
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Can’t We 
Fix It?  These sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: Are we saved by what we do or by what Christ has done for us? It’s a 
question of faith versus works; grace versus the Law of Moses. The very heart of the 
gospel is at stake in the answer. 
 

1. God’s standard is clear. (Deut. 5:32-33) 
God loved His people so He provided a series of laws that would protect and guide 
them in their daily affairs, personal relationships, and reverence for God. These laws 
that we know as the Ten Commandments have become the basis for all civilizations. 
Keeping them enables people to live rightly with God and with one another.  
 
Once given, God instructed His people to be careful to live in accordance with each law 
and to focus intently on each one as the standard and guide for life. The people were to 
obey them completely. In return, God would give them an abundant, fruitful, and long 
life.  
 
God's best interest for His people was revealed in these laws. His love shows through 
each law. God is not vindictive, nor the ultimate joy stealer, by giving these laws. Their 
restrictions are for our relationships, health, and personal and corporate well-being. 
These laws reflect God’s compassion for all humanity.  
 
The proper response to these laws is reverence for God and obedience to His standard. 
 

2. Our character is flawed. (Gal. 3:10-12) 
The law demands 100% compliance all the time for all of life. The law demands that we 
do what the law commands. We must do all that the law commands. We must continue 
to do all the law commands. Living by the law isn’t a buffet where we pick and choose 
the rules we want to obey. Either we keep all the law all the time, or we'll never get to 
heaven by following the law. God doesn't grade on the curve. It's a simple Pass/Fail. 
Keep the law correctly 100% of the time, and we go to heaven. Mess up once, and we 
go to hell. That doesn't leave a significant margin for error.  
 
Unfortunately, no person can keep God's law entirely. As much as we would want to 
fulfill each one, we can't. No one can. The regulations not only provide a basis for a 
society that indicates the measurement of righteousness to be right with God and to 
gain entrance into heaven. Due to their exacting standard, all humanity is condemned 
by them. We fall short of the perfect standard. Our attempt at righteousness, though 
admirable, comes up short. And, as righteous as one may be, even one failure brings 
God’s judgment. As a result, all of humanity is cursed.  
 
“Cursed” is the divine sentence of death. We are rejected, judged, condemned, and 
sentenced to eternal death. It applies to everyone without exception. The whole human 
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race is under a curse because of our failure to keep the law correctly. Apart from divine 
grace, we are all by nature spiritually dead, lost, separated from God, rejected and 
condemned. We are in a genuinely hopeless condition. The result is attempting to go to 
heaven on our merit.  
 
The law is like a chain; every link must be forged securely, or it will not support the 
person who clings to it for salvation. And, since our flaws and failures create chinks in 
the chain, it cannot assist us in our climb toward redemption.  
 
We cannot earn God’s blessing by being good or righteous. Instead, living by faith is the 
only hope, the only support by which salvation is granted. Works of the law do not justify 
us. Keeping the law does not save us. Faith in God saves us. Taking God at His Word 
and relying on it as trustworthy is what saving faith involves.  
 

3. The Law has value. (Gal. 3:19a, 24-25) 
Why did God give His law? What is its purpose? Paul answered the question with a 
simple, but perhaps, confusing phrase, “the sake of transgressions.” This phrase has 
three possible meanings: 
 

• To restrain from transgressions since all law has a restraining effect. Laws keep 
us from doing as we please or doing what feels good. Laws provide boundaries 
for our lives. They restrain us from hurting ourselves and others. Without laws, 
anarchy would prevail.  
 

• To reveal transgression, since the law shows where humans fail and fall short. 
Like an x-ray that reveals the cancer of sin, laws are the measuring sticks, the 
standard, that show where we miss the mark or get off the path or fail to live up 
to the stated rule. No matter how hard we try, we can never entirely keep the 
law. 

  
• To provoke transgression since humans tend to do what they’re instructed not to 

do. For example, when we see a sign that reads, "Don't walk on the grass!" We 
walk on the grass. Sometimes the law provokes us to break it, just because it is 
stated. 

  
Paul, furthermore, reminded his readers that the law was a temporary measure. The law 
as an instrument of righteousness, leading to salvation, was designed to function until 
Jesus came. The law set the standard. Now, Jesus is the standard of and the way to 
salvation. In a sense, the law led to Christ. People could never keep the standard. They 
needed another way to God. Faith in God has always provided that way.  
 
The law had a regulatory purpose and a revelatory purpose, but never a redemptive 
mission. The law could never save. It led people to Christ. It prepared for the coming of 
Christ by showing that human righteousness was inadequate. All humanity needed 
righteousness only God could supply.  
 
Conclusion: The law condemns us because it arouses within us a desire to do the very 
thing we know is wrong. According to verse 24, that vicious cycle is broken when we are 
justified. At the moment we come to Christ for salvation, God declares us righteous and 
wipes away the record of our guilty disobedience. And that means the law can't keep us 
in the prison house of sin anymore. The law that condemned us now has no power over 
us. We are set free from the trap of trying to please God by our outward behavior. 
Salvation is true freedom. And it comes only to those who trust in Christ.  
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Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer, living in Greenville, SC. You can read more of his 
writing at www.rickezell.com.  


