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Broken Vessels — Session 3— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: August 6, 2017 
The Gift of Grace 
The Point: God's grace allows me to face anything life 

throws at me. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Each year Forbes magazine publishes a list of the richest people on the planet. Here’s this year’s short list of some 
of the richest people anywhere: 

 Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft, is number one on the Forbes list for the fourth year in a row. With $86 
billion, he’s been the richest person in the world for 18 of the last 23 years. 

 Warren Buffet, CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, is number two on the list. He is worth $73.4 billion. 

 Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon.com, is number three on the list. He is worth $72.8 billion. 

 Amancio Ortega, founder of a Spanish clothing chain named Zara, is fourth on the list. He is worth $71.3 
billion. 

 Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook, is number five on Forbes list. He is worth $66.7 billion. 

Say: It would seem that these people on the Forbes list have an unlimited supply of wealth. Then call attention to 
Question #1 (What would you like to have an unlimited supply of?) (PSG, p. 114) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerryadolan/2017/03/20/forbes-2017-billionaires-list-meet-the-richest-people-on-
the-planet/#5a2759cf62ff 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina. 

 

 Live It Out 

Use the following information to supplement Question #4. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Tiffany Johnson, from Concord, NC, was snorkeling in the Bahamas earlier this summer when she was attacked by 
a shark. She and her husband were enjoying the water when suddenly a shark grabbed her arm with its mouth. She 
struggled and freed herself from the shark, but she lost her arm in the fight. As she tells the story back home in 
North Carolina, Johnson says, “There’s no reason why I should be here now but God.” She recalls that at the 
moment the shark grabbed her, she felt fear, but then she began to pray. Each time she tells her story, she gives 
God the credit for saving her life. 

Say: In that terrible moment of the shark attack, Tiffany Johnson called on God, and He was sufficient. While we 
may never experience a shark attack, we do face challenges and hardships that test our faith. Then call attention to 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerryadolan/2017/03/20/forbes-2017-billionaires-list-meet-the-richest-people-on-the-planet/#5a2759cf62ff
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kerryadolan/2017/03/20/forbes-2017-billionaires-list-meet-the-richest-people-on-the-planet/#5a2759cf62ff


Question #4 (What has helped you discover that God’s grace is sufficient for you to endure anything?) (PSG, p. 
121). 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.wral.com/-it-was-just-gone-concord-woman-recounts-tale-of-losing-arm-to-shark-attack-/16822974/ 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 What comes to mind when you hear the word "grace"? 

 When have you recently seen a demonstration of grace? 

 Among your family and friend, who consistently offers grace to others? 
 
2 Corinthians 12:2-7a 

 What's your initial reactions to these verses? 

 When has God's grace felt distinctly personal to you? 

 When have you been overwhelmed by God's goodness to you? 

 If you had been in Paul's shoes, would an experience like the one described in these verses have 
humbled you, emboldened you, or scared you? Explain. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:7b-8 

 When have you dealt with a "thorn in the flesh"? 

 What are some dangers associated with pride? Where can unchecked pride lead you? 

 What are some weaknesses or afflictions that you find difficult to live with? 

 How does the Christian perspective on power and weakness differ from that of the world? 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

 How have you seen God's power work through weakness in your own life? 

 How can you allow the Lord’s power to take over where you are weak? 

 In what area of your life do you want to rely more on God’s strength and power, rather than your 
own? 

 What can we learn from this passage about God's intention for His relationship with His people? 
 

http://www.wral.com/-it-was-just-gone-concord-woman-recounts-tale-of-losing-arm-to-shark-attack-/16822974/

