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Broken Vessels — Session 6— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: August 27, 2017 
Right Here, Right Now 
The Point: You don't have to go far to share your 

transformed life in Christ. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

In New York City, many people live in co-op apartments, where you have to be approved by the co-op board of 
directors in order to move into the building. In this interview process, which can be stressful, the board examines a 
person’s finances, and other factors, to decide if he or she would be a good neighbor, living in the apartment. For 
people who are dog owners, the process is becoming a little more stressful. Some co-op boards are now requiring 
that they be allowed to interview the person’s dog before deciding if the person and the dog would make good 
neighbors. The co-op board wants to rule out any dogs that might bark all the time or show aggressive behavior. 
To prepare their dogs for the co-op interview, some people now resort to therapy or medication to keep the dog 
calm. Others enroll their dogs in special boot camp programs that help train the dog to be a good citizen. 

Say: The co-op boards are striving to be sure the tenants, including the pets, are good neighbors. Think about your 
neighbors. Then call attention to Questions #1 (Who is a neighbor you’re glad you’ve gotten to know?) (PSG, p, 
148) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/07/realestate/is-your-dog-a-good-neighbor.html 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

 Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #5. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Jamie Thompson has planted a church in Chicago’s Garfield Park area – the Reborn Community Church. Thompson 
grew up living in the city, as the son of urban missionaries. “After the Lord got ahold of my life,” Thompson said, “I 
thought I would just be reaching out to guys on the streets. But through the process of going to school and the 
Lord pulling at my heart, He helped me see that He wanted me to move in and start a church in the middle of one 
of the worst areas of Chicago." One of the people Thompson has encountered through his ministry is Roy Brown. A 
former gang member, Thompson said Brown “had pulled back from the gang after spending a lot of years in jail, 
but he still wasn't living a moral life.” The two men started talking over a cup of coffee. The conversation continued 
for a year. “Through loving him and sharing the Gospel,” Thompson said, “he came to accept Jesus as his Lord and 
Savior. He left the worldliness to the side and started being a responsible father to his children again." One way the 
church is making an impact in this community is through restored housing. They buy and renovate old apartment 
buildings and homes. "We give people a healthy place to live," Thompson said. It also provides an environment 
where tenants are "loved on with the Gospel and treated well. … It also helped us financially stay alive, having the 
business in place." Thompson explains that their "ministry model is to have a church and a for-profit that work 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/07/realestate/is-your-dog-a-good-neighbor.html


together to reach, equip and empower people to fully transform the lives of people. This isn't just about social 
programs. Our programs are about leading people to Christ."  Talking about Brown again, Thompson said, "Roy's 
life has been transformed. He is raising his children under the Lord. What he used to do to try to destroy lives, now 
he is doing to try to build lives. He is working with me with the men's ministry as the co-director. We are looking to 
him to take the whole thing over. He's a guy who has all this leadership potential; he just needed the foundation to 
be right, to have a relationship with Christ. … Last year Roy got engaged to the mother of his children. Now we're 
moving down that path with him too." 

Say: Jamie Thompson is engaging the brokenness is his community by working to meet both physical and spiritual 
needs. Then call attention to Question #5 (How can our group engage the brokenness in our community?) (PSG, p. 
156) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.bpnews.net/49287/chicagos-reborn-church-transforms-innercity-lives 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 How many of your neighbors can you name? 

 What do you like best about the neighborhood you live in? 

 When was the last time you had such wonderful news that you could not wait to tell someone 
about it? 

 
Mark 5:1-2 

 Where you do see broken people or brokenness in the world today? In your community? 

 Why do you think this man came out of the tombs to meet Jesus? 

 What physical, spiritual, and emotional needs did the man from the tombs likely have? 
 
Mark 5:8-15 

 What does this story demonstrate about Jesus? What can we observe about His power? 

 How has Jesus replaced your brokenness with a restored and transformed life? 

 What does Jesus’ treatment of the man in this story tell us about his view of people? 
 
Mark 5:18-20 

 What can you do this week to bring the message of Christ to a friend or coworker? 

 What is one area of your life that you can ask God to heal? 

 How can we work together as Christians to address the brokenness we see in our communities? 

 How could God use your story of the restoration He's brought to your life? 
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