
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Open Arms,  
this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the Bible study from the pulpit.  
Introduction: Someone quipped, “To dwell above with those you love, that will be glory. 
But to dwell below, with those we know, that’s another story.” People problems are 
among our most nagging difficulties, especially getting along with other people. 
 
You would think that these problems wouldn’t exist in the Christian community because 
Christians are to reach out to others with open arms. Christians are to accept people, 
treating them as God has treated us. How it must grieve God’s heart for a believer to 
mistreat someone. It dishonors his name and thwarts the gospel message from gaining 
a hearing in that person’s heart. How we treat others is a direct indication of what we 
believe about the God who accepts, loves, and forgives us. 
 
James provided solid instruction on how to open our arms to welcome people in our 
church communities. 
 

1. Accept all equally. (vv. 1-4) 
James instructed believers not to show favoritism or unfair partiality toward others. In a 
church setting made up of poor people, it would be easy to cater to those coming into 
the assembly who were wealthy, influential, or famous. James admonished the church 
not to practice preferential treatment. He didn’t want to see snobbery in the church. A 
snob is somebody whose nose turns up when their eyes look down, somebody who 
always thinks they’re better than everybody else. 
 
The church should be the one place where distinctions don’t exist, whether it is status, 
ethnicity, gender, age, appearance, affluence, or popularity.  
 
James warned that favoritism is sin (v. 9). We think favoritism is a small sin, but James 
reminded us that if we break one of God’s laws we have broken them all (James 2:10).  
 
Instead of favoritism, we are to treat all people in the same manner. We need to look at 
everyone through the eyes of Christ. If we want to be like Christ, we can’t play favorites.  
 

2. Respond to all gracefully. (vv. 5-7) 
In James’ day, a two-class societal system was present—rich upper class and poor 
lower class. Christians generally were of the lower, poorer class. James contrasted the 
rich and the poor, making a theological point. The rich will be made poor because their 
wealth will not save them. The spiritually poor will be made rich because they will inherit 
the riches of Christ’s grace. 
 
By the way, God has always had a special place for the poor. Christianity offered much 
to the poor and demanded much from the rich. The poor are often forgotten and 
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marginalized. But those that mattered to no one else mattered intensely to God. Maybe 
that is one reason why so many poor people flooded the early church.  
 
As it relates to treating people, we need to address people with grace. We need to treat 
them the way God has treated us. He looked past our flaws and mistakes and loved us 
with unmerited favor.  
 

3. Love all reciprocally. (vv. 8-10) 
James referred to the royal law: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Jesus 
affirmed this statement as a part of the Great Commandment.) It’s a royal law because 
if we obeyed this law, we wouldn’t need all the rest. We are to treat others as we want 
others to treat us.  
 
I read about a junior varsity cheerleader, Hannah, who wanted to be on the varsity 
squad. Her best friend, Melissa, a varsity cheerleader, practiced with Hannah every day 
to help her make the varsity squad. After the tryouts, Hannah discovered that she did 
make varsity, but Melissa didn’t make it. Melissa had gone the extra mile to help 
Hannah make the varsity team so they could cheer together. Hannah wanted to swap 
places with Melissa. 
 
Hannah drove to Melissa’s house. She wanted to comfort Melissa that night, so she 
slept on the floor next to her bed. Hannah knew the best thing she could do was to be 
near her friend during this difficult time.  
 
When you swap places with others to feel how they hurt, you’ve taken the first step 
toward loving your neighbor as yourself.  
 
Conclusion: When we open our arms to all people, equally, gracefully, reciprocally, and 
mercifully, we will treat people as God intended.  
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