
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Praying for 
Ourselves, this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Take your needs to God daily and trust Him to answer. 
Introduction: One of the great mysteries of the Bible has to do with God’s immutability.  
That means God never changes.  His basic nature never changes, and the Bible also 
teaches that His plans never change (Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 46:9-11).  Nevertheless, we 
cannot deny that God does hear and respond to prayer.  When He threatened to 
destroy the people of Israel, Moses interceded for them and God relented (Numbers 
14:11-20).  God also relented from destroying Nineveh (Jonah 3).  In this section of 
Isaiah, God told King Hezekiah he would soon die.  Yet when Hezekiah prayed, God 
extended his life by fifteen years.  How do we reconcile this with God’s immutability? 
I don’t claim to know all the answers.  The Bible says, “Who has known the mind of the 
Lord?” (Romans 11:34).  We have a big God, and many things about Him are beyond 
our ability to comprehend.  We should not try to understand these things.  Rather, we 
should simply accept them and take comfort in them.  We may not understand God’s 
immutability, but we can take comfort in the fact that He hears and answers prayer. 

I. A devout prayer. 
A. Hezekiah was deathly ill. 

1. He had been a righteous king. 
a. He rid the land of idolatry (2 Kings 18:4). 
b. He cleansed the temple (2 Chron. 29:4-5). 

2. Isaiah warned him to “set his house in order”. 
a. He had to make arrangements for his funeral and burial. 
b. Since he had no heir, he had to make arrangements for someone to 

succeed him as king.1 
B. Hezekiah prayed for God to heal him.  

1. He likely feared the future of his kingdom. 
a. Since he had no heir, a usurper might take the throne. 
b. The Assyrians evidently were threatening Jerusalem (v. 6). 

2. He cited his own obedience to God. 
• Obedience to God does not necessarily guarantee a long life, 

but it can affect whether He hears and answers your prayers 
(Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2). 
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II. A divine promise. 

 
A. God instructed Isaiah to tell Hezekiah that his prayer had been heard. 

1. God promised to extend Hezekiah’s life by fifteen years. 
a. God is in the healing business, so we should never hesitate to pray 

for the sick. 
b. At the same time, healing is not always part of God’s plan. 

• I once heard Adrian Rogers tell of a conversation he had with a 
famous preacher who believed in faith healing (he didn’t give 
the preacher’s name).  Dr. Rogers told him, “I believe God 
heals.  I believe He heals naturally, He heals supernaturally, He 
heals instantaneously, He heals in time, and He always heals in 
eternity because ‘with His stripes we are healed’.  But when you 
stand in your pulpit and tell people it’s always God’s will for 
them to be healed, that’s not only wrong, it’s one of the cruelest 
things you can tell a person.”   

2. He also promised to deliver him from the Assyrians. 
B. What does this teach us about prayer? 

1. God answers prayer, so we should never be afraid to ask (James 4:2). 
2. We should submit our requests to God, but we should also trust Him to 

do what is best. 
• In May of 2000, my sister was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  

For more than seven months, we prayed for God to heal her.  In 
January of 2001, God took her home to heaven.  He did not give 
us what we wanted, but my sister is now healed for eternity. 
 

III. A dutiful praise. 
 
A. “What shall I say?” – Most likely, this was an expression of gratitude (see 

2 Samuel 7:20). 
1. “The bitterness of my soul” – Hezekiah knew he would remember this 

experience for the rest of his life. 
a. He was thankful that God had answered his prayer, but he would 

never forget his sense of despair. 
b. He knew he was alive only by the grace of God. 

2. Though it was a bitter experience, it had done him good. 
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a. He had a new appreciation of God’s goodness. 
b. He had a new appreciation of his own time on earth.   
c. He had a new appreciation of God’s mercy. 

B. When God answers prayer, we should always remember to thank Him. 
1. He is the source of all of our blessings (James 1:17). 
2. We should thank Him even when He does not give us what we want. 

• Not long after I finished seminary, a church in northern Michigan 
invited me to come and preach in view of a call.  Everything 
went well, and I was sure they would call me as their pastor.  
Alas, they voted me down overwhelmingly!  Not long afterward, I 
told my pastor’s wife what had happened, and I speculated that 
it must not have been God’s will for me to go.  She said, “Well, 
have you thanked Him?”  The truth is, I had not.  I was terribly 
disappointed, and I didn’t feel very thankful over this 
development.  All these years later, though, I can see that God 
did me a favor.  It was a good church, but that area had a lot of 
challenges that I was not ready to face.  God didn’t give me 
what I prayed for, and today I thank Him for it! 
 

Conclusion: Someone once asked Charles Haddon Spurgeon how he reconciled his 
views on election with free will.  I think his reply was as good as any: “I never try to 
reconcile friends.”  That may sound like a cop-out, but in fact it’s rather profound.  Some 
things about God are too great for us to comprehend, so we should not try to reconcile 
them.  One of my seminary professors used to say that the doctrine of election is not 
something we should try to figure out, but a truth in which we should take comfort.   
The same holds true for God’s immutability.  I don’t claim to understand it, but I do take 
comfort in the fact that God’s purposes and promises are unchanging.  At the same 
time, I also take comfort in the fact that God hears and answers our prayers.  Let us not 
try to reconcile friends!  Rather, let us take our needs to God in prayer and trust Him to 
answer.  When He does answer, let us always remember to thank Him. 
 
________________________ 
1 Hezekiah lived fifteen years after his illness, and his son Manasseh was only twelve 
when he became king.  Thus, the illness happened before Manasseh was born. 
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