
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study What Happens 
Next? These sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
Introduction: Most people want to know about heaven, want to go there, and most 
people expect to go there when they die. Whenever we talk about heaven, it would help 
to know for sure if we are going there. After all, if we’re wrong about heaven, we’re 
going to be wrong for a long, long time.  
 
The only things we can know for sure about heaven are the things revealed in the Bible. 
Everything else is just speculation and hearsay. John, the apostle, unveiled his vision of 
heaven and shared with us what we need to know about what happens next.  
 

1. Where is heaven? (v. 1) 
We are fascinated by location. “Where does so and so live,” we often ask. In the movie 
Field of Dreams, “Shoeless” Joe Jackson, comes back from death to play baseball on a 
converted cornfield. He asked, “Is this heaven?” “No,” Kevin Costner’s character 
answered, “this is Iowa.” 
 
The apostle John wrote, “Then I saw a new heaven . . .” (v. 1). Where did he look? 
Some say that heaven is up. The gospel writers often said as Jesus prayed that "he 
looked up to heaven." We always point up when we think of heaven. As though heaven 
is up and hell is down. Some say heaven is out there. In fact, some people say that 
heaven is located somewhere in the northern skies. Astronomers have discovered the 
region around the North Star to be empty. Because other stars are absent in that part of 
the sky this must be the location of heaven. Some people have suggested that heaven 
is a state of mind or a myth or a fantasy.  
 
We don’t know the location of heaven. But, we do know that it is real. Jesus called 
heaven a place. And, John saw it in his vision.  
 

2. What is heaven like? (vv. 2, 4) 
When the great pastor R. G. Lee was asked, "What is heaven like?" he responded by 
saying, "Heaven is the most beautiful place the mind of God could conceive, and the 
hand of God could create."  
 
The Scriptures describe heaven—this real place—with fascinating terms. In speaking of 
heaven, John was attempting to express what defies description. It would be like trying 
to describe a 747 airplane to someone who lived a thousand years ago. We would have 
to use images of what they know to convey what they do not understand: "It's 
something like a giant metal bird, but it’s hard to describe.” 
 
John caught a glimpse of heaven but couldn’t adequately put it in words either. He used 
images:  
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• “the holy city” (v. 2). A city where there is safety and security. A place of provision 
and plenty. A city separate, different, unlike any that we can ever imagine.  
 

• “the new Jerusalem” (v. 2). The word new means that which has never existed 
before. The new city will not be this old planet renovated. It will be something 
altogether different.  

 
• “a bride adorned for her husband” (v. 2). A young lady is seldom more beautiful 

than on her wedding day. Heaven will be a place of beauty and purity. 
 
Then, John ran out of words to adequately describe this place. So, he, like we often do, 
was forced to explain what heaven is like by speaking of what won’t be there: no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain or grief. 
 
Heaven is the place of no more: no more colds, cancer, blindness, wheelchairs, hearing 
aids, or crutches. There will be no more hospitals or paramedics. Doctors have to find a 
new job so will morticians. No more fear. No darkness, no gloom, or terror, or dread. 
There will be no more suffering. No disease. No heartache. No broken bodies. No 
tiredness.  
  

3. Who is in heaven? (vv. 3, 5-7) 
This question is not hard to answer. God is in heaven because heaven is His dwelling 
place. Jesus has been in heaven ever since He ascended from the earth shortly after 
His resurrection. Angels are in heaven, serving the Lord in various ways. And the saints 
of God who died on this earth are in heaven. God has given them “the water of life;” 
they have become “conquerors.” Everyone who has genuinely trusted in Christ as Lord 
and Savior will be there.  
 
Regardless of what people say of others when they die, some people won't make it. 
Heaven is a restricted place. It is an exclusive place. This reality is identified by the 
word holy (v. 2) that John used to describe the heavenly city. And the word inherit (v. 7) 
he used to describe those who have become part of God’s family through faith, for only 
God’s spiritual children will receive the heavenly inheritance.  
 
But heaven's exclusion is not a matter of race or gender. The Bible speaks of the saved 
and the lost. The saved are those who trust Jesus Christ as their eternal Savior. The 
lost are those who do not believe Christ as Savior. This truth is the great dividing line of 
humanity—we are either saved, or we are lost. And there is no middle category. We will 
either spend eternity in heaven or eternity in hell. Heaven’s occupants have trusted in 
Jesus Christ alone for their salvation. 
 

4. How can we be sure we’re going to heaven? 
This question is the most important of all. God has made it easy for us to go to heaven. 
He did the hard part when He sent His Son to die on the Cross for us. He paid the price 
for our sins so that we could one day stand before God in heaven. He offers heaven as 
the ultimate gift for those who place their faith and trust in Him. Trust and obedience 
leads to a relationship. God will be our God, and we will be His sons and daughters.  
 
Conclusion: No one goes to heaven by accident. Heaven is God's prepared place for 
prepared people. We prepare for heaven, and then God prepares heaven for us. Most 
people believe in heaven, and most people think they are going there. But the only way 
to be sure is through personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer, living in Greenville, SC. You can read more of his 
writings at www.rickezell.com.  


