
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Did Jesus 
Come? These sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
Introduction: Perhaps you’ve seen the recall notice that has stamped in big red letters 
the words IMPORTANT RECALL. Underneath is written: 

The maker of all human beings recalls all units manufactured, regardless of make 
or year, due to the serious defect in the primary and central component, the 
heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units, resulting in the 
reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units. This defect has been 
technically termed, Subsequential Internal Non-morality, or more commonly 
known as SIN, as its primary symptom is a lapse of moral judgment. If one is 
susceptible to loss of direction, foul vocal emissions, lack of peace and joy, 
selfish behavior then one is inflicted with the defect. The manufacturer, who is 
neither liable or at fault for this defect, is providing factory authorized repair and 
service, free of charge, correcting this SIN defect, at numerous locations 
throughout the world.  

 
At the bottom, another word is stamped in big red letters: WARNING. Underneath it 
read: 

Continuing to operate the human unit without correction voids manufacturer's 
warranty, exposing the owner to dangers and problems too numerous to list, and 
will result in the human unit being permanently impounded.  

 
As much as we try to ignore or deny the existence of the defect called sin in our lives, it 
does exist. As much as society wants us to believe that our fault is inconsequential, it 
isn't. As much as we think that through our humanistic efforts we can function healthily 
and generally in spite of our defect, we can't. As much as we would like to hide our 
flaws from others, the one that it matters to the most already knows. We have been 
found out. And, as much as we try to solve our problem with sin, we fail miserably. 
 
We need help. We need a Savior who can redeem us and save us. And, for that reason, 
Jesus came. Zechariah, John the Baptist's father prophesized about the coming of 
Jesus and the role He would play in God's plan to redeem humankind from their sin 
defect. His prophecy flows around four thoughts and three characters in this grand 
drama: God, humanity, and John.  
 

1. What God did. (vv. 68-70) 
Zechariah praised God for His actions. And, what did God do? 
 

• He “visited” His people. In a single thought, Zechariah revealed the beauty and 
the miracle of Jesus’ incarnation. God did not send an emissary or a letter. The 
Divine took on human flesh. He moved into the neighborhood. He identified with 
fallen humanity by becoming one of us. He became a man in human flesh. 
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• He “provided redemption for His people.” Redemption is a word from the slave 

market. God purchased us in our sinful state. He paid our sin debt, by atoning for 
our sinful mistakes. He brought us back, taking us as His own, delivering us from 
sin. 
 

• He “raised up a horn of salvation.” The horn was symbolic of strength. God would 
raise a mighty Savior from the Davidic line to be the Messiah. Zechariah was 
referring to Jesus, not John. 

  
• He “spoke” of this Messiah through the prophets. Zechariah was not the first to 

predict Jesus’ coming, the prophets of old had told of His coming.  
 

2. What We Get. (vv. 71-75) 
When Jesus comes to those people, who trust and follow Him, they become the 
recipients of beautiful blessings. Those who know and serve the Messiah receive an 
abundance of benefits. The benefits include:  
 

• “Salvation from our enemies.” We are saved from the enemies of sin, Satan, 
death, and hell itself. Salvation included the whole person: emotionally, 
spiritually, physically, and mentally. 

 
• Mercy. Due to our sin defect, we deserve justice and punishment. Instead, God 

grants His people mercy, not getting what we deserve.  
 

• Remembering the “covenant.” Long ago God established a covenant relationship 
with His people. Throughout history, God had kept His end of the agreement, 
although His people did not. But, once again, God would fulfill His side of the 
relationship agreement. He would provide Jesus as the Rescuer and the 
Redeemer.  
 

• “Serve Him without fear.” Because His people have been rescued from their 
enemies and brought into a covenantal relationship with God through Jesus, we 
can serve Him without fear. God’s deliverance through Messiah did not mean 
that His people become passive. Instead, they will become active in their service. 
They could do so “without fear” of enemy persecution, negatively, and in 
“holiness” toward God and “righteousness” toward man, positively—forever. 

 
3. What John Did. (vv. 76-77) 

Zechariah, the father, made prophecies concerning his son, John. He would play a key 
role in Jesus' story. His part was much like that of a best man at a wedding. He wasn't 
to be the center of attention, but, instead, to make sure that all the attention was riveted 
on Jesus. John directed all the focus on Jesus by:  
 

• Being the forerunner of Jesus. John came into prominence first; he prepared the 
way, going before Jesus. He set the stage and was the opening act. He prepared 
the people for the coming of Jesus. It was a humbling but necessary role. 

 
• Gave the people knowledge of salvation. John announced that One was coming 

higher than him who would bring forgiveness of sins. 
  

4. What God Will Do. (vv. 78-79) 
Because of God’s tender mercies toward His people, He sent Jesus into the world to 
provide salvation, to redeem us from sin. He does this by: 
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• Visiting us as the dawn. Just as a new day comes with every sunrise, God has 

visited His people through His Son, to provide a new beginning and a new life. 
 

• Shining on us with light. Light was often a metaphor for God and the salvation 
that He offers. Jesus dawned upon humanity, bringing His light, the light of the 
world that takes away the sin. When Jesus shines on a dark soul, the sin is 
washed away, making the person spotless, pure, and clean.  
 

• Guiding us to peace. Peace is a symbol of salvation. Jesus came so that people 
might enjoy peace with God resulting in the peace of God so that we might have 
peace with ourselves and with others.  

 
Conclusion: This prayer is a reminder of God's eternal plan and humankind's 
desperate hope. We are flawed, suffering from the sin defect, and we are in need of a 
Savior. Jesus came to rescue, redeem, and restore us. In Him, we are saved entirely 
and ultimately.  
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer, living in Greenville, SC. You can read more of his 
writing at www.rickezell.com.  


