
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Intentional Love, 
these sermon outlines use a different Scripture passage than the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the main point from the pulpit. It is one thing to love people who 
love you, it is quite another to love those we do not know. God takes this even one step 
further, he loves his enemies. By doing this he transforms our hearts and calls us to 
respond to his love by modeling his love in our relationship to others.  
Introduction:  
A young man was heartbroken that his bride-to-be called off their wedding. He loved her 
deeply and was stunned to be left at the altar. She left a note and the poor young man, 
Jimmy, thought he would never hear from her again. A couple of years after their broken 
engagement Jimmy was shocked to find this note: 

Dearest Jimmy, 
No words could ever express the great unhappiness I have felt since breaking 
our engagement.  Please say you’ll take me back.  No one could ever take your 
place in my heart, so please forgive me.  I love you, I love you, I love you!   
Yours forever, 
Marie 
P.S.  Congratulations on winning the state lottery 

I doubt that young lady really loved Jimmy. All of us long for real genuine love but so 
often end up with something similar to what poor Jimmy received. Human love which 
flows out of fallen and sinful human hearts is going to leave us wanting. Thankfully 
God’s love is different. And his love for us creates in us a different kind of love.  
1 John 4:7-21 shows us God’s love and the love we are to have for others.  

1. God’s love is an agape love 
Much has been made about the different Greek words for love. Some have said that 
phileo is a fleshly or human-type of love whereas agape is a God-type of love. That’s 
not a helpful distinction. There are passages in the gospel of John where God is said to 
have a phileo love. These words simply emphasize a different component of love.  
Phileo is more related to tender affections. You might say that phileo is the type of love 
which is a heart-felt or spontaneous type of love; an affectionate love. It’s a mutual love 
where two parties are fond of each other. Agape on the other hand seems to be tough.  
Agape love seems to be the choice to love even if the person you are choosing to love 
is at that time quite unlovable. Agape love is modeled for us in the story of Hosea and 
his unfaithful wife. Refusing to not love is the mark of agape love. This is the type of love 
which is spoken of here in 1 John.  
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God’s love for us is not simply grounded in fond affections towards us. It is a love which 
has made a choice to love. The argument here in 1 John is that our love for others must 
be the same. If we are truly born of God then our love for others will be the same as the 
love of God for us—sacrificially loving others even when they don’t deserve it. 

2. God’s love is an atoning love 
If you are hungry and I have the means to help you can you rightly say that I love you if I 
neglect to provide for you? I understand there is a bit of complexity to poverty, but 
James’ illustration in James 2 isn’t concerned with the complexities of poverty. It is 
simply concerned with love. If someone truly loves you they not only say it they act in 
such a way to do you the greatest good they can.  
So, how do you know that God loves you? We know that he loves us because he sent 
His Son for us. This is what 1 John 4:10 proclaims. Our greatest problem was sin and 
separation from a holy God. God conquered our greatest problem through the sacrifice 
of his Son. He sacrificed His greatest treasure in order to redeem sinful humanity. This 
is what it means that he made atonement for us. He satisfied the demands upon us of 
which our sin required. 
We cannot atone for others. The suffering and work of Christ is unique. However, we 
are called to model lives of self-sacrificial love. We are called to have more than a 
reactionary love. We must seek out ways to help others find their greatest joy in Christ, 
no matter the cost to ourselves. 

3. God’s love is an autonomous love 
In the Rodgers and Hammerstein version, Cinderella sings to the prince: “Do you love 
me because I’m beautiful, or am I beautiful because you love me?” The Scriptures 
answer that question for us in regards to God’s love for us. His love for us is not 
grounded in our beauty but His great love. God loves us freely. He loved us before we 
loved Him. This is such wonderful news  because it means our efforts are not what 
made God love us, nor are our efforts able to make God stop loving us.  
Our love should be similar. It was said of John Newton that he loved someone at first 
sight. This is reflective of God’s initiating love towards us.  
Conclusion:  
John says in this passage that nobody has ever seen God. God is invisible. You cannot 
see God, you can see the effects of God but you cannot see God in all of His glory. But 
there are two ways we can see God. First in John 1:18 we see that Jesus has made him 
known. But here in 1 John we see the other way that folks can see God; namely, 
through our love for one another.  
God has given his love to us. We are now called to reflect that love towards others.  
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