
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study What Should We 
Do Now?  These sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Some people believe the goal of salvation is simply to avoid hell and to go to heaven. 
Such a view often leads to passivity and wondering why we continue to labor if we’ve 
already got what we came for. But Paul’s view of the gospel has a much different 
impact. 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 gives us three reasons to keep going even when things get 
tough. 
Introduction: A local church had a great idea to put together a block party in an 
impoverished area. They gave free hot dogs, pizza, soda, and bounce houses. They 
wanted to bless their neighbors and build relationships. They planned at the end to top 
off the evening with a gospel presentation. Sadly, once they shut down the bounce 
houses and began speaking three-fourths of the people went back to their homes. The 
second time that local church went into the area they shared the gospel at the 
beginning. They learned a lesson about humanity--when we get what we want we don’t 
usually stick around long.  
Children often ask, “If we are already saved, why doesn’t God just send us straight to 
heaven?” That’s another way of saying, “If we’ve already got what we want why do we 
need to stick around?” On the path to showing why he isn’t discouraged in ministry, 
Paul answers that question in 2 Corinthians 4:7-18. He gives three reasons why we 
keep going in ministry even when things get tough. The gospel gives us the reason to 
stick around even after the prize is secure.  

1. We keep going because we are called to shine God’s glory 
The apostle Paul had it pretty rough. Jesus wasn’t kidding when he said he was going 
to show Paul how much he would suffer for his name. We all have our chosen portion 
with which we will suffer. Life as a jar of clay can be difficult. Paul uses several words in 
our text which point to the difficulty of life as a broken person in a broken world.  
We are often squeezed. The word used here means getting pressure from all sides. 
Ever feel that way? But we aren’t squashed. Somehow a flicker of hope stays alive. As 
finite sinful human beings how often are we perplexed? And yet somehow we are kept 
from absolute despair. We are hunted down but not abandoned by God. Though 
everyone else abandons us he is always there. There is no place so dark in our hearts 
and lives to which he cannot go. We are struck down but not destroyed. We are a living 
Rocky movie. Constantly driven to the mat but always getting back up.  
Somehow through all of this we know that we are shining God’s glory. It’s not only in our 
strength that we show his excellencies, it’s also in our weakness. In fact this text implies 
that it is because we are jars of clay that we are uniquely positioned to shine forth his 
glory. It is our weakness where he shines the brightest. And so, even though our 
destination is certain, we keep going because we are displaying the worth of God. 
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2. We keep going because we are called to suffer for others 
Paul certainly has the words of Jesus in John 12 in mind. There is a principle there that 
death somehow brings life. Paul is telling the Corinthians that his “carrying around the 
death of Jesus” is for their sake. Verse 12 is interesting. It is different than how Paul 
normally speaks. Normally we would see the word “us” here. But he wants the 
Corinthians to know that his suffering is for them, it is not something they are going to 
give back to him. Paul is modeling Christ.  
Even though Paul’s suffering is uniquely for the Corinthians it is not as if he is saying 
that this principle isn’t one they themselves should pick up. We die so others live. That’s 
the point of Paul’s quoting Psalm 116. Suffering leads to glory. Suffering leads to 
rescue. It has purpose and it has meaning. And so part of the reason we stick around 
and even continue to suffer is that somehow our suffering is giving life to others.   

3. We keep going because we are called to something greater 
The resurrection undergirds this entire passage. It is because of our future hope that we 
keep going. I appreciate how Tim Savage has said this: 

It is because [Paul] believes in a future resurrection of the dead that he is 
presently willing to carry about in his body the dying of Jesus. It is because he 
trusts in a future exaltation that he submits now to the condition of a ‘slave’. It is 
because he looks forward to a future heavenly life that he is willing to die daily. It 
is because he anticipates reigning with Christ in the future that he can speak so 
boldly in the present. Without faith in a future resurrection Paul’s present 
suffering would be not only intolerable, but also meaningless. He would, on his 
own admission, be a man most to be pitied. 

Yes, our outer man is wasting away. Yes, there are times when it might be easier to 
give up. But we keep going and we keep laboring because we know that every drop of 
suffering is achieving for us an eternal weight in glory.  
Conclusion:  
Knowing our destination shouldn’t create in us passivity. Rather because our end is 
secure it causes us to be bold for missions. We know that not one ounce of our suffering 
is wasted. Everything will resound to God’s glory. And so we labor mightily. A story is 
told of Florence Chadwick which nicely illustrates this principle:  

On the Fourth of July in 1951, she attempted to swim from Catalina Island to the 
California coast. The challenge was not so much the distance, but the bone-
chilling waters of the Pacific. To complicate matters, a dense fog lay over the 
entire area, making it impossible for her to see land. After about 15 hours in the 
water, and within a half mile of her goal, Chadwick gave up. Later she told a 
reporter, "Look, I'm not excusing myself. But if I could have seen land, I might 
have made it." Not long afterward she attempted the feat again. 
Once more a misty veil obscured the coastline and she couldn't see the shore. 
But this time she made it because she kept reminding herself that land was 
there. With that confidence she bravely swam on and achieved her goal. In fact, 
she broke the men's record by 2 hours!  (From Bits and Pieces) 
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