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Special Focus Session— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: July 16, 2017 
First Things First  

The Point: Always put God first. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

E3, or the Electronics Entertainment Expo, is the annual video game conference held in Los Angeles. At the 
conference, video game companies introduce soon-to-be-released games and gaming equipment. People 
attending E3 have the opportunity to try out some of the newest video games. At this year’s E3, held in June, some 
people waited in line for up to five hours just to play a ten-minute demo of a new video game. A reporter who 
attended E3 said, “Everyone I spoke to was reasonably happy to wait in line and some expressed a sense of pride 
in their devotion.” 

Then call attention to Question #1 (What’s the longest you’ve waited in line?) (PSG, p. 82) and invite the group to 
respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.polygon.com/e3/2017/6/14/15806324/e3-lines-waiting-crowds 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 Live It Out 

Use the following information to supplement Question #5. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Derek Carr, a quarterback for the Oakland Raiders football team, recently signed a contract extension that makes 
him the highest paid player ever to play in the NFL. The contract is a five-year, $125 million deal. At a press 
conference after signing the contract, Carr talked about what he would do with the money. “The first thing I’ll do is 
pay my tithe as I have since college getting $700 on a scholarship check,” he explained. A tithe, or 10 percent, of 
$125 million contract amounts to $12.5 million over the five-year period. On his website, Carr has this statement: 
"Football is God's gift to me and I am thankful he chose me to be the steward of this gift. Being a quarterback is 
what I do but it does not define who I am. I am first and foremost a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. Each time I 
step out on the field I play my heart out for the Lord." Lorne Bell, who used to be Carr’s teammate during college, 
said, “This guy is real. I’ve seen that continue since he graduated. I know that Derek’s faith is genuine. He really 
loves the Lord. It’s not fake. It’s not for the cameras. God is number one in his life.” 

Say: Through his words and actions, Derek Carr demonstrates that he is giving God first place in his life. 

Then call attention to Question #5 (What steps can we take to make sure we have the right priorities in life?)(PSG, 
p. 90) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.bpnews.net/49125/raiders-carr-says-tithing-tops-priority-list 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

https://www.polygon.com/e3/2017/6/14/15806324/e3-lines-waiting-crowds
http://www.bpnews.net/49125/raiders-carr-says-tithing-tops-priority-list


 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 When do you most struggle with procrastination? 

 On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being "Rarely" and 5 being "Almost Always", how often do you procrastinate? 

 If you could restore a house, car, piece of art, or something else, which would you choose? Why? 

 What part of a restoration project do you find most remarkable? 
 
Haggai 1:2-8 

 What excuses do you make for not doing the will of God? 

 What motivates you to follow God and His instruction? 

 How would you summarize verse 6 in your own words? 

 In verse 7, what does it mean to give careful attention to our ways? 
 
Haggai 1:9-11 

 When have you felt like you just couldn't get ahead? 

 What do we lose when we fail to put God first? 

 When have you seen the damage caused by misaligned priorities? 

 What can we learn about God from these verses? 
 
Haggai 1:12-13 

 What steps can we take to make sure we have the right priorities in life? 

 What steps do you need to take to stop procrastinating and get involved in ministry for the Lord? 

 What does obedience to God provide that other pursuits can never deliver? 

 How are we to understand God's message to His people in this passage? 
 

 


