
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Object of 
Our Prayer, this sermon outline will use different Scripture passages from the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
To gain greater effectiveness in our prayers, we need a good understanding of the God 
to whom we pray. When God is the object of our prayers, our desire is for His will to be 
done and for Him to be glorified.  
Introduction: It is imperative when we pray to know the nature of the One to whom we 
are praying. Is He strong or weak? Is He like us or different? Does He listen to the 
needs of His people and interact on their behalf? Does He care, and if He does, can He 
do anything about our situation? Why pray to God if He is not there and if He either is 
not willing or not able to change our situation?  
 The disciples and the early church knew the character of the One to whom they 
prayed. That knowledge empowered their prayer life, which then gave effectiveness to 
their witness. 

1. They prayed to a God who is powerful. (Acts 4:23-24) 
 

The day began with Peter and John standing accused before the ruling council. 
This is not the way anyone wants to start their day. But they calmly and forcefully 
held their ground by proclaiming Jesus rather than defending themselves. The 
tactic worked. The rulers, after sternly warning them to stop talking about Jesus, 
released them. 
 
Now the disciples had a decision to make: obey men or obey God (4:19). To 
disobey the men who had orchestrated Jesus’ crucifixion could mean death for 
them. The consequences for disobeying God were greater still. It was not a hard 
choice for them. Still, they needed help to maintain their resolve. So they prayed. 
 
Their prayer tells us what they believed to be true about God. They addressed 
Him using two terms, as “Lord” and “God.” The situation required power from 
Almighty God. 
By addressing God as “Lord,” they were expressing their submission to His will 
whatever sacrifice that might require and whatever direction His will might take 
them. They saw Him not just as their master, but as the ultimate ruler of all the 
universe. Man has no say. The threats of men mean nothing when the hand of 
God is surrounding His followers. This was the God who not only resided in 
Heaven (“Our Father which art in Heaven”) but the God who made Heaven! 
Further, He made all that is on earth, including them and those who were 
threatening them. They served a God of unmatched power!  
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2. They prayed to a God who speaks. (Acts 4:25-28) 
 
 In response to the words spoken to them that day, the disciples remembered 
and quoted other words. God had spoken through David hundreds of years 
earlier. “Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?” (Psalm 
2:1) What happened to the disciples on that day did not surprise or threaten God. 
God had warned His followers that there would be opposition to His purpose and 
plan from those who desired to thwart it. God’s enemies would be unsuccessful. 
As one of the Jewish ruling body later counseled, fighting against the disciples 
put them in the unenviable position of fighting against God (Acts 5:39). 
  The Jews had spoken. God had spoken. The disciples had to decide 
whose voice to listen to. God had been speaking far longer than those who were 
now attempting to stifle His voice through His messengers. And God would not 
be silenced! The God who spoke in the past still speaks today. 
  Because God had spoken so long ago, the disciples understood that they 
were a part of God’s fore-ordained plan. God was in the business of redeeming 
His people. The Jews rejected Jesus; Jesus prophesied that His followers would 
endure the same (Matt. 10:22). Difficult times are not evidence that God has lost 
control. They are confirmation that what God has said in the past is still in motion. 
So our job as we pray to Him is to find our confidence in what God has already 
spoken rather than allowing our fear of people or circumstances to be the force 
that drives our thoughts and actions. 
 

3. They prayed to a God who listens. (Acts 4:29-31) 
 
Up to this point in their prayer, the disciples hadn’t asked God for anything. They 
had simply praised God for who He is and acknowledged current events as a 
fulfillment of God’s plan. Based on that foundation, they made their request. They 
wanted God to listen. 
 They wanted God to listen to the threats made against them. They also 
wanted God to listen to their plea for Him to authenticate their message and give 
them boldness. They didn’t pray for God to protect them or for Him to judge those 
who were threatening them. In fact, they prayed for God to continue doing 
miracles through them. It was a miracle that got them in trouble (Acts 3:1-10). 
Why would they ask for that? Because it was also a miracle that gave them an 
opportunity to speak before a crowd. 
 God heard their prayer. God acted on their behalf and gave them exactly 
what they requested. They prayed not to a God who is removed from the needs 
of His people but to a God whose ear is tuned to the cries of His people. They 
prayed to a God who listens. 
 To Moses, God said of Israel, “I have heard their cry.” (Ex. 3:7) In Psalm 
40, David says, “I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and 
heard my cry.” (Ps. 40:1) Jesus, while He was dying, heard the cry of the 
repentant thief: “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.” (Luke 
23:43). We pray, not just to a powerful God or to a God who speaks. We pray to 
a God who listens and acts on the behalf of His people.   

Conclusion: To whom do you pray? A god of your own making or the God that the 
Bible presents? The Bible shows Him to be powerful enough to deal with any situation. 
The Bible shows Him to be a God who knows about your difficult situation but who can 
take that situation and bring something good from it. The Bible shows Him to be a God 
who listens to the prayers of His people and who gives them exactly what they need to 
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deal with their present situation. That is a God who is worthy of our praise and to whom 
we can entrust our every need. 
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