into moral failure. (2 Chron. 34:14-17) 
 

The two kings previous to Josiah each had this evaluation: they “did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chron. 33:12, 22). During their reigns, the 
temple fell into disrepair, the people followed in their kings’ disregard for God’s 
ways, and they lost God’s Word. Idolatry and the debauchery attached to it were 
a natural result. 

How did they lose the Bible? The same way we do – lack of use. A series 
of Sabbaths passed without anyone picking up the biblical scroll. They allowed 
stuff to accumulate around it. Eventually they forgot it was even there. It was 
easy to do. Few came to the temple anymore. They were too busy living 
according to their own standards to bother finding out and adjusting to God’s 
ways. 

2. Rediscover God’s Word and repent. (2 Chron. 34:18-22)  
 

Josiah matured in a negatively charged spiritual environment. The only factor 
positively influencing his spiritual journey was God. There were no worship 
services. He had no godly examples in his recent ancestry. He had never read 
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God’s Word. But God put it on his heart to start the restoration of the temple. His 
work would lead to the restoration of the land. 
 God’s Word was so lost that they didn’t even recognize it was missing! No 
one was looking for it. But when they realized what they accidently found, they 
knew they had to bring it to the king. They didn’t know how he would react. A 
later king had no regard for God’s Word. He used his knife to cut the prophet’s 
message into pieces so that it would fuel his winter fire (Jer. 36:20-26).  

Josiah’s reaction was the correct one. He had broken God’s standards. He 
was deserving of God’s judgment. He ripped his clothing symbolizing the 
brokenness of his heart. 

3. Listen to God’s Word even when the message is hard. (2 Chron. 34:23-28) 
 
Josiah went beyond receiving God’s past Word. He wanted to know what God 
had to say to him for his life that day. What had been lost to him – the eternal 
factor whose absence he had not felt – he now sought. He craved it. He had to 
know what God said even if the message was not what he wanted to hear. 
 God spoke to Josiah through an unlikely source – the wife of the man who 
kept the temple wardrobe. The message came in two sections, a classic bad 
news and good news scenario. Josiah expected the first part. Through their 
neglect, the people had become willingly ignorant of God’s standards. Their lack 
of knowledge did not excuse their actions. They were still responsible.   
 But humility and repentance secured God’s mercy. God’s Word 
communicates His standards and His judgment for failing to meet God’s 
expectations. More importantly, God’s Word exposes men to God’s nature so 
that we can know Him. God is merciful. God is pleased with humility. God is 
patient, and God forgives. 

 
4. Declare God’s Word to all who will listen. (2 Chron. 34:29-30) 
 

Josiah was a willing recipient of the message. He had no reason to expect that 
the people would accept the word with his level of enthusiasm. The message 
promised judgment. The message required change. It would not be an easy road 
to travel. A change of this magnitude is never easy. But he had to try. 
 So he gathered a crowd. He started with the religious people – the ones 
who not only should have been listening to God but also communicating God’s 
message to Israel. Their lack of zeal had allowed God’s message to lose its 
place of priority. Maybe their failure was due to Israel’s apathy about following. 
Perhaps it was due to the priests’ own reticence to do as God said. Whatever the 
initial cause, if there was going to be an adjustment of priorities, it had to begin 
with the spiritual leadership. Only then would a love of God’s Word filter down to 
the masses. 

 
5. Obey God’s Word with everything you have. (2 Chron. 34:31-33)  

 
Actions are the true test of a priority adjustment. Josiah passed. First, he led 
Israel in a commitment. Then he removed anything that competed with God. 
Finally, Josiah changed the way he and Israel lived. God’s Word told them what 
to do. They decided to follow, not partially, not for a limited amount of time, but 
with all they had for the rest of their lives.  
  

Conclusion: For generations, God’s people had been pursuing their own priorities. 
They did so for the same reason anyone does. They thought doing so would make them 
successful – that it would provide them with what they wanted. But they failed to 
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understand what a future author would communicate: “Success is only another form of 
failure if we forget what our priorities should be” - Harry Lloyd. 
 A priority adjustment starts with the leadership, both political and spiritual. And it 
must include getting back to God’s Word. Only then can we know the standards of 
holiness, adjust our lives to those standards and develop a relationship with the God 
who set them. 
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