
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study What Should We 
Do Now? These sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: A church looked as if it was thriving: they had about 500 people 
attending, had many outreach ministries reaching their community, and many people 
were coming to Christ and the church through their ministry. The problem was that the 
church was not growing in numbers—people were leaving as quickly as they were 
coming in. Something had to be done. The senior pastor called the last twelve people 
who were baptized and invited them to his house for dinner. He told them, “According to 
current statistics, in two to three years, out of this group only two of you will be attending 
church and only one of you at this church." 
 
There was dead silence in the room. All these wide-eyed Christians were about to say, 
"Surely not I, Lord." When one of them spoke up and said, "What can we do to change 
the statistics?" the pastor said, "You can get together and, as a group, decide that you 
are not going to let anyone go.” 
 
These strangers formed a small group and supported each other through the tragedies, 
divorces, conflicts, and failings. In four years, only one had left the church. The church 
went from losing 10 out of every 12 converts to losing only one.  
 
This church and all churches could save themselves a lot of grief if they followed the 
example of the infant church in Jerusalem. Their story is recorded in Acts 2. The Holy 
Spirit descended, causing an outbreak of tongues of fire and the tongues of languages 
so that people could hear the gospel in their native tongue. Peter preached on the 
streets of Jerusalem just fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection. His message employed Old 
Testament prophecies to indicate that Jesus, the man crucified and killed but raised to 
life by God was both Lord and Christ. The audience was convicted. They asked Peter, 
“What shall we do?” (v. 37). Peter instructed them to repent (a personal sign of belief, 
indicating a change of mind and heart first, and secondarily a change of conduct) and 
be baptized (a public symbol of trust, providing testimony to their conversion) to show 
that their sins were forgiven. On that day 3,000 people professed faith in Christ and 
were converted. It was the launch of the Christian church.   
 
If verses 37- 41 reveal what happened on the Day of Pentecost, verses 42-47 explain 
what happened the days following the launch day of the church. A single word 
described what happened next; it's the word together. Their example needs to be 
followed today in our churches among its members. If not, like the church in the opening 
story, we may lose as many people as we gain. Christians in their churches need to get 
together to— 
 

1. Learn Together. (v. 42) 
The first Christians placed a high priority on learning the truth. The Word of God was the 
foundation of the church. God would guide His church through the inspired truthful Word 
of God. They were instructed. They listened to the apostles teaching and practiced what 
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they heard. Likewise, we need instruction and education. We need to come together to 
learn from God's Word, from gifted teachers, and from wise brothers and sisters.  
 

2. Fellowship Together. (v. 42) 
The first Christians shared things in common. This action was more than merely 
material and earthly possessions. They shared ideas, attitudes, mission, and activities 
that made them more Christ-like. Christian fellowship is imparting our lives to one 
another. It is a mutual communion with one another. It’s heartfelt community with one 
another. 
 

3. Eat Together. (vv. 42, 46) 
The first Christians shared meals with one another. They followed the Jewish custom of 
feasting together. Eating together reflected a collective commitment to one another and 
deep community. A meal shared together was both a symbol and a seed of friendship. 
Eating together is biblical. The same is true today. We share meals together with 
friends, not strangers. We encourage each other and strengthen relational ties when we 
eat together.   
 

4. Pray Together. (vv. 42-43) 
The first Christians placed a great emphasis on prayer. They devoted themselves to 
prayer. And, as a result, “Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs 
were being performed through the apostles” (v. 43). The words prayer, awe, wonders 
and signs should go together. Is it possible that miracles happened precisely because 
the believers prayed so fervently that an atmosphere of awe made such things 
possible? The Jerusalem Christians took Jesus’ words seriously, when He said, “My 
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations?” (Mark 11:17). Christ intended 
that His people pray. The first Christian church was conceived in a prayer meeting (see 
Acts 1:12-14). 
 
A great church devotes itself to prayer. And while a church may be significant and active 
without prayer, it cannot be great without prayer.  
 

5. Share Together. (vv. 44-45) 
The first Christians came together to care for each other. Their willingness to sell their 
property and possessions to help others in need demonstrated true Christian love. No 
one told them to share their possessions. They did it on their own accord. They valued 
people over possessions.  They were genuinely committed and involved in each other's 
lives. They knew the needs of one another not about one another. Such knowledge was 
ascertained through deep, meaningful, and spiritual friendships with other believers. 
This action took openness and vulnerability on the one in need, as well as, generosity 
by the one meeting the need.  
 
God intended for His people to function in relationship with one another. Christians are 
to do life together.  
 

6. Worship Together. (vv. 45-46) 
The first Christians “followed a daily discipline of worship” (Acts 2:46 The Message). 
They gathered daily to sing, praise, and share the Lord’s Supper together. They enjoyed 
a sustained atmosphere of praise and worship. They had fallen in love with the God of 
the universe, and they longed to meet with Him.  
 
They met together in worship. People gathered with a mix of fear and excitement, 
wondering what God would do next attracted people. For the early Christians had “favor 
with all the people.” Even unbelievers were amazed by the things they heard and saw 
and wanted to know more about it.  
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Conclusion: The early church was born in an outburst of togetherness. They put a 
premium on spending time together. Togetherness was the chief mark of the early 
church. 
 
What happened to the early Christians happens to the church today when we get 
together. When we stay at arms-length and don't come together, we fail to practice 
togetherness. And, when marital strife, conflict, tragedy, and apathy enter our lives, we 
quit the church. But when we come together by fellowshipping together, eating together, 
praying together, sharing together, and worshipping together, we become the church.  
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer, living in Greenville, SC. You can read more of his 
writing at www.rickezell.com.  


