
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Going Out,  
this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the Bible study from the pulpit.  
Introduction: The words God, gospel, and good news all begin with the two letters 
"go." While it's a cute play on the letters of those words, it's a reality too. God, through 
his Son, Jesus Christ, left heaven to come to earth to provide the means of salvation for 
all humanity. Jesus's story that we know as the gospel or the good news is taken and 
proclaimed to all people. In fact, Jesus told his followers in what has been label the 
Great Commission to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
The gospel story must be told. The good news must be delivered. The only way for that 
to happen is for God’s people to go. 
 
No one did that better than the apostle Paul. Following his conversion and training, he 
spent his life going out into the world to proclaim the message of Jesus. He modeled for 
all believers what we should do daily to declare God's story. 
 
In this text, we learn of some of Paul’s travels and his intent to take the gospel where 
ever God led him. From this pivotal experience, we gain incredible insight into being 
sensitive to God’s leadership in going out with the gospel. 
 

1. God’s leading supersedes our geography. (vv. 6-7) 
Twice the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Jesus prevented Paul and his companions from 
going where he wanted. Luke mentioned several place names, which are important, but 
secondary to Paul’s sensitivity to the Spirit’s leadership in his travels. 
 
It's important to note that Asia is not the continent as we know it today, but a region in 
Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). While Paul wanted to go there, the Holy Spirit 
intervened, leading Paul in a different direction.  
 
How the Holy Spirit communicated with Paul is not provided. But God had other plans 
for Paul at this time. Paul took these roadblocks as divine guidance. Paul and his team 
were sensitive to the Spirit's leadership and direction. The Spirit played a crucial role in 
guiding the evangelistic efforts of the early church movement. 
 
This event is an excellent reminder to us, especially when we get caught up in "where" 
(geography) we should go that we should most be sensitive to "who" (Holy Spirit) is 
leading us. God is much more concerned about our obedience and faithfulness to him. 
When we are open to his guidance, we can share his gospel anywhere and anytime. 
 

2. God closes a door to open another. (vv. 8-10) 
When God closes a door, he opens a window. For Paul that window was in a dream 
where a man was begging him to come to Macedonia. Macedonia was a region across 
the Aegean Sea on the Balkan Peninsula from Asia Minor (which would be on the 
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continent of Europe). These early travelers would know nothing about continents as we 
do today. Again, it wasn't geography that concerned Paul as much as being obedient to 
God's leadership. He was going where God led. 
 
Since the previous two roadblocks were Spirit directed, Paul assumed that this open 
door was from God’s leadership, too.  
 
All people in all places needed to hear the gospel. Paul’s greater sensitivity was to 
communicating God’s message. He concluded that “God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them.” Their task was to go and to preach.  
 
Paul’s change of plans is reminiscent of other missionaries and Christian leaders who 
have set out in one direction only to be nudged or driven in a different direction. They 
embraced the opportunities given to them.  
 
When God directs, he opens doors, allowing the gospel to go forth to reach people with 
its life-changing message. 
 

3. God accomplishes his plan in his way. (vv. 11-15) 
Paul wanted to go to Asia, the province in Asia Minor, but God closed that door. That 
does not mean that God did not want those people to hear the gospel message. In fact, 
he loved them as much as he did the people in Philippi, where Paul would preach next.  
 
Paul's customary practice in a new city was to visit the local Jewish synagogue on the 
Sabbath, to preach. Since there were not enough Jewish men in Philippi to justify a 
synagogue structure, they met outside the city gates along the Gangites river. What was 
going through Paul's mind, not finding a sizeable Jewish population to merit a 
synagogue? Paul joined the group, probably mostly women, for worship and waited for 
an opportunity to share the gospel story. The time came and Paul shared the message 
of Jesus.  
 
Of those present at Paul's preaching was a woman called Lydia, probably not her name 
but a nickname, indicating her home region. She was a gentile woman (God-fearer), 
and a successful business person. If you looked on a map, Lydia is a province in Asia. 
This woman had heard the gospel proclaimed by Paul and respond in faith. She was 
from of all places Asia, the very place Paul wanted to travel to preach but was 
prevented by the Holy Spirit. Ironically, Paul’s first convert in Europe was a woman from 
Asia. Not only was she converted but her household (children and servants) were saved 
too. And, they all would be traveling back to Asia to conduct their business. And, as 
they went, they would tell their story of how a man had come over from Troas to Philippi 
to tell them about Jesus. 
 
Conclusion: God works in mysterious ways. Indeed, God will accomplish his purpose 
in his way in his time.  
 
Our responsibility is to be sensitive to God's leadership, realize that when God closes 
one door, he opens another, and know that God will accomplish his plan in his time and 
way. 
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