
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Are We 
Even Here? These sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
  
Is Psalm 8 talking about Adam and humanity in general or is it talking about Christ? It’s 
actually talking about both. When the author of Hebrews quotes this Psalm he shows 
that Christ is the pinnacle of creation, he is the fulfillment of God’s call for humanity. By 
seeing the accomplishment of Christ we can learn what we ought to be. 
Introduction:  
The story is told of a rich man who was determined to give his mother an epic birthday 
present. He read of a bird that had a vocabulary of 4000 words, could speak in 
numerous languages and sing 3 operatic arias. He immediately bought the bird for 
$50,000 and had it delivered to his mother. The next day he phoned to see if she had 
received the bird. "What did you think of the bird?" he asked.  

She replied, “It was delicious.”  

Not knowing the purpose of something can be costly. And I suppose in the case of the 
bird, it was deadly. Many people are overwhelmed by the vastness of our universe and 
the beauty of the stars. Yet somehow we still conclude that everything is about us. Such 
a conclusion leads to what Thoreau called a “quiet desperation”. Yet when the Psalmist 
looked up into the heavens he saw something much different.  

1. We were created to show God’s majesty.  
The heavens declare the glory of God. Thomas Chalmers says it well:  

"There is much in the scenery of a nocturnal sky; to lift the soul to pious 
contemplation. That moon, and these stars, what are they? They are detached from 
the world, and they lift us above it. We feel withdrawn from the earth, and rise in lofty 
abstraction from this little theatre of human passions and human anxieties. The mind 
abandons itself to reverie, and is transferred in the ecstasy of its thought to distant 
and unexplored regions. It sees nature in the simplicity of her great elements, and it 
sees the God of nature invested with the high attributes of wisdom and majesty."  

You can almost feel the psalmist shrinking as you read through Psalm 8. As David is 
reflecting on the vastness of the heavens he asks the only fitting question, “what is man 
that you are mindful of me”. David feels his insignificance. But there is an interesting 
statement in verse 2. He compares the praise of babies and infants with the largest 
known bodies in the universe. Why does he do this? The Psalmist is showing that the 
faintest praise out of the tiniest human is larger than the resounding praise of celestial 
bodies. We alone were created in the image of God. We were created to uniquely show 
and display the majesty of God.  
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It’s been said that our lives either tell the truth about God or they tell a lie. This is 
because we are uniquely created as his image bearers. We are reflectors of our 
Creator, whether we acknowledge that or not.  

2. We were created to steward God’s creation 
Psalm 8 is an exposition of Genesis 1. After the fall the created order was turned upside 
down. Rather than worshipping and serving the Creator we turned to worship the 
creation. As such rather than stewarding creation for the glory of God we’ve decided to 
worship it for the glory of our selves. In Psalm 8, the psalmist places man in his rightful 
spot. Stephen Dempster summarizes it well: 

“…frail and weak humanity is crowned with glory and honor, is made a little less than 
God, and rules over all the works of nature with everything placed under its feet. 
Clearly, this psalm puts to rest any thought that human beings were not created with 
royal dignity and purpose.”  

We were created to enjoy God’s grace and to extend His glory. We do this by exercising 
our God given dominion over the world. This puts meaning into our work, our inventions, 
and our cultures. Rather than for the glory of humanity they are to be for the glory of 
God. Are we using creation and the gifts of God as if they are ours to possess or are we 
stewarding them for our King? 

3. Jesus fulfilled our creation mandate.  
It’s a bit difficult to argue that humans are in dominion over the creation when 
surrounded by the wreckage of a natural disaster. This is why it is understandable that 
people would develop superstitions and even the worship of angels. There are several 
places in the New Testament where we are given clues that some folks had angels in 
an improper position. Hebrews 2 is one of those places. Given the fact that creation is 
not under the feet of human beings, it’s understandable that they would position angels 
to that place of prominence. Tom Schreiner explains: 

The author reads the creation narrative and Psalm 8 through the lens of 
redemptive history. All things in creation are not subjected to human beings. The 
world is flawed and fallen. Still one human being has fulfilled the purpose for 
which he was created: Jesus. He was lower than angels in his incarnation but 
now is crowned with glory and honor…Jesus is the only human being who reigns 
over death by virtue of his suffering. The rest of humanity will only share in that 
victory if they belong to Jesus. It is inconceivable, then, that readers would turn to 
an angelic revelation that does not promise rule over the world and forsake the 
revelation that secures victory over death!  

Jesus has fulfilled Psalm 8. He has fulfilled our creation mandate. We are to live for 
God’s glory and to enjoy Him forever. We failed in our creation mandate and as a result 
everything was turned upside down. Only Jesus can fix that. We were created for a 
purpose, but apart from Jesus it is impossible for us to live out of that purpose.  
 
Conclusion:  
Humanity was created with a purpose. But we’ve blown that purpose. It is only in Christ 
that we are restored to this. John Frame says it well: 

Of course, it is not possible for people to subdue the earth for God until their 
hearts are changed by the Holy Spirit. So ‘taking dominion,’ following the 
Resurrection, begins with evangelism and baptism. But baptism is not the end, 
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and evangelism is not simply bringing people to an initial profession of faith. It is 
making disciples and teaching them to observe comprehensively all that Jesus 
has commanded, with the assurance of Jesus’ continuing presence. Jesus’ 
commands deal not only with repentance, faith, and worship. They also concern 
our treatment of the poor, our sexual ethics, marriage and divorce, anger, love of 
enemies, fasting, anxiety, hypocrisy, and many other subjects. 
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