
1. I WILL CONTINUE 
2 Corinthians 11:12

A. I will continue preaching the gospel.

B. I will continue not for worldly benefits.

C. I will continue for eternal benefits.

2. FALSE TEACHERS CLAIM TO HAVE THE TRUTH
2 Corinthians 11:13

A. They twist the truth to make it appealing.

B. They manipulate people.

C. They are like the devil.

3. SATAN TWISTS THE TRUTH
2 Corinthians 11:14-15

A. Satan deceived Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:1-7).

B. He tempts us to doubt God.

C. We will be judged according to what we do with God’s truth.

False apostles looked to be paid well for their services, but Paul 
refused to be paid for his ministry to the Corinthians. When they 
claimed the same authority and purpose as Paul, his life proved 
otherwise. His purpose was to proclaim the true gospel for the benefit 
of the hearers and God’s glory, and not for his own earthly benefit.

These false apostles claimed to be representatives of Jesus. However, 
they proclaimed a different Jesus than Paul, a different spirit, and 
therefore a false gospel (v. 4)—perhaps a lifestyle of depravity and 
fleshly indulgence. Paul said they were fakes, deceivers, and were 
merely reflections of their father, the devil.

Satan’s strategy is to present a message that seems beneficial. The 
truth is from the beginning, he was a liar and a murderer, and if we 
buy the lies, we suffer great harm. He tempted Adam and Eve to doubt 
God, and today he continues to do the same. False teachers proclaim 
lies, and the devil uses them to lead people away from God and 
His blessings. 
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OVERVIEW: Satan is real. We cannot blame our sin and problems on him, but he is ever at work to keep evil strong in the world and to encourage our 
involvement with sin. Christians are wise to stay alert to the devil’s work, since he is ever scheming to pull us down. The Bible presents a clear picture 
that Satan will not prevail in his evil. He is defeated by Christ, and he is defeated in our lives as we walk with Christ.

ATMOSPHERE MEDIA

Place pictures or posters around the room showing 
superheros fighting evil characters. Say, “We live in a fallen 
world with evil all around us. We’re privileged to be able 
to fight evil on the winning side with Jesus.”

Search the Internet for your favorite superhero fight scene. 
Play the video as you begin the session. Say, “Life involves 
an ongoing battle against Satan and evil. We are 
fortunate to have Jesus fighting on our behalf.”

Directions: As you begin your event, consider using the following engage options before starting the message.

 TEACH PREPARE

THE POINT:

Satan fights against 
us, but we can stand 

in Christ.

The Point: Satan fights against us, but we can stand in Christ. Satan comes against us with lies, seeking to lure us away from God’s 
blessing, but if we love Jesus and are intimately connected with Him, 
we will recognize the lies from a mile away. 



 Y What good things does Satan promise which 
actually bring harm?

 Y How do worldly people reflect that character 
of Satan?

 Y What are the consequences of living like this?

 Y What does Paul mean when he says “no wonder”?

Discuss: Invite students to briefly 
discuss ideas that may have challenged 
them during the session. 

Ask: How would God have you live 
differently in light of what we’ve learned 
about Satan disguising himself in order 
to deceive us?

Pray: Ask God to help students be 
so familiar with Scripture, and know 
Him so well, that when Satan tries to 
deceive them, they would immediately 
recognize his deception.

 Y When have you pretended to be something 
you’re not?

 Y When has someone tricked or deceived you?

 Y Do you think it’s common in our culture for people to 
“put on a face”? Why do you think that?

 Y When have you felt called to do something but 
others didn’t understand?

 Y What can you do when others talk badly about you?

 Y What are the benefits of sharing the gospel?

 Y What is one specific thing you believe God is calling 
you to today?

 Y Have you ever professed to love God but lived 
differently? Describe.

 Y What damage can this cause to yourself, others, and 
to Jesus’ name?

 Y How do people disguise themselves as “apostles of 
Christ” today?

 Y What benefits do people seek when they pretend to 
be followers of Jesus but they’re actually not?

Directions: Use the following outline as a guide for a message based on the passages from this session of Bible Studies for Life: Students. Additionally, use the suggested illustrations and activities to customize your midweek event.

OVERVIEW: Satan is real. We cannot blame our sin and problems on him, but he is ever at work to keep evil strong in the world and to encourage our 
involvement with sin. Christians are wise to stay alert to the devil’s work, since he is ever scheming to pull us down. The Bible presents a clear picture 
that Satan will not prevail in his evil. He is defeated by Christ, and he is defeated in our lives as we walk with Christ.
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