
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Praying for 
Others, this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Go to God on behalf of others. 
Introduction: One of the most common complaints heard among church members 
these days is, “My needs aren’t being met.”  Some say this complaint is an indictment of 
the modern church.  That may be true to a degree, but more often than not, I’ve found it 
to be an indictment of our modern self-centered culture.  Since when is church about 
meeting your needs?  Didn’t Jesus say He came not to be served, but to serve?  Didn’t 
He command us to deny ourselves? 
Our selfishness is often particularly seen in our prayers (please not that I said “our”, 
meaning I am often guilty of this, too).  There’s nothing wrong with praying for your own 
needs, but Scripture also commands us to pray for one another.  Many times we get so 
caught up in the former that we fail to do the latter.  The night before He was crucified, 
Jesus prayed for Himself, but He also prayed for His disciples.  The passage in Matthew 
6 is often called “the Lord’s Prayer”, but that’s actually just a model prayer for us.  The 
seventeenth chapter of John, however, contains “the Lord’s prayer”. 

I. A prayer for protection. 
 
A. He prayed that the Father would “keep” the disciples. 

1. Jesus had taken care of them while He was physically with them. 
a. He had taken care of the disciples’ physical and spiritual needs. 
b. None of them was lost except Judas.  From what I can tell, Judas 

was never a true believer (John 6:70-71). 
2. Jesus would no longer be in the world, but His disciples would. 

a. He would be crucified the next day, and then a few weeks later, He 
would return to His Father. 

b. Jesus is still spiritually present with us (Matthew 28:20), but He is 
no longer physically present. 

c. His disciples are still in the world, with all of its troubles and 
wickedness. 

B. We should still pray for God to protect us. 
1. From physical danger. 

a. Do we pray for Christians who are being persecuted overseas? 
b. Do we pray for our missionaries, many of whom minister in 

dangerous places? 
2. From spiritual danger. 

a. Do we pray God will protect His people from temptation? 
b. Do you pray for your pastor and other church leaders? 

II. A prayer for sanctification. 
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A. Jesus noted that the world hated His disciples. 

1. The world hates Jesus’ disciples because it hates Jesus. 
a. Many people today seem to have the idea that everyone loved 

Jesus.  That simply is not true (John 6:66). 
b. We should not seek trouble, but if we follow Jesus, trouble will 

inevitably find us. 
2. They hate us because we are not of the world. 

a. The world is still the devil’s domain (1 John 2:15-17). 
b. This does not mean we should isolate ourselves from the world, but 

it does mean we should be noticeably different from the world. 
B. He prayed that God would sanctify them. 

1. The word translated “sanctify” is the Greek word hagiazo.  It carries the 
idea of setting someone or something apart for a sacred purpose. 
a. Jesus had already been set apart to make atonement for our sins. 
b. He was now setting His disciples apart to spread His message 

after He returned to heaven. 
2. He prayed for them to be sanctified by God’s Word. 

a. God’s Word helps us resist temptation (Psalm 119;11). 
b. It is a reliable guide (Psalm 119:105). 
c. It is an offensive spiritual weapon (Ephesians 6:17). 

 
III. A prayer for unity. 

 
A. Jesus prayed not only for His immediate disciples, but also for those who 

would believe on Him in the future. 
1. He prayed that they would be united. 

a. The disciples had their share of squabbles while Jesus was with 
them (Mark 10:41; Luke 22:24). 

b. Their unity would be much more fragile when Jesus was gone. 
2. Is unity possible when there so many various denominations? 

a. We can still acknowledge people as brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in spite of denominational differences. 

b. Unity should never be preserved at the expense of truth. 
B. Why should we pray for unity? 

1. Our unity is still very fragile. 
a. Most of our disputes in churches are not over doctrinal matters.  In 

fact, many of the issues that divide us are quite trivial. 
b. The devil constantly tries to sow seeds of division. 

2. A united church is a powerful witness. 
a. When churches work together, people take notice. 
b. As a result, Jesus is glorified (v. 21). 

 

Conclusion: I remember the first time I ever participated in a “prayer walk”.  I was a 
pastor in Missouri, and I was attending the State Evangelism Conference in Branson.  
They had organized a prayer walk in Branson and smaller communities nearby.  The 
pastor in one of these smaller towns was a friend of mine, so I joined him and his 
church in their prayer walk.  As I walked through the neighborhood praying for the 
various households, I began to feel a special love and burden for the people who lived 
there, even though I had never met a single one of them. 
As I said in the introduction, many churches today are suffering from a bad case of self-
centeredness.  How do we cure that problem?  We can start by praying for others.  
When you pray regularly for people, God puts a love and concern in your heart for them.  
You become focused on their needs rather than your own, and then you don’t have time 
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to feel sorry for yourself.  How desperately we need that in our own country!  May 
churches all across America become places of fervent prayer. 
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