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UNIT 3. SESSION 2

Ezra Read God’s Word

NEHEMIAH 8:1-12

All the people gathered in front of the Water Gate. They wanted to hear the book of  the Law of Moses that the Lord had given Israel, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring it. Ezra stood on a high wooden platform while the leaders stood on each side of him.  As Ezra opened the scroll, the people could see him standing on the platform. They stood and raised their hands, saying to God, “Amen, Amen!” Then they bowed low, worshiping the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

Ezra read from the scroll from early morning until noon, and the Levite leaders explained the words so the people could understand. The people of Israel listened carefully to what they heard. They were so moved by the words that they began to cry. 
Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levite leaders told them,  “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not be sad and cry. Go and celebrate. Eat good foods, drink sweet drinks, and send food and drink to those who do not have anything. Today is holy. Your joy in the Lord is your strength.”
The people quit crying. They left and celebrated because they understood the words  that had been explained to them. They ate good food, drank sweet drink, and shared their food and drink with others. 

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: 2 Timothy 3:16

LIFE POINT: Reading the Bible is a way  
to worship God.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE 
Parents, today your child heard that 
Ezra read God’s Word to the people 
who returned from Babylonian 
captivity. Other priests helped 
the people understand what they 
were hearing. People praised and 
worshiped God when they heard the 
Scripture.

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
God inspired people to know what to 
write in the Bible.

LIVE IT OUT
Review the Bible story with your 
child. Explain that many people who 
listened to Ezra read the Scriptures 
had not heard them in a long time, or 
even at all. Emphasize the importance 
of reading Scripture to worship God. 

DAILY BIBLE READING
Sunday: 2 Timothy 3:16 
Monday: Joshua 1:8 
Tuesday: Nehemiah 8:3 
Wednesday: Romans 10:17 
Thursday: Job 23:12 
Friday: Psalm 1:1-2 
Saturday: Psalm 119:130

BIBLE

TAKE 
IT FURTHER

Check out the Ezra Read 
God’s Word section of the Bible 

Studies for Life: Kids  
Family App.
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