
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Building a life of 
service, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
After working to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem, Nehemiah discovered that there was 
an internal problem. The rich were taking advantage of the poor. It angered him. It 
angered God. This practice had angered God for a long time. It was one of the reasons 
the wall had fallen so many years before. 

Introduction: “Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. 
Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.” (Psalm 82:3-4) Who 
will do as God commands and stand up for the weak? 
 In the movie American Sniper, after a playground battle involving his two sons, 
dad teaches a life lesson. He says there are three kinds of people. Wolves prey on the 
weak. Sheep either endure or run from attacks. But sheepdogs are “blessed with the gift 
of aggression” and have an “overpowering need to protect the flock.” Dad identifies his 
older son as a sheepdog because he defended his brother against a bully. 
 How do you feel when the weak are attacked and no one comes to their 
defense? How does God feel about it? God sent the prophet Isaiah to the nation of 
Judah to clearly communicate His disgust with their attempt to worship while failing to 
protect the weak. 

1. God refuses to hear pleas for protection from those who refuse to listen. 
(Isaiah 1:10-15)  

 
Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of four Judean kings. Three of them had this 
evaluation: they did what was right in the eyes of the Lord (2 Kings 15:3, 34; 
18:3). But the citizens of Judah followed the practices of their evil northern 
neighbors instead of mimicking their good kings. Their obedience to God’s 
commands progressively decreased.  

Ahaz, one of the southern kingdom’s leaders wanted nothing to do with 
God (2 Kings 16:2). He envied his northern neighbors and desired to be like them 
(2 Kings 16:3, 10). He emulated their evil practices and led Judah into deeper 
rebellion. 

As a result of Judah’s diminished faithfulness, God increasingly pulled 
back His protective hand. Attackers Judah should have been able to repel were 
able to penetrate defenses. Israel, the northern kingdom, had already gone into 
Assyrian captivity. Isaiah prophesied the same was going to happen to Judah if 
they didn’t change their ways. But even as God called Isaiah, Isaiah learned that 
his audience would not listen. They would refuse to change their ways (Is. 6:10). 

Judah complained about the constant attacks that had reduced them to 
but a remnant of what they had once been (Is. 1:7- 9). “Where are you God?” 
was their cry. God’s reply through Isaiah was basically this. “I didn’t leave you; 
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you left me.” What right does anyone have to expect protection from God when 
they refuse to walk according to His ways? 

 
2. God requires protection for those who cannot protect themselves. (Isaiah 

1:16-17)  
 

Judah knew how to perform the ceremonies of worship. But the goal of worship – 
bringing people into unity with God so that they become like Him – was absent. 
They came to the temple to put animals on the altar as a sacrifice to God while 
they were injuring the most vulnerable of their neighbors to benefit themselves. 
They did not understand. God is repulsed by physical sacrifice that fails to 
produce spiritual change. 
 The cries of the weak reach His ears more quickly and touch His heart 
more deeply than any others do. The widow, the fatherless, the poor, the afflicted 
– they are easily oppressed. They have no resources to protect themselves. Few 
work to benefit them or risk loss to come to their defense. There is no financial 
benefit in it. But there is spiritual benefit. 
 Attacking the weak turns God against you! It makes Him your enemy. 
James says that one of the best proofs of true faith is how you treat those who 
can never repay you (Jm. 1:27).  

Isaiah conveyed God’s message: change. If you want my protection, if you 
want me to accept your offerings, then you must take up the cause of those who 
most need your help. Do what you can, and then I will do what only I can do. 
 

3. God provides the ultimate means of protection. (Isaiah 1:18-20)  
 

God admonished the people of Judah to clean themselves (Is. 1:16). They 
refused. They eventually suffered all the consequences God warned through 
Isaiah. The Babylonian army came, besieged Jerusalem, broke through the wall, 
destroyed the temple, and took them into captivity.  
 Zerubbabel would bring people back to rebuild the temple. Nehemiah led 
Jerusalem’s inhabitants to restore the wall. Physical structures are relatively easy 
to repair even when construction requires working with diminished materials. 

Spiritual renewal is more difficult. Only God can do it. He has nothing to 
work with because every portion of a human is contaminated. So God sent Jesus 
to become the only sinless human.  
   

Conclusion: Judah gave sacrifices that accomplished nothing. The offerings infuriated 
the one they were designed to appease. Weak animals and weak people were both 
being sacrificed. But Jesus became one of the weak. He gave His blood and satisfied 
the Father’s requirements. Jesus took what was permanently stained with sin and 
washed it white as snow. All who place their faith in Him no longer have to face the 
terrible consequences of their sin. They can rightly anticipate all the blessings God has 
in store for His people.  
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