
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Building a life of 
service, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
When given the opportunity to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall, Nehemiah knew this would take 
planning. He had to gather resources, secure and motivate workers and provide 
protection. It was a difficult situation. Jesus told of a man who was in a good situation. 
He had everything that Nehemiah was missing. But he too knew the need to plan. 
 
Introduction: A writer once visited a sculptor at his studio. The visitor noticed a huge 
block of stone standing in one corner and asked what it was for. "I don’t know yet. I’m 
still making plans." The writer was astounded. "You mean you plan your work. Why, I 
change my mind several times a day!" As a writer, he just starts writing whatever comes 
to him. "That’s all very well with a four-ounce manuscript," replied the sculptor, "but not 
with a four-ton block of stone.”  
 The larger the object you’re working with and the more consequential your 
mistakes, the more necessary planning becomes. God is a planner. From the 
foundation of the world, He had already designed His answer for man’s redemption 
need. God requires that we plan too – for today, tomorrow, and especially for eternity. 
Jesus told a story about a man who planned by creating a strategy for the rest of his life 
but not for what came after his death. 
 

1. Good planning is necessary in any situation. (Luke 12:16) 
 

The importance of planning is easy to recognize when life is difficult and danger 
seems to lurk everywhere. But the man in Jesus’ story was not there. His 
resources overflowed. He had bountiful crops in the field. That would equate to a 
large bank account and a fully funded 401(k) today. Most people would like to be 
in this man’s position. Why plan when it looks like your resources will last longer 
than your life? Because they won’t. 

That’s what Lou Eisenberg would tell you. His lottery winnings in the early 
80’s totaled $5 million, netting him $120,000 every year for 20 years. He used the 
money to buy a Florida condo, travel and gamble. He gave money to whomever 
he believed needed it. He readily admitted that he lived for the day. 

Eisenberg received his final check in 2001. He is now broke. At 81 years 
old, he lives in a mobile home on $1000 a month income from social security and 
his pension.1 He failed to plan, and his future is in jeopardy. 

 
2. Good planning can create a hopeful future. (Luke 12:17-19) 

 
The object of Jesus’ story was a planner. He had to be. He was a farmer. 
Farming and planning go together. You can’t just plant whatever you want 
wherever you want whenever you want. And you can’t harvest that crop by 
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yourself. You have to plant good seed, secure dependable help, and prepare the 
ground. All of that requires planning. 

Times were good this year. Even the factors he couldn’t plan for, the 
temperature and the rain had cooperated. He had been through difficult years. 
He knew that next year held no guarantees. He saw what happened to some of 
his neighbors who had failed to plan. 

He had a good problem – too much stuff and not enough storage. Storage 
is big business. According to sparefoot.com, the self-storage industry in the U.S. 
takes in $38 billion of revenue each year.2 That industry was not available to 
Jesus’ character. So he decided to create his own storage facilities. 

His plan seemed good. It gave him security. Plans can do that. Problems, 
whether they are good ones or difficult ones, can steal your peace and your 
sleep. Just having a plan for how you’re going to deal with your situation, even if 
you haven’t worked the plan, gives you a sense of control. It allows you to move 
your focus to other priorities. The only thing left for this man was to plan a party. 
Unfortunately, it would be his last. 

 
3. Good planning must have an eternal perspective. (Luke 12:20-21) 

 
Jesus didn’t criticize this man for planning. He didn’t even blatantly question the 
man’s selfishness with his resources. Jesus had a problem with the short-
sightedness of the plan.  

The landowner took the next few years into account. He might have even 
thought his actions would cover him for the rest of his life. He did better than 
others. Most people only have the immediate future in their sights. Still, Jesus 
was unimpressed. 
 There were two factors the farmer failed to include in his plan – death and 
eternity. He didn’t plan for either. James warns against making plans without 
acknowledging God’s right to intervene. Our lives are short. They can be taken at 
any time (James 4:13-17). Jesus’ warning goes further. He warns against making 
plans without considering what comes after death – eternity. Foolish is the man 
who has bountiful stores in his barns, but an empty heavenly vault.  

Conclusion: You plan how to use your weekend. You plan the route to work that will 
allow you to bypass traffic. For years, you have dreamed about that trip after retirement. 
This will be no spur of the moment journey. You have every step laid out in extreme 
detail. But there’s a trip that will happen at some point in your life which you cannot 
place on the calendar. What level of planning have you done for that departure? 
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