
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Did Jesus 
Come? These sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Only Jesus chose to be born. And he chose to be born in order to rescue humanity and 
ultimately to bring glory to God. As such he is the only fitting Savior for mankind.  
Introduction:  
C.S. Lewis once illustrated the incarnation this way: 

Lying at your feet is your dog. Imagine, for the moment, that your dog and every 
dog is in deep distress. Some of us love dogs very much. If it would help all the 
dogs in the world to become like men, would you be willing to become a dog? 
Would you put down your human nature, leave your loved ones, your job, 
hobbies, your art and literature and music, and choose instead of the intimate 
communion with your beloved, the poor substitute of looking into the beloved's 
face and wagging your tail, unable to smile or speak? Christ by becoming man 
limited the thing which to Him was the most precious thing in the world; his 
unhampered, unhindered communion with the Father. - C. S. Lewis 

You and I didn’t choose to be born, but we were. Jesus is the only one who chose to be 
born. But, why? Why take upon himself humanity? 

1. Jesus came to proclaim truth (John 18:37-38) 
There are a couple of assumptions in Jesus’ words to Pilate. First, there is in this the 
assumption that the incarnation of the son of God was needed to proclaim truth. It is 
true that the heavens declare the glory of God. But even further revelation to the truth is 
needed. And it has come to us in the person and work of Christ. He has come to 
proclaim to us the truth. Apart from Jesus we will not see things rightly. Secondly, 
Jesus’ words assume that there actually is a standard of truth. And it isn’t inside of us. 
Randy Alcorn says it well: 

You and I can discover truth, but we cannot create it. What’s true is true and what’s 
not is not—for all of us, all the time. Our culture views truth as something inside us, 
subject to revision according to our growth and enlightenment. Scripture views truth 
as something outside us, which we can believe or not but can never sway.  

There is also in Jesus’ words to Pilate an invitation. An invitation to Pilate and to us. As 
D.A. Carson so aptly put it, “The man in the dock invites his judge to be his follower, to 
align himself with those who are ‘of the truth’.” Jesus came to set the record straight 
about who God is and about what the world is really like. He is truth. Will we align with 
him or continue on our foolish quest to create truth for ourselves? 
 

2. Jesus came to give life (John 10:9-10) 
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Again there are a few things being assumed in this passage. First, notice that Jesus 
does not refer to himself as a door. He is the only means to life.  Secondly, if Christ had 
not come we would not have life. That which we call “living the life” is really nothing 
more than death. The Puritan John Flavel was correct: “All the delights in the sensual 
life are but as the putrid waters of a corrupt pond where toads lie croaking and 
spawning, compared to the crystal streams of the most pure and pleasant fountain.” 
When we think about eternal life we consider all the things which won’t be there—like 
heartbreak, death, suffering, and the like. And so our view of the eternal life that Christ 
gives morphs into a place where we are kept safely. That’s wonderful, but it’s not all 
there is. It’s really life—abundant life—that Christ has come to provide for His children. 
John Piper effectively brings this out when he says: 

But none of us wants to be merely safe. We were not created merely to be safe. The 
human heart wants infinitely more than safety. Oh yes, safety is basic and 
necessary. We want to be protected from what can destroy us. We want life. Life. 
But we want more than mere life. We want abundant life. Overflowing life. Deep life. 
Weighty life. Joyful life. We don’t just want to survive. We want to thrive at every 
level of our human being. We were made for this. 

And this is one of the reasons why Jesus came.  
3. Jesus came to glorify God (John 12:27-28) 

Humanity was created to enjoy God and to extend His glory. Sin turned all of this on its 
head. But even in God’s pronounced judgment there was hope that there would be a 
rescuer, someday the seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent. But time 
after time men came to a moment similar to what Jesus is facing here. Will I glorify God 
or myself? Up until this point in our history men chose to glorify self. But here Jesus 
does what humanity never did, he chose the glory of God over himself.  
The ultimate reason why Jesus came to earth was to exalt and to rightly display the 
worth of God’s great name. It was at the Cross where he would do this. Yes, the Cross 
is about God’s love for humanity. This too was motivating the actions of Christ. But 
more than anything what was at stake was the glory of God. Would a son of 
man…would the Son of Man…live for God’s glory? And he did. Thus accurately 
showing the worth of God.  
Conclusion:  
We cannot fix ourselves. Our problem is too great. The chasm is too great. We need the 
One Job longed for. “If only there was someone to lay his hand on us both”. Jesus is 
that mediator between us and God. He was sent to earth for this very purpose. Jesus 
was faithful. And because of this he is uniquely qualified to be our mediator.  
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