
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Are We 
Even Here? These sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: In the TV show, “Everybody Loves Raymond,” an episode touched on the 
question, why are we here. Ray’s daughter, Allie, had been asking questions about 
babies. Ray entered Ally's bedroom, thinking that she wanted to talk to him about 
conception. Ray studied and prepared to answer the difficult questions that deal with 
human sexuality—the ones which all parents dread. Soon, he discovered that his little 
girl wanted to talk about something much more profound. She asked, “Why are we 
born? Why does God put us here?” 
 
Raymond may have been shocked at his daughter's question, but it’s not a new one for 
the human race. For thousands of years people have been asking, “Why am I here? 
Why did God put me here?” The truth is, young and old; we’ve all wondered why we 
exist—why we are here—especially when life seems like nothing more than a series of 
trials and tribulations.  
 
The opening chapter of the Bible answers that question.  
 

1. We are God’s creation. (vv. 1-5) 
 God, the Father, first revealed Himself in Scripture as the Creator. The first verse in the 
Bible stated, "In the beginning God created . . ." (v. 1). It does not say "In the beginning, 
you . . ." but "In the beginning God." This declaration is an important distinction. 
Understanding why we are here begins with God and not with us. In fact, the meaning 
of life starts with God, continues with God, and ends with God. To find our part in God's 
plan, we must begin with God. If we want to understand the reason we are here we 
must get to know God.  
 
The more we know God, the more we're going to understand the ways and the wisdom 
of God. As we know Him, we realize the meaning and purpose of life. It all starts with 
God because it's all about God.  
 

2. We are God’s handiwork. (vv. 26-27) 
Not only did God create us, but He also created us in His likeness, His image. We have 
God’s nature imprinted on us; His character stamped on us, and His life breathed into 
us. We are God’s masterpiece.  
 
God’s handiwork of us is four-fold: 

• It is distinct. We are one of a kind, an original, not a numbered print. There's not 
another one like us. As unique as each snowflake, so are we. 

  
• It fosters dialogue. We are in a relationship with God. God didn’t need to create 

us because He was lonely. He made us to express His love. It's the reason He 
invites us to pray and to read the Bible. They are the primary means to foster the 
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dialogue that leads to a growing relationship. Amazing isn't it? We're here to be 
loved by God. 

  
• It gives dominion. We are given the incredible responsibility to look over the earth 

and to take care of God’s creation. It’s a huge task that is mentioned later in the 
text. 
 

• It makes us different. We are separate in gender. God created us to be male and 
female. Each gender is assigned and equipped for a different role and 
responsibility in the family. 

 
3. We are God’s treasure. (v. 28a) 

God blessed us. He extended His favor upon each person born. A blessing in the Bible 
attached high value to the person. It placed great importance on the person.  
 
Paul Tournier, the late Swiss psychiatrist-theologian, discovered a recurring 
psychological problem in his therapy in Switzerland. He called it “The Unblessed Child.” 
It had nothing to do with the child’s gifts, their abilities, the opportunities in life the child 
enjoyed, or even material possessions. It had to do with children not being blessed, not 
feeling approved by his or her parents, feeling somehow, they did not measure up, that 
somehow, they never really pleased their parents. 
 
Here’s the thing: With God, we've already received the blessing. From the very 
beginning, God blessed His children. In Him, we discover our value, our importance.  
 

4. We are God’s co-workers. (vv. 28b-30) 
Since God is a worker, people—created in God’s image—are workers, too. The fact that 
God calls what He does work and calls it good means that work must be significant, that 
it must have intrinsic value. The work God gave us to do gives dignity to our lives. 
Created in God's image, we do something very Godlike when we work. Our life's work is 
significant and substantial. Since God ordained work, our life's work is an extension of 
God's work. Our toil contributes to what God wants to be done in the world.  
 
God's blessing for Adam and Eve was not a gift given to them but a work assigned to 
them. God blessed Adam and Eve by entrusting them with five tasks—a job description. 
The first three tasks related to marriage and family; the final two tasks linked to the 
world.  
 

• “Be fruitful.” The term was used to describe a vine that produced much fruit or a 
flower that blossomed. It also was used to describe a womb and offspring. This 
statement is the act of procreation. When it comes to sex, God is not a killjoy. He 
created it. 
  

• “Multiply” or increase in number. It means to become many. Adam and Eve had 
the responsibility of bearing children and raising the population of earth. Please 
note: Before God gave an assignment of labor; He assigned a task of love. The 
family came before career.  

 
• “Fill the earth.” This command means more than populating the earth with human 

beings. It carried the idea of bringing something to its intended conclusion. It 
says that not only were Adam and Eve to give birth to children; they were to raise 
them to become contributing members of society. Having children and rearing 
them responsibly is part of our work.  
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• “Subdue” the earth. God knew that creation could not be left to itself to 
accomplish His purposes. It needs the caretaking of humans. People are 
responsible for caring for God's good earth. Please note: God established work 
before sin entered the world. In Eden, Adam and Eve worked, but the land did 
not work against them. After the fall, the soil began to produce hardship for them. 
Even though life was much more comfortable in the garden before sin entered 
the world, work was still a reality even before the fall. 

  
• “Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on 

the earth.” The word rule means to have dominion. It implies both conquest and 
caring. People are to take over the earth and to take care of the planet.  

 
In a real sense, humans were meant to work from the beginning. That work was a 
continuation of God's work, managing the created order. Contrary to prevailing tradition, 
the oldest profession was landscaping or gardening.  
 
In like manner, we, too, have been assigned responsibility—generally, like Adam and 
Eve; and specifically—according to our particular talents and bents.  
 

5. We are good. (v. 31) 
God reflected on His work of creation, including the origin of people and saw that "it was 
very good" (v. 31). That statement means that His work is significant. It has fundamental 
value. It has His handprint on it. And, that includes you and me.  
 
Conclusion: Why are we here? The answer is because we were created to be in 
fellowships with God, to display His handiwork, and to continue His good work on the 
earth. 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer who lives in Greenville, SC. You can read more of his 
writing at www.rickezell.com.  


