
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Gracious 
Hospitality, this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the Bible study from the pulpit. 
  
Introduction: My wife spent three weeks in another state with her mother due to a 
tragedy in their family. I was home alone. In my friends’ terms, I was “baching it,” 
meaning I was left by myself to do housework, cooking, and laundry. So, for two weeks 
and six days, I wasn’t worried about piles of laundry, dirty dishes, or unvacuumed floors. 
My wife was returning on a Tuesday night. On Monday night and Tuesday afternoon, 
before I picked her up at the airport, guess what I did? I spent the day cleaning the 
house, washing dishes, laundering clothes, vacuuming the carpet, and putting away the 
clutter I had created. I knew of her return and was preparing for it.  
 
The early church, especially the writers of most of the New Testament, including Peter, 
believed Jesus’ return was imminent—he would come at any moment. Peter used the 
reality of Jesus’ return as motivation and incentive for the early Christians to make the 
best use of their time and to perform the best practice of their lives.  
 
Knowing the reality of Jesus’ return should make a difference in the way we live, too. 
Peter identified, five areas to shore up and to make ready. 
 

1. Don’t panic, pray. (v. 7)  
Prayer is the noblest and most vital ministry that God entrusts to his children. 
Unfortunately, it is often the most neglected. Peter urged his readers not to neglect 
prayer. In fact, he admonished them in two areas so that their prayers would be 
unhindered. 
 

• Spiritually be alert, meaning to be self-controlled or sober in spirit. Here we are 
practicing the right behaviors, steering clear of sinful habits, living obediently. We 
are in right standing with God. We are in the right position for God to respond to 
our prayers. 

 
• Mentally be clear, meaning to be sober-minded, clear-headed, or possess sound 

judgment. The term describes a state of emotional control so that under 
pressure, we don’t wilt or waver or give in to anger or fear or otherwise lose our 
composure. It’s what happens when great sports teams are trailing late in the 
game. There is no fear or panic. Instead, there is a sense of calmness and 
determination.  

 
When we are spiritually alert and mentally clear, we can see things in their proper 
perspective. Then we pray the right prayers. When we are uptight, running from one 
thing to another, stressed out, it's easy to become distracted, bothered, and controlled 
by our circumstances. Then, we don't pray. Our mind won't stop whizzing and worrying. 
When we are wound up like a top, we can't slow down or focus long enough to pray. 
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2.  Don’t hold grudges, love others. (v. 8)  
The New Testament as a whole and here the apostle Peter in particular never tire of 
urging believers to love one another. Peter admonished the believers to “maintain 
constant love for one another.” This word picture describes a horse at full gallop or a 
runner straining for the tape at the end of a race. His point is well taken: loving others 
requires continual effort and hard work. At the heart of loving others is putting the other 
person ahead of ourselves, and that is always a massive effort. Our default mode is 
selfishness.  
 
Biblical love is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment that shows itself in seeking the 
highest good of the one loved. At its heart, biblical love is a commitment that is not 
without feeling; it is a caring commitment. In other words, biblical love involves delight, 
not just duty. Also, this caring commitment is not only an attitude but an action; it shows 
itself in deeds. 
 
One of the deeds or actions of love is forgiveness. Peter’s statement “love covers a 
multitude of sins” implies that we forgive others rather than taking offense at what the 
other person has done or said to us. We deal with it, offer forgiveness, and move on. 
We don't drag the other person through the mud and stir up dissension. Love refuses to 
wash its dirty laundry in public. Love deals with sin privately and discreetly.  
 
Peter was not saying that we can compensate for or pay off our sin by loving others. 
Love hides others' sins from our sight, but not from God's sight. Before God our sin 
needs to be confessed so, in turn, he can forgive it, covering it with his blood. 
 

3. Don’t grumble when others need a place to stay, be hospitable. (v. 9)  
One way to show love was to practice hospitality. The word hospitality means kindness 
shown to strangers. In Peter’s day, hotels and motels were not prevalent as they are 
today. When people traveled, they needed places to stay. Individual homes were the 
means for providing a place of refuge and rest for those people visiting. Since God's 
love had made believers a family, when guests arrived, needing shelter and a safe 
place to stay, they were not welcoming strangers they were welcoming family. 
 
Peter added a qualification: Show hospitality “without complaining.” The Greek word 
means to “mumble under your breath.” Instead of murmuring, look at the opportunity 
you have to promote the cause of Christ, to show Christian love, and extend ministry. 
Peter was not talking about a little entertaining; he was talking about using one’s home 
to minister to those they don’t know very well. It would have included refugees, 
missionaries, families in need, and weary travelers needing a place to stay. 
 

4. Don’t ignore your gift, use it to serve others. (v. 10)  
Preparation for the Lord's return includes service. God has entrusted each believer with 
spiritual gifts; supernatural abilities bestowed on every believer through God's grace. 
These gifts are not just for our pleasure or personal aggrandizement, but rather for the 
benefit of the church. In fact, using these gifts is an act of stewardship. God's the 
originator and giver of the gifts. He has entrusted them to his people. He expects us to 
use them for the benefit of others. He will expect an account for our use or lack of use of 
our gifts.  
 
God gifted us to serve others. Since everyone has been gifted everyone has a place of 
service. Peter identified two key arenas our gifts are used: 
 

• Speaking. Peter was including anyone who teaches the Word of God, whether 
publicly or privately, whether to a group or one-on-one. It includes speaking from 
a pulpit or in a small group or a Sunday School class. Those who share a word 
from God are presenting God’s Word. They are not offering just their opinion. 
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God’s words are more important, and the way we present them should reflect 
their significance. 

 
• Helping. Peter referred to those who aid or assist others to do so in the name of 

Christ. Their acts are as significant as those who speak. Helping gifts include 
cooking a meal for a new mother, cleaning up after a church event, driving the 
bus, counting the offering, stacking chairs in the dining room, changing diapers in 
the nursery, visiting the sick, calling a friend on the phone, writing a note of 
encouragement, giving money, praying, counseling, ushering, singing, or 
volunteering to drive kids to camp. It includes any of the 1,001 other things that 
keep the church going. 

 
5. Don’t seek personal gain, give God the glory. (v. 11)  

Why do believers practice all these activities? It does enable them to use their time 
wisely in preparation for the Lord's return. It provides a higher purpose: to glorify God. 
All that we do should be for our good and God's glory. But of the two God's glory is most 
important. He should get the credit. What we say and what we do is for his fame and 
recognition, not ours. God is glorified in the ministry of Christian believers to one 
another, 
 
Conclusion: When Peter wrote, "The end of all things is near," he thought Jesus' return 
was at hand. While Jesus has not returned yet, we know with each passing day, it is 
soon. How soon is soon? 
 
In C. S. Lewis’, Voyage of the Dawn Treader, a conversation between Lucy and Aslan, 
the lion who is the Christ-figure in the story unfolds: 
 
“Do not look so sad. We shall meet soon again.” 
 
“Please, Aslan,” said Lucy, “what do you call soon?” 
 
“I call all times soon,” said Aslan; and instantly he vanished away. 
 
Knowing that Jesus’ return is imminent, should motivate us to use our time, our voice, 
and gifts for God’s glory. 
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