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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: We serve God by obeying Him.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: The greatest thing in life is to gain salvation through faith in Christ. But 
if that’s the greatest thing we can experience, why doesn’t God simply take us to heaven as soon as 
we’ve received Christ? Jesus does more than just save us from sin; He saves us for something: the joy 
of serving Him. He calls us to serve Him by serving others. He saves us for His glory, and we glorify God 
when our service leads others to a deeper relationship with Him.

 THE POINT: We do not live for ourselves; we serve God by
serving others.

• How have you seen God use an “ordinary” person to 
accomplish something meaningful?

• How would you describe the way you feel about 
sharing your faith?

• How have you devoted yourself to becoming like Jesus?
• When have you experienced the body of Christ 

ministering to you?
• In what ways are we following the practices of the
• early church?
• How have you seen the church impact those who aren’t 

Christians?

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take 
practical steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the 
Personal Study Guide.
Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live 
out their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their 
culture:

•   CHRIST: Sit down with your student and consider ways you 
can all get more involved in serving your church. Commit to 
taking an active role in ministering to others.

•   COMMUNITY: Brainstorm with your student to create a list of 
small tasks that he or she can do as a way of serving others.

•   CULTURE: Encourage your student to find ways to meet the 
needs of people in the community and create opportunities 
to share the gospel. Pray with your student for courage to 
take the first step.

MATTHEW 19:16-26;  
LUKE 18:18-23

LIVE IT OUT: Each day your child 
has choices to make. Some choices 
will have serious consequences. Talk 
about the choice the rich young 
ruler made and the consequences 
of his choice. Help your child 
understand that the standard for 
right choices is obeying God.

Jesus was starting out on a trip. A young man ran to Him. “Good 
Teacher, what can I do to have life forever?”

Jesus said, “Why do you call Me Good? Only God is good. You 
know the commandments: Keep your marriage promises. Don’t 
murder. Don’t steal. Don’t lie. Honor your parents. Love your 
neighbor as much as you love yourself.”

The young man said, “I have done all those things ever since I 
was young. What else can I do?”

Jesus looked at the man. He loved the man so much.
“You need to do one thing. You must sell all you have. Give it 

to the poor. You will have treasure in heaven. Then, come follow 
Me,” Jesus said.

The young man was really sad. He owned many things. The 
man made his choice and left Jesus.

MATTHEW 19:16-26;  
LUKE 18:18-23

LIVE IT OUT: Give your 
preschooler practice making 
choices. Some choices don’t matter, 
but some are important. When 
your child makes a wrong choice, 
talk about what right choice he 
could make, Explain that God wants 
people to make right choices.

One day a young man ran up to Jesus and asked Him a question. He 
wanted to know how he should obey God.

Jesus told the man, “You know the commandments. Do not 
take things that belong to someone else. Tell the truth. Love and 
obey your mother and father.”

The young man said, “I have obeyed the commandments since 
I was a boy.”

Jesus told him, “You need to do one more thing. Sell what you 
have and give the money to the people who do not have any 
money. Then follow Me.”

The man became sad. He had many things. He sadly walked 
away.

Jesus told His disciples, “It is hard for people to obey God. But 
God will help people make right choices.”

ACTS 2:37-47
What Should We Do Now?


