
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study What Happens 
Next? These sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
One day we will once again be who God has called us to be. We do not know all of the 
details about what awaits us, but we know Christ is there. That is enough. We will once 
again be clothed in Christ and live as we were always meant to live. 
Introduction:  
For some people our best life is now. Or maybe despair creeps in as we reflect on the 
glory days when we were teenagers. Maybe we are futurist and believe that things will 
eventually get better in this life. Both of these views have one thing in common, they 
aren’t able to see beyond this life. David Wells says it well: 

“It’s difficult for some people to conceive of anything that is really much better than 
this life. Sure, they go to bed appalled by the 11 o’clock news. But those buddies on 
the beer commercial saying, ‘It doesn’t get much better than this’ are speaking more 
deeply than we realize.”  

The Corinthians seemed to have a similar view. In 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Paul turns their 
eyes to the future. 

1. We will be at home with Christ.  
When Paul talks about our “tent” being gone and having a “building from God”, what 
does he mean by “building from God”? When we die do we immediately receive our 
resurrection bodies? What happens, as believers, the very second we breath our last. 1 
Corinthians 15:22, 15:51-56, and Paul’s lengthy argument in 1 Thessalonians leads us 
to believe our resurrection bodies are yet to come.  
So what is Paul saying in this passage? It’s a bit like when you go to the paint store to 
buy a paint brush. Your options are good, better, and best. Paul is doing something 
similar here. It is good to be here and to labor and do fruitful ministry. It is better to 
depart and be at home with the Lord. That is what it means to be “naked”. It is some 
sort of intermediary state. It is not soul sleep. It’s not purgatory. It’s also not the new 
Jerusalem. But we are at home with Christ. You can illustrate it this way: 

 A Christian man who was dying asked his doctor what he was looking at after he 
died.. As the doctor fumbled for a reply, he heard a scratching at the door, and 
he had his answer. “Do you hear that?” he asked his patient. “It’s my dog. I left 
him downstairs, but he has grown impatient, and has come up and hears my 
voice. He has no notion what is inside this door, but he knows that I am here. 
Isn’t it the same with you? You don’t know what lies beyond the door, but you 
know that your Master is there.” 
 

We don’t know the details, but we know Jesus is there. Certainly that’s enough. 
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2. We will be clothed in Christ  
Many see in this passage a reference to the imputed righteousness of Christ. We are 
“naked” in the intermediary state because we are out of the body, but we will ultimately 
not be naked because we are in Christ. “Nakedness” is often in the Scriptures an ethical 
term “referring to the shame of exposure before the judgment of God”. Therefore Paul’s 
longing wasn’t so much for death but to ultimately be clothed in Christ.  
Paul’s mention of being “swallowed up by life” is a reference to Isaiah 25:8. It is of the 
complete redemption we find in Christ. We do not know exactly what awaits us in the 
future but we know that we will be guiltless before our Judge. We know this because we 
are to be found clothed in Christ. And the Holy Spirit is our guarantee of this promise.  

3. We will be judged by Christ 
If your eschatology doesn’t lead to ethics then it is not from the New Testament. Verses 
9-10 helps us to see that Paul’s future motivated him to obedience. Even though he 
knew full well he would be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus he still labored to 
please him. He looked to the judgment of Christ as a motivator. What is this judgment? 
Kent Hughes explains: 

Beyond history, at the great resurrection, there will be compulsory attendance at 
the cosmic bema of Christ. There every child of God will give full account of what 
he has done in the body, the tent of his life. And all will be judged with unfailing 
scrutiny as our works and hearts are evaluated to determine not our destiny 
(which for believers is with God) but to evaluate our works.  

It is comforting to know that in this judgment Jesus gets the last word. But is that 
comforting to you? This means that he is the ultimate standard. It’s great news if we are 
to be found “in Christ”. But this is terrible news if we are not “in Christ”. If we are not 
clothed in Christ then no matter what defense we give it will not stand. He will get the 
last word, “Depart from me you worker of iniquity.” That will be the last word. Or he will 
say “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Either way Jesus gets the last word.  
Conclusion:  
Do we long for eternity? Can we say with Paul that we are groaning with anticipation? 
Or are we more like this little boy:  

A Sunday school teacher was telling the story of the rich man and Lazarus. She 
said that Lazarus sat outside the rich man's gate covered with sores and begging 
for food. And that the rich man passed Lazarus without even seeing him. But 
when they both died Lazarus went to Heaven, while the rich man found himself in 
hell, which the teacher described most graphically. When she had finished, she 
asked the children, “Now which would you rather be—the rich man or Lazarus?” 
One little fellow answered, “I would like to be the rich man until I die and then 
Lazarus afterwards.” 

If we are in Christ we have everything to look forward to. We must live as if this is true. 
Mike Leake is the husband of Nikki and father to Isaiah and Hannah. He is also the lead 
pastor at FBC Marionville, MO. His writing home is http://mikeleake.net 


