
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study A Prayer of 
Confession, this sermon outline will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
If we expect God to hear our prayers, then we must be willing to listen to Him. When He 
convicts us of sin and shows us areas in our lives that need correcting, we must repent. 
And when we become aware that there is someone in our lives we have not forgiven, 
we must offer that forgiveness. How can we expect God to forgive us if we refuse to 
forgive others?  
Introduction: Whenever people who know Job’s story think of him, at least two things 
immediately come to mind. The first is Job’s suffering. In one day, he lost all his wealth 
and all ten of his children. Then he lost his health. The second thing that comes to mind 
with Job is his faith. “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” (Job 1:21) “Shall we accept good from the Lord and not evil?” (2:10) “I know 
that my redeemer lives, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.” (Job 
19:25).  
Job was a good guy. Even God says that (Job 1:8). Yet he went through some of the 
roughest waters ever recorded. It seems wrong, even self-righteous then to say that Job 
had sins he needed to confess. This man endured enough. Do we really need to point 
out his sin? God did. And He also records for us Job’s God-encounter where Job 
repented of his sin. Everything changed because of what Job saw. 

1. Job’s attitude toward God changed. “now my eye sees Thee” (v. 5) 
 
A. He never questioned God’s power 

In chapters 38-41, God presented Job with scores of questions each of which 
was intended to challenge Job’s understanding of God and His right to do 
whatever He wanted with His creation. God didn’t tell Job anything Job didn’t 
already know about God’s power. Job had always been aware of God’s power 
and God’s awareness of every thought (v. 2). Nothing was outside God’s 
sovereignty. God could do whatever He wanted. It’s just that Job now heard 
these things directly from their source. It’s the difference between knowing the 
stats of a famous sports person and being on the playing field facing him. 

B. He now submitted to God’s authority 

Job had already submitted in issues of morality (1:8; 2:3). And when all these 
horrific events first happened, Job declared God’s right to do whatever He 
wanted in Job’s life. But now that submission went to a deeper level. Now Job 
no longer needed or requested an explanation for God’s actions or how they 
meshed with Job’s character. “What right have I got to question God and His 
actions?”  
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2. Job’s attitude toward himself changed. “I abhor myself” (v. 6) 
 
A. He originally spoke as if he knew 

Throughout Job’s dialogue, he spoke as one who had it all figured out. His 
friends did too, but Job’s words were usually twice as long as those spoken by 
his accusers. He first asserts that life would have been better if he’d never 
been born (3:3). That’s pretty audacious to basically say that God made a 
mistake in giving Job life.  He later demands a meeting with God so that they, 
almost as equals, could discuss the equity and reasoning for God’s actions 
(23:3-5). Job speaks as one who knows how life is “supposed” to go.   

B. He was silent when he truly understood 
After God spoke, Job realized there was nothing more to say. It’s one thing to 
proclaim your understanding in the presence of your contemporaries. To do so 
in front of God is terrifying. Job wisely says, “I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth.” (40:4) Shutting up now. Solomon’s counsel when we come before God 
is to let our words be few (Eccl. 5:2). What of any value have we got to say to 
him except “I was wrong” and “You are worthy”? 

3. Job’s attitude toward others changed. “he prayed for his friends” (v. 10) 
 
A. He first saw them as his adversaries 

I don’t know how Job first felt when he saw his friends coming toward him. 
Despite their willingness to sit silently with him in his pain for seven days, Job 
soon wished they had never arrived. Their accusations just compounded the 
pain he already was enduring. He called them “miserable comforters.” (16:1) 
He expressed his disappointment with their words with words of his own: “No 
doubt but you are the people, and wisdom shall die with you.” (12:2) Most of 
us have experienced what it’s like to have someone we love and trust go on 
the attack. Broken trust is difficult to overcome.  

B. He eventually saw them as fellow travelers 
Job didn’t have it all figured out. Neither did his friends. When Job realized his 
own imperfection and limited understanding, he stopped requiring full maturity 
from those around him. He forgave them. How could he expect forgiveness 
from God for his words and the attitude they expressed if he was unwilling to 
forgive those who had spoken against him? They had spoken against him. He 
had spoken against God. Who had committed the greater sin? 

Conclusion: Job, though a good man, still needed God’s maturing and God’s refining.  
What sin are you holding onto? Confession is rarely easy, but it is always good when 
that confession is offered to God. He will receive it. And though your life’s end may not 
turn out to be as pleasant as Job’s was, you through your confession and repentance 
will restore the broken relationship between you and God and between you and those 
around you. Confession will open the door to joy once again. 
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