
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Open Arms, 
these sermon outlines use a different Scripture passage than the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the main point from the pulpit. Partiality can spread through a 
churches culture and keep it from being a welcoming church. Peter’s interaction with the 
Gentiles in Galatians 2 can help us see the heart underneath much partiality.  
Introduction:  
“Who are you sitting by?” That’s a loaded question in the life of a child. I see it in my 
own children and I remember it from my own grade school days. We jockey for places 
of honor and positions of prominence. If you’ve been to any heavily populated Bible 
conferences or annual meetings you know that adults have not grown out of this. 
Frequently guests are found not engaging in conversation with the person right in front 
of them but looking all around trying to find someone even more prominent to 
“fellowship” with.  
This problem goes back as far as the time of the apostle Peter. He was fine being pals 
with the Gentiles until certain men of prominence from Jerusalem showed up, then he 
changed his attitude and buddied up to those from Jerusalem. Paul called this a denial 
of the gospel. The original intention of Paul in sharing this story is to show the 
independence and authority of the gospel. But we can also learn from this story the 
damage that Peter’s partiality had on his gospel witness. 

1. Partiality often comes from a fear of man 
 
Peter had gotten the gospel right. It was clearly revealed to him that the work of Christ 
had done away with Jewish boundaries and dietary laws. This is why he was eating with 
the Gentiles until the “circumcision party” came. But why did Peter fear them? We know 
from Acts 11 that he didn’t fear Jewish Christians but explained his position to them. It’s 
likely then that these were unbelieving Jews who would intensify Christian persecution. I 
believe Tom Schreiner explains: 
 

Peter feared the consequences of his actions for fellow Jews, who were believers, 
and thus he ceased eating with Gentiles to protect Jewish believers in Christ and, 
perhaps, to prevent a schism among Jewish believers. (Schreiner, 144) 

 
Scripture is clear that the fear of man is a snare. But it’s not an easily noticed snare. 
Fear of man is not necessarily an irrational fear. People really can cause us harm. The 
only remedy, though, is to fear God more than we fear men. Those who are 
accustomed to and in love with their power and prestige will not respond well when do 
not show them partiality. It appears here that certain Jews were attempting to throw 
their weight around in order to get their way. It worked on Peter. It didn’t work on Paul. 
In this instance his roots in the gospel were a bit deeper than Peter’s.  
 

2. Partiality can lead us to deny the gospel  
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Peter did not want to fall out of favor with influential Jews. He showed partiality to the 
influential and ended up neglecting his Gentile brothers and sisters in Christ. In doing 
this he inadvertently began walking out of step with the gospel. By removing himself 
from them Peter was essentially requiring them to observe food laws in order to be in 
fellowship with him. That is tantamount to saying they needed to observe these dietary 
laws in order to be in fellowship with God.  
 
In the same way when we show partiality we end up subtly denying the gospel. Giving 
preference to a person of power and prestige is subtly communicating that the “real 
Christians” are people of power. Caving in to the pressures of wealthy donors can 
communicate that what really holds weight in the kingdom is financial giving. Likewise 
giving partiality to those whom we know best and who are most like us is a subtle form 
of gospel denying. 
 

3. Partiality creates the wrong culture 
 
Peter’s hypocrisy impacted others. His fear-motivated partiality spread to even 
Barnabas. Sin never stays with one person. The sin of showing partiality is no 
exception. Peter influenced other believers to act out of fear instead of deep conviction.  
 
Your church can say in confessions of faith and vision statements that you are 
welcoming church who is open to visitors, but if a culture of partiality permeates that will 
be evident. Eric Geiger is correct, “A graceless culture overpowers a grace-filled 
confessional statement”. We must be intentional in not showing partiality. The culture of 
our church must be one that is saturated with grace. Few things will hinder this more 
than a spirit of partiality.  
 
Conclusion:  
The evangelist D.L. Moody once told a story about a little boy who walked miles to 
attend his church: 

Show me a church where there is love, and I will show you a church that is a 
power in the community. In Chicago a few years ago a little boy attended a 
Sunday school I know of. When his parents moved to another part of the city the 
little fellow still attended the same Sunday school, although it meant a long, 
tiresome walk each way. A friend asked him why he went so far, and told him 
that there were plenty of others just as good nearer his home. ‘They may be as 
good for others, but not for me,’ was his reply. ‘Why not?’ she asked. ‘Because 
they love a fellow over there,’ he replied.” 

Peter had gotten this right initially. He was rightly loving his Gentile friends. But then 
fear and partiality took over and it created a culture which was opposite the culture the 
gospel should create. When we really embrace the gospel and its implications we will 
see our churches be places of love. Not just love for those who are like us or love for 
those who can offer us something, but love for those to whom we get nothing in return. 
That is how you can determine the depth of a churches love.  
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