
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Object of 
Our Prayer, this sermon outline will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  A right view of God fuels how we pray. 
Introduction:  During my teen and young adult years, I went through a rebellious stage.  
I didn’t get into any major trouble, but there were a few times when I made the mistake 
of sassing my parents.  Their response was invariably the same: “As long as we’re 
paying your bills, you’re going to do what we say.”  They had a point.  After all, I was 
dependent on them for my room and board.  As long as I lived in their house, I was 
obligated to treat them with respect.  Many years have passed since then.  I no longer 
live with my parents, and my Dad has gone home to heaven, but I’m still obligated to 
treat my Mom with respect.  Why?  She’s the one who birthed me and raised me! 
My parents loved me and were good to me, but their goodness pales in comparison to 
the goodness and love of God.  I no longer depend on my parents for survival, but I still 
depend on God.  
When we pray to Him, we should remember who we’re addressing. He gave us life, and 
He can take it away anytime He chooses.  Everything we have, including the air we 
breathe, comes from Him.  When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He taught them 
first and foremost to remember who God is (Matthew 6:9).  In the 103rd Psalm, we see 
three of His attributes that we should remember when we pray. 
  

I. Remember His goodness. 
 
A. We should praise Him with “all that is within” us. 

1. A person’s “inner self” consists of three different parts. 
a. The mind. 
b. The will. 
c. The emotions. 

2. Much of modern worship focuses only on the emotions. 
a.  “Feelings” are a legitimate part of your humanity, but they can be 

very deceptive. 
b. Emotions must be grounded in the truth of God’s Word. 

B. We should remember His “benefits”. 
• The word “benefits” refers to advantages or assistance.  For 

instance, if someone receives veterans’ benefits, he or she gets 
certain advantages or assistance for having served as a member of 
the military.   

1. He forgives our sins. 
2. He heals our diseases. 
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a. God can heal disease, but He does not always do so. 
b. Our bodies are mortal, so any healing we experience in this life will 

be temporary. 
c. We won’t be permanently healed until we get to heaven. 

3. He saves us from the pit of hell. 
4. He bestows us with lovingkindness. 
5. He provides for our needs. 

 
 

II. Remember His grace. 
 
A. How far does God’s grace extend? 

1. His lovingkindness extends as high as the heavens. 
a. Even with our modern advances in astronomy, scientists cannot 

begin to fathom just how high the heavens really are. 
b. God’s love extends farther than anything we can possibly imagine. 

2. He has removed our sins as far as the East is from the West. 
a. If you go far enough north, you’ll be heading south again. 
b. East and west, by contrast, are infinitely apart. 

B. He loves us like a Father. 
1. A good father shows compassion for his children. 

a. He helps them when they need it. 
b. He disciplines them when they go astray, but he is always willing to 

forgive. 
c. He loves them unconditionally. 

• I realize some people have unpleasant memories of their 
fathers, and I certainly don’t make light of abuse or neglect.  Be 
that as it may, fathers have a God-given duty to love and care 
for their children, and any father who fails to do his duty in these 
areas will answer to God. 

2. God is the ultimate Father. 
a. Even the best earthly fathers are imperfect, but God is perfect. 
b. We do not always understand His plans, but we can trust Him even 

when we don’t understand. 
 

III. Remember His greatness. 
 

A. He is absolutely sovereign. 
1. When we say God is “sovereign”, we mean He is in absolute control. 

a. He is in control of even the smallest details. 
b. He is in control even when the world seems to be falling apart. 

• When I was growing up, one of the most prominent newsmen in 
the country was Walter Cronkite.  He always concluded his 
newscasts by saying, “And that’s the way it is.”  Vance Havner 
used to say every time he heard Cronkite say those words, he 
wanted to tell him, “No, Walter, that’s the way it seems.”  Even 
when the world seems to be in a mess, God is still in control.   

2. The angels of heaven are subject to Him. 
a. Angels have great power, but they are no match for God. 
b. Even fallen angels are subject to Him. 

• Through the years I’ve known many Christians who seem to be 
obsessed with the subject of demons and demon possession.  I 
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believe demons are real, and we should be wary of them, but 
let’s not give them more credit than they deserve.  After all, they 
tremble in the presence of God. 

B. Because He is sovereign, He is worthy of our praise. 
1. We should praise Him with our worship. 
2. We should praise Him with our obedience. 
3. We should praise Him with our service. 
 

Conclusion: When I was in college, the governor of our state came to our homecoming 
game to crown the homecoming queen.  His hometown wasn’t far from the university, 
and local residents were very proud that one of their own had gotten elected to such a 
high office.  I didn’t vote for this governor, and I didn’t agree with all of his politics.  Even 
so, as he walked out onto the football field that day, I couldn’t help feeling a certain level 
of awe.  Regardless of how I felt about him personally, he was an important man. 
When we pray, we are addressing someone much more important than a governor.  We 
are addressing the Creator and Sustainer of our universe.  He is more worthy of our 
awe and respect than any political leader ever was, and unlike some politicians, He is 
also worthy of our love and complete devotion.  Political leaders may fail us, but God 
never does.  When we pray, let us remember whom we are addressing!  
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