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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: We should be intentional about telling others about Jesus.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Whether we attend to every detail of an assignment or prefer to “fly by the 
seat of our pants,” we would do well to evaluate our plans. Is this the most effective way I can carry out 
this task? After praying about the situation in Jerusalem, Nehemiah devised a plan for accomplishing 
the work before him. And, as he planned, he bathed those plans in prayerful dependence on God. 
Nehemiah’s example gives us a strategy for our own acts of service.

THE POINT: Serving God requires being intentional.

• When have you found yourself in the right place at the 
right time?

• How can we tell an opportunity is from the Lord?
• What steps can we take to be ready to act when an 

opportunity arises?
• When has a God-given task required you to plan and 

prepare?
• What are the consequences of our being unprepared 

for important opportunities?
• What keeps us from asking others for help?
• What are some ways God uses average people to carry 

out His plans?

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take 
practical steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the 
Personal Study Guide.
Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live 
out their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their 
culture: 
•   CHRIST: Help your student to create a list of things he or 

she can do in order to develop a deeper relationship with 
God. Make sure you connect the importance of prayer and 
communication with God.

•   COMMUNITY: Consider ways you can join in with your 
community and accomplish something for the glory of God. 
If there is a need not being met, start a group within your 
church or community and make it happen.

•   CULTURE: Talk with your student about living in such a way 
that you allow God to work through you as an example to the 
surrounding culture.

ACTS 13 

LIVE IT OUT: God’s plan is for 
people to tell others about Jesus. If 
your child is a Christian, he may be 
ready to learn how to share the plan 
of salvation with a friend. Help your 
child think of a friend who needs to 
know about Jesus. Guide him with 
some statements to share with his 
friend.

Men in the church were praying. The Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 
Barnabas and Saul. I have special work for them.”The men sent 
Barnabas and Saul off as missionaries.

Barnabas and Saul sailed to Cyprus. They told God’s message 
to the people. Later, Paul and Barnabas sailed to Antioch. They 
spoke to the Jews. Paul reminded them how God took care of the 
Jews. He said that Jesus is God’s Son. 

The people begged Paul and Barnabas to come back in a 
week. Most of the town came to listen. Some Jewish leaders were 
jealous that so many people came. They tried to stop Paul and 
Barnabas from preaching. Paul said, “Since you won’t listen, God 
is sending me to people who are not Jews!” That made people 
who are not Jews very happy!

After teaching, Paul and Barnabas went to another city. 

ACTS 13 

LIVE IT OUT: Sit and clap with your 
child while saying: “T – E – L – L, 
I can tell about Jesus.” Name one 
person you could tell about Jesus. 
Repeat the chant, encouraging your 
child to name someone she could 
tell about Jesus. Continue to play, 
adding other family members to 
the game.

Paul and Barnabas were teachers in the church at Antioch. God 
wanted them to go and tell people about Jesus. The men in the 
church prayed for Paul and Barnabas before they left. The church 
sent them out as missionaries.

They sailed to an island called Cyprus. The men taught about 
Jesus in the synagogues. They sailed from the island and went 
to cities. Everywhere they went, they told people that Jesus was 
God’s Son. 

In one town, Paul taught about Jesus in the synagogue. The 
people asked Paul and Barnabas to come back the next week and 
teach them more about Jesus. A large crowd came to hear what 
Paul would say. Some of the people believed that Jesus was God’s 
Son; other people did not believe.

Paul and Barnabas continued to tell people about Jesus.
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