
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Intentional Love,  
this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the Bible study from the pulpit.  
Introduction: “I don’t want to get involved.” This is the mantra of many in modern 
society. It includes all who are too indifferent or too self-absorbed or too scared or too 
busy to help the hurting people around us. 
 
No one can force a bystander to jump into the raging river to rescue a drowning child. 
No law can compel a homeowner to meet their new neighbor who doesn’t speak 
English. No one can require a person to visit the sick or comfort the grieving or give 
food to the hungry or write a letter to a prisoner.  
 
Laws are useful and necessary, but they cannot change the human heart. If we say, "I 
don't want to get involved," no law can make us act differently. To borrow the words of 
Jesus, we are always free to pass by on the other side if we want to. It comes from one 
of his most famous parables. A lawyer's question prompted it. 
 

1. Who is the lawyer? (v. 25) 
The lawyer was an expert in the Law of Moses. Often lawyers were called upon to settle 
legal issues. "He stood up." This position was a social courtesy and a greeting of 
respect. In his heart, he sought to test Jesus. His actions contradicted his words.  
 

2. What is the law? (v. 26-27) 
Jesus asked the lawyer about what he knew best: The Law of Moses. He knew that 
keeping the law was the appropriate answer. Jesus brought the issue out into the open. 
This man of the law quoted something regarding love and not some ritual or set of rules. 
The standard set here was one which no one could keep. Perhaps he was testing Jesus 
by quoting what Jesus had taught before: love. Be careful getting into a debate with 
Jesus. He always wins. 
 

3. What was wrong with his heart? (v. 28-29) 
The Lawyer did not show humility by saying something like, "How can I do this since I 
am an imperfect and sinful man?" Instead, he sought to justify himself. This reaction 
was often the case with experts in moral law; they thought they had their own lives 
covered well because they looked at their actions, not their hearts. 
 

4. Who is one’s neighbor? (v. 29) 
It’s a good question. In other words, what is meant by the word neighbor? It seems that 
defining that word will impact who we love. In fact, how you define that word might put a 
stipulation on wither you love certain people or not. Neighbors, according to the Jews, 
were only fellow Jews and full proselytes. The word Jesus used for neighbor is a 
generic term for fellowman. He identified a neighbor as anyone with whom a person has 
any dealings whatsoever. The Jews defined the word very narrowly. Jesus took off the 
restraints, recognizing all people as neighbors. 
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5. What is the story? (v. 30-36) 
To be clear about Jesus’ definition, the lawyer asked for clarification, "And who is my 
neighbor" (Luke 10:29). Instead of explaining, Jesus told a story—the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  
 
Even though we call this story a parable, it was probably based on a true story. There is 
nothing in the details that could not have happened in real life. It begins with a "certain 
man" who journeyed from Jerusalem to Jericho was attacked and left for dead. 
Eventually, a priest came by who was on his way home to Jericho after fulfilling his 
duties at the temple in Jerusalem. Seeing the wounded man, the priest deliberately 
passed by on the other side. Then, a Levite, a member of the tribe of Levi, saw the poor 
fellow lying by the road, beaten half to death, he went over to have a closer look but 
went on his way. 
 
Both men were truly and sincerely religious. The loved and worshipped God. They both 
came from God's presence, but somehow God's presence never got through to them. 
 
And now comes the hero of the story—the Samaritan. Jews and Samaritans hated each 
other. The Samaritan had no more reason to stop than the priest or the Levite. All the 
excuses the other two might have made, he might have made as well. But he didn't. 
The Bible says that when he saw the man, he pitied him. The nameless Samaritan did 
something. The others passed on by, but he stopped and helped the man. Love means 
nothing unless it moves us to action. His help was prompt, thorough, generous, prudent, 
self-denying, to his discomfort and at his own expense.  
 
Here is the kicker: The two religious men who should have shown compassion—didn’t! 
And the one who wouldn’t have been expected to—did! The religious leaders knew the 
Law and did nothing about it. The Samaritan was an outcast, but he knew the truth and 
his love moved him to action. 
 
Let's go back to the lawyer's question: Who is my neighbor? In light of this story, we can 
answer the question this way: My neighbor is anyone in need whose path I cross. When 
I encounter someone in need, my first response should be how can I assist. In that light, 
you never know when you'll run into a neighbor. You will find neighbors everywhere you 
go.  
 

6. Where are you in fulfilling this command to love our neighbor?  
Jesus asked a concluding question: “Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” (Luke 10:36). The lawyer’s 
answer was telling. He did not address the helping man as Jesus described him—A 
Samaritan. The lawyer said, “The one who showed mercy to him” (Luke 10:37). Jesus’s 
final command is our command, “Go and do the same” (Luke 10:37).  
 

7. When will we start obeying Jesus’ command?  
A man was standing at a construction site. A large hole had been dug as part of the 
excavation. Many workers were in the hole removing dirt when the walls collapsed 
around them. Rescuers began running from everywhere, but the man stood by and 
watched the scene with detachment. Suddenly a woman called out from the 
construction office trailer: “Jim, your brother is in the hole!” Instantly the man stripped off 
his coat and began digging for dear life. Why? His brother was in mortal danger, and he 
must get him out.  
 
Conclusion: Who is my neighbor? He is my brother. My brother is anyone in danger, 
anyone in need, anyone in pain, anyone in trouble. Look! Your brother is sick; your 
brother is dying; your brother has lost his job; your brother is homeless; your brother is 
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lost; your brother is discouraged? When will you help? Tomorrow may be too late. 
Today is the day. Now is the time.  
 
Why is now the best time to express love? Because you don’t know how long you will 
have the opportunity. Circumstances change. People die. Children grow up. You have 
no guarantee of tomorrow. If you want to fulfill Jesus command to love your neighbor as 
yourself, you had better do it now. 
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