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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Families are part of God’s plan for people.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: The Bible gets a lot of respect in America—at least superficial respect. 
Eighty percent of adults consider the Bible a holy book, but few read it. Even among Christians, only 
11 percent read the Bible daily, and 34 percent rarely read it. Many of us pay lip service to the Bible but 
miss out on the joy and abundant life that comes from applying its truth to our lives.

THE POINT: Obeying Jesus’ teachings leads to productive living.
• What’s the best way for you to learn something new?
•  What are the benefits and challenges of using stories to 

reveal truth?
•  Where do you see each of these soils represented in our 

culture?
•  What kinds of “fruit” should be evident in our lives when we 

obey Jesus’ teaching?

Discuss the following quote: “Don’t judge each day by the harvest
you reap but by the seeds that you plant.” 1

—Robert Louis Stephenson

1. Robert Louis Stephenson, “Robert Louis Stephenson Quotes,” Brainy Quote [online], [accessed 
23 May 2017]. Available from the Internet: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/
robertloui101230.html.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out their 
faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture: 

•  CHRIST: Take the time this week to ask your student how he or she 
is rooting out bad habits, while strengthening good habits to grow 
better in his or her relationship with Christ.

•  COMMUNITY: Discuss ways you and your student can purposefully 
plant seeds of discipleship in your community this week.

•  CULTURE: When spreading seeds of discipleship, we have to reach 
out to people around us and connect in ways that make sense to 
them. Discuss how you and your student can better relate to the 
culture around you and spread the gospel.

LUKE 1:26-38;  
MATTHEW 1:18-24 

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child 
memorize the Bible verse, Matthew 
1:21. This verse contains the angel’s 
words to Joseph. God committed 
Jesus to the family of Joseph. Help 
your child understand that God 
chose a family for Jesus because 
that is His plan for all children. 

Mary, who lived in the town of Nazareth, was visited by an angel. 
“Be happy,” the angel said. “God is with you.” 

Mary wondered what kind of greeting this was. The angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid. You will have a son and you will call Him Jesus. 
He will be God’s Son.”

Mary wondered how this could happen. The angel said, “God’s 
Spirit will come to you. The one born to you will be the Son of 
God.” Mary answered that she would obey God.

Joseph wondered what to do. He knew he was not the father 
of Mary’s baby. As he slept, an angel came to him. “Joseph, don’t 
be afraid to marry Mary. Her baby is God’s own Son. You are to 
name Him Jesus. He will save His people from their sins.”

Joseph took Mary for his wife. When the baby was born, 
Joseph and Mary named Him Jesus. 

LUKE 1:26-38;  
MATTHEW 1:18-24 

LIVE IT OUT: Remind your child 
that God chose Mary and Joseph 
to be Jesus’ family. Talk about your 
family and how members cares for 
others. Help your child make a book 
of family members by drawing 
on individual sheets of paper and 
stapling the pages together.

Mary was a young woman who obeyed God. She was going to be 
married to Joseph. God sent an angel to talk to Mary. The angel said, 
“Do not be afraid. God has chosen you to be the mother of a special 
baby, God’s Son.” He told her that this was part of God’s plan. 
Mary did not understand. The angel said, “God can do things that 
people think are impossible.”
Mary said, “I will do what God wants.” 

One night when Joseph was sleeping, God sent an angel to 
him in a dream. The angel said, “Do not be afraid to marry Mary. 
Her baby is God’s Son. You will name Him Jesus. He will love 
people and teach them about God.”

Joseph remembered the dream when he woke up. He did as 
the angel said. Joseph married Mary. Joseph and Mary waited for 
the special baby, Jesus, to be born. 

MARK 4:1-9
Jesus Teaches


